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VIRGINIA TRUST COMPANY AND ELLIS G. BOND,
ADMINISTRATORS OF R. J. BOND.
To the Honorable Judges of the Supreme Court of Appeals
of Virginia'.
Your petitioner, Mazie Venia Grace, wlio will hereafter
he called the complainant, respectfully represents unto this
Honorable Court that, she is aggrieved by a final decree, en
tered on June 15th, 1926, in tlie above styled cause, whereby
her Bill of Complaint was finally dismissed.
A transcript of the record in this cause is herewith filed as
a part of this petition.
STATEMENT OF THE CASE.
The complainant was born and reared on her father's
farm in Cumberland County, Virginia, where he has farmed
for thirty years and has raised quite a large family; that she
married a man by the name of Grace and they separated in
1920,because of his mistreatment and desertion; she obtained
in Cumberland County Court in 1920 a divorce a mensa which
became an absolute divorce in April, 1923. That in the
spring of 1921 she visited her married sister, who boarded
at the same place where R. J. Bond boarded and there com
plainant met him; he became very much interested in her,
she was a plain unsophisticated girl; later on she moved to
Richmond and took a position here, the last position being
that of inspector of books at the Jenkins BooMndery; that
he called on her very frequently and began to grow fond of
her; he formerly lived in North Carolina, and married there
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in 1891. In 1894 his wife gave birth to their only child and
she died two weeks afterwards and when this boy was about
five years of age liis father decided to give up farming and
go into the construction business and left his son there in
North Carolina, on account of his work canying him from
place to place, and on this account he did not see very much
of his son, Ellis G. Bond, but the evidence discloses that he
was very much interested in his son and stated later on that
he was working for him and that he would get what he had
one of these days, but in December, 1919, while the father was
in Flint, Michigan, this son married and this marriage met
the disapproval of R. J. Bond.
B. L. Beam, foreman of American Express Company, tes
tified that he had been an intimate friend of B. J. Bond for
ten years and boarded in the same house together at one time.
He was asked:
Question 8. *'State whether or not he approved of the mar
riage of his son?
Answer. ''No, sir, he said not. He seemed to be right
much wrought up at the time of the marriage.
Question 9. '' State whether he ever told you anything that
his daughter-in-law said she would do with his money when
he died, and what he said about it.
Answer. "He told me that she said she would show the old
man how to spend his money and he said he would show her
how she couldn't."
Thus, it appears that a considerable change had taken
place in B. J. Bond's feeling toward his-son after his mar
riage, and a new awakening or interest had been aroused
in him through his acquaintance with the complainant; this
interest ripened into a most ardent love for her which cul
minated in an engagement between them in April, 1923, when
she was twenty-four years of age and he was about sixty-two.
In July, 1923, she visited her father's home in Cumberland
County and he would write her the most ardent letters of de
votion. For instance, on July 24, 1923, he addressed her—
"My darling Little May B.", intending the "B" for Bond,
her future name; and when he visited her that summer he
told her father that he loved to hear that name in as much as
she would soon be his wife. These letters have been in part
read to the court. He closed "with "Write me a long, long
letter my darling May Bond. I am your boy now and always
to my Darling little wife—B. J. Bond to May Bond. Write
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at once". And when he was asked why he wrote to her and
spoke of her as his wife, he told her he liked to call her that,
that it reminded him of the way he would call her after they
were married and he wanted to know if she did not think it
sounded good together. He showed the greatest interest in
her health and welfare. Numerous of these letters have been
filed, which the Court will no doubt read.
He told members of her family that he and the complainant
were going to be married and they treated him as ^ member
of the family. These letters and the statements made not
only to members of the family, but to friends, proved con
clusively the deepest affection for this young complainant.
He had bought, at the time Liberty Bonds were being sold,
a considerable amount of Liberty Bonds, in the neighborhood
of $20,000.00, and later on reduced these holdings to $14,-
200.00.
When he died on February 4, 1924, as a result of an acci
dent caused by the steam shovel he Avas working, he had
$14,200.00 worth of Liberty Bonds, which bonds were in a
lock box at the Savings Bank of Richmond, which had been
rented by him in his name on November 7, 1923, this was all
of his assets that he had in this lock box; he also had in said
bank a savings account of $12,143.76; the savings book of
this account and these bonds had for years been kept in a
box in said bank which the bank used to file away securities
of its patrons, they not having any individual lock boxes until
after their new building had been completed. At his death
he also had $3,480.27 on deposit in the First National Bank
of Eichmond, as a savings account; and also $1,060.12 on de
posit, as a savings account, in the Wachovia Bank and Trust
Company; in addition to this he had a note for $5,625.00 of
Black & Company in the hands of a lady friend of his where
he boarded, which note was paid after his death, this seems
to have been practically his entire estate, making an estate of
a little over $36,500.00; that he on one or more occasions, a
number of years before the lock box was rented, told Mr. J.
M. Ball, Vice-President of the Savings Bank of Richmond,
a venerable old gentleman with an a^ul bad memory, that
he wanted his son to have everything he had and to notify
him in Weldon, N. C., in the event anything happened to him,
but this seems to have been the understanding many ;^ears
before his death, and in fact, about the time the bonds were
purchased. On November 7, 1923, R. j. Bond rented in his
name, at the Savings Bank of Riclunond, one of those in
dividual lock boxes and the bank gave him one of the usual
receipts and gave him one of the keys, advising hmi to leave
4 Supreme Court of Appeals of Virginia.
the other key at the bank in the event he should lose the key
he had; he got the bank to deliver to him the $14,200.00 worth
of Liberty Bonds out of the large depository box that the
bank had been using for years and placed them into tlie indi
vidual deposit box and never placed any other of his prop
erty in this box. In the last week of November, 1923, he called
on his future wife, the complainant, at her home, and in re
gard to what occurred on this visit the complainant was
asked:
Question No. 26. IXd he ever say anything to you about
what lie intended to do with his Liberty Bonds, and, if so,
what did he say and when did he say it?
Answer. "He told me durinj? the summer of 1923 that he
was going to give me some Liberty Bonds then later about
the last week in November, I think it was, on a Tuesday night,
I am not sure but it was the first part of the week,—^iie was
supposed to come on Tuesdays and Thursdays, he came
nearly every Tuesday and Thursday, sometimes he would
see me between then but they were his regular nights—^lie
said 'May, I have paid rent on the box at the bank in ad
vance and here is the receipt', and he handed me the receipt
across the table, then he said—' May, the Liberty Bonds in the
box are yours, here is the key.' I was so overjoyed, I thanked
him and kissed him on the side of his face. I took the key
and looked at it and I told him that I did not understand
much about boxes, vaults, keys and things and that I would
.iust let the contents remain in the box as I had no use for
them at that time and in case I wanted to use them I would
ask his advice concerning them,"
Question 2.7. When he said the Liberty Bonds were, yours,
state whether or not he made any remarks about your right
to go and get them if you wanted them?
Answer. ''Yes, sir, he told me—'Well, May, you know you
can go down there right tonight if you wanted them for the
contents of that box are j^ours.' "
Quef?tion 28. "State whether you and he also regarded the
honds as yours, and if so, whether he said anything to you
after that of taking you and introducing you to Mr. Ball, the
Cashier of the Savings Bank of Richmond?"
Answer. "Yes, he did on Wednesday night before he was
killed on Monday morning, sitting up in the Capitol Square
waiting to go into the Bluebird, to see on the Banks of the
Wabash, and he asked me—^lie said, 'May, do you want to go
with me down to the bank and let me show you how to turn
the key with the master key, and also meet Mr. BalP. He
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said Mr. Ball was a very nice, dear friend of his, said he was
a good old gentleman. And I asked him if it was necessary
for me to go and he said that he didn't know that it was
really necessary but he thought I would feel better about it
and that he would like to show me how to clip the coupons.
I told him I would go sometime but I guessed I would have
to get off from work to go, and he said all right any time that
suited me."
Question 29. "Had you ever heard of a master key bieing
necessary to open up a safety box in a vault before?"
Answer. "No, sir, I had never heard anything about a
master key. I had heard some one say something about hav
ing a box in the bank but I didn't know what kind of a box it
was or anything about a master key."
Ernest Cash, a colored man who had worked for R. J. Bond
for about thirteen years, and who seems to have been very
highly regarded as a faithful employee and servant, and
who sometimes acted as chauffeur, testified that in the early
part of January, 1924, E. J. Bond asked him did he think
the lady he Avas going to marry loved him, and when told
by Cash that he thought she did, then he said—"She ought to
love me, I give her a nice present Christmas and have already
given her those Liberty Bonds. How many and how much
I don't know."
Mrs. L. 0. Johnson, the mother of complainant, said that
at the breakfast table Christmas morning, 1923, that E. J.
Bond stated that he loved her daughter better than any girl
in the world, and that he wanted to marry her, if she would
marry him, and if he died or anything happened to him he
wanted her to have $20,000.00, evidently meaning that he
Avanted her to have what he had already given her, which
Avas $14,200.00, and an insurance policy Avhich he intended
to take out in her behalf. It appears that he showed the com
plainant later on some insurance papers in the park, telling
her that he had done this but this policy has never been
located, and then he said—"If she marries me she shall have
$45,000.00"—^he evidently meant by this that if she married
him that she Avould get all of his estate, in addition to the
$14,200.00 Avorth of Liberty Bonds already given her and
the insurance he said he Avas going to take out fbr her bene
fit.
E. J. Johnson, brother of complainant, Avho is a fireman
ill the Eichmond Fire Department, said that his sister, the
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complainant, had told him of her engagement to R. J. Bond
in the summer of 1923 and after that his relations with R. J.
Bond were verj'^ friendly, and every time he got an oppor
tunity he would be with him at his work, and visited him from
time to time at his home and work, and looked upon him as a
brother. He was then asked the following questions:
Question 11. ''State whether you ever had a conversation
with him in which he spoke to you about what he had done for
your sister, the complainant V '♦
Answer. "He said that my sister, May, did not think that
he loved her because she was young and he was an old man,
but she had no right to think that, because I have given her
^resents and given her my bonds and key and receipt for the
)ox in the vault in the bank."
Question 12. ''When was this conversation?"
Answer. "The first part of January, 1924."
Question 13. "State whether you ever had any conversa
tion with him after that along the same lines and, if so, what
was the conversation?"
Answer. "He told me my sister complained about his ex
travagance toward her; that she did not have any right to
complain about that as I have given her enough to take care
of her the rest of her life."
Question 17. "Now, after this conversation you have .iust
spoken of, did you ever have a conversation with Mr. E. J.
Bond in regard to his son, and, if so, what was that con
versation?"
Answer. "He told me his son was well provided for and
that only one person in this world could have his money and
that is your sister."
Question 18. " What else did he say in reference to his
son?"
Answer. "He said his son had enough and if he could not
live on what he had he would have to do without.''
The defendants' evidence discloses the fact that just be
fore the son married the said B. J. Bond gave him his life
estate in a very fine farm in Korth Carolina in lieu of a
small piece of property the son owned, the son owning the
remainder in the farm, and it is evident that this is what
R. J. Bond was referring to.
On December 31, 1923, B. J. Bond wrote the complainant
Exhibit "E" in part as follows: " You and I have a-hard time
to see and be together anyway, don't you think so, but I hope
It won't be this way always. I want you to prove by your
actions all the time that you love as you say and I would be
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tJie happiest man in the world, I have tried to be good to
you and do not want to misplease~you and my darling that
you know. To my darling sweet girl May Bond, my wife,
E. J. Bond." The complainant, in her testimony, explains
this language: "He was referring to being true to me and
he never broke a date while he was going with me, and he
liad been kind to me in every way that he could and he had
given me his bond. He told me that after writing the let
ter." On January 1, 1924, R. J. Bond wrote the complain
ant another letter in part as follows: ''You are the dearest
girl on earth to me that I know and have proved it to you."
^nd in question 48 the complainant was asked—"Wliat did
he mean in this letter—'that you are the dearest girl to me
that you know for I have proved it to you'?" She answered
—"He meant that he had given me the bonds, his bonds."
The court erred in dismissing complainant's bill involving
fourteen thousand dollars for the following reasons;
ARGUMENT.
There are innumerable cases, in fact, the Court would be
overwhelmed, if it undertook to read them all, in which ignor
ant people, intending to make a gift inter vivos, or sick and
ig-norant people, desiring to make a gift mortis causa, do not
adopt the method, that would be adopted by more intelli
gent people, or by those who consult coimsel, and, therefore,
the Courts have held that, where there is an intention to
make such a gift, and there is an actual delivery, or that
which is sjonbolical of a delivery, or which is sometimes
called constructive delivery, then the intention of the donor
will be enforced by the court. The only difference between
the above two classes of donations is that a donation mortis-
causa requires more evidence than a donation inter vivos, and.
is more carefully scrutinized. There can be no hard and fast
rule by which each case can be determined, when these re
quirements have been satisfactorily proven, the tendency of
the courts seem to be, first, to ascertain the intent of the
donor, and whether there was a sufficient motive for such
intent to make the donation; time and time again they have
declared that an intention of the donor to make a donation to
his fiancee, even though he strips himself of his entire estate,
is regarded as one of the most laudible motives. This motive
and this intention to make the donation have certainly been
conclusively proven. by uncontradicted evidence, the actual
donation is proven by the complainant and her evidence, which
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is uncontradicted 'by anyone, but, on the contrary, it is cor
roborated by three different witnesses, as well as the sen
tences referred to in Exhibits '' E" and " F", written by the
donor. The delivery could not be made of the bonds at the
time the donation took effect, one night the last week in No
vember, 1923, because the bonds were then in the lock box at
the bank, which was closed, this gift either took place then
or not at all, and the only delivery of the bonds that could
be made was by some symbol. In this case the donor gave
two symbolical evidences of delivery, one was the lease for
the lock box, or the receipt for the rental of the box for one
year, and the other was the key to the box.
In the case of Elani v. Keen, IV Leigh, page 333—A. owed
a bond upon which a suit had been brought, and the bond
was filed with the suit, and A had the receipt of the attorney
de^ribing the bond and showing that it had been placed in
his hands for collection. He gave this receipt to B as a dona
tion inter vivos, and when the donor died and the money was
collected,"the issue in the ease was whether this was a good
delivery. The lower court held that it was a good donation,
and the counsel for the appellant claimed that the gift of the
bond, being a mere parol gift, without actual delivery of the
thing given, could not pass the title to same, and that the de
livery of the attorney's receipt for the bond was not tanta
mount to actual delivery of the bond; the counsel for the ap
pellee maintained that the delivery of the attorney's receipt
' for the bond was equivalent to the bond itself, it was a
symbolical delivery of it. On page 336, quoting Chief Jus
tice Kent, the court said—''The cases in which the delivery
of a symbol has been held sufficient to perfect the gift, were
those in which it was considered equivalent to actual deliv-
•ery; as the key of a trunk, of a room, or of a warehouse,
•which was the true and effectual way of obtaining the use of
the subject." Judge Carr then further held ''Upoii these
authorities, and the reason of the case, I am of opinion
(though certainly not without doubts) that the delivery of
the receipt, accompanying the gift of the bond, made it a
valid gift. The bond itself could not be delivered; it was in
court; in the custody of the law. The receipt was its repre
sentative. We must presume it described the bond accu
rately, and stated that it was received to be put in suit; and
that when collected, the attorney would account for it. As
in the case of the key, the delivery of this receipt, "was the
true and effectual way of obtaining use of the subject'." If
it was contended by the complainant that R. J. Bond gave
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her only the lease for the box for one year, or receipt as it
is called, this would have been a symbolical delivery, but
when in addition to this he gave her the ordy key that he had
in his possession, the other key being left at the bank for safe
keeping, this was another symbolical or constructive deliv
ery. In fact, this was the only way that he could make any
delivery of those bonds that night. If he had been on the
Titanic, and complainant had been placed in one of the life
boats, and he desired to make delivery of these bonds, in
what other way could he have done so, than giving her the
two symbols of the delivery, the lease to the box and the key
to the box; he was just as unable to make an actual deliv
ery of the bonds on the night that he delivered them, and
at the time the donation occurred, as he would have been had
he gone down with the Titanic.
Counsel for complainant wishes to call the Court's attention
to the danger of reading isolated sentences from the inumer-
able decisions in this class of cases. The tendency of the
courts seem to be, first to ascertain the purpose of the donor,
then whether there was a donation and a delivery, either
symbolical or otherwise, and then finally execute the pur
pose of the donor; and some of the lines and distinctions
drawn by the .various courts in executing this policj'- are
almost impossible to follow, but our courts have practically
met the situation that is involved in this case. It is hardly
necessary for the court to go outside of our State—^in the case
of Thomas v. Lctois, 89 Va., p. 1, and in Snidow, Admr. v.
Brotherton, Gd^i., decided September 18, 1924, reported in
October, 1924, Virginia Appeals, p. 445, for these cases state
the law in matter very clearly.
Counsel, however, wishes to refer to the court a number of
decisions, governing the principles involved in this case, as
hereinafter set forth:
Delivery is necessary to perfect gifts mter vivos, as well
as gifts causa mortis and the rules governing delivery are
substantially the same in either case,
267 S. W. 364.
123 Tenn. 258.
59 S. W. 775.
• In ScMt v. Bank, the Court says:
''An examination of the modern cases all show, while
Courts will scrutinize with care the evidence upon which
gifts 'causa mortis' are sought to be sustained, and will re-
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quire in every case clear and convincing proof, yet, when it
is once ascertained that it is the intention of the donor to
make such a gift, and all is done which is possible under the
circumstances in the matter of delivery, the gift will be sus
tained."
123 Tenn. 258.
130 S. W. 757,
The quality and quantity of proof required in establishing
a gift inter vivos varies greatly, depending upon the circum
stances of the particular case. The presumption against
voluntary transfers being greater, where the parties are
strangers, than where there is more intimate relationship.
117 A. 67.
In re; CounelVs Estate-.
"Gift inter vivos sustained where certificate of stock was
kept in envelope containing -wdfe's property in safety de
posit box used jointly with husband, although stock remained
in husband's name and dividends were made payable to him,
and deposited in joint bank account of himself and wife, find
ing that there was a completed gift inter vivos, held sus
taining as against contention that gift was to take effect only
at death. Gift inter vivos requiring an intention to make
donation then and there, and an actual or constructive de
livery at the same time of a nature sufficient to divest the
giver of all dominion and invest the recipient therewith.
Gift of stock held not invalid for failure to affix proper
tax stamps as required by Act June 4, 1915, which merely
makes offender liable to prosecution, and does not affect title
of holder of stock.
Gift of stock held not invalid for failure to register trans
fer on books of corporation as required by Act May 5, 1911,
which is merely an Act for protection of corporation as be
tween disputants of stock, and does not control rights of par
ties in a transfer thereof.
128 Atlantic 503.
The fact that dividend checks were made out in the name of
decedent, though to be considered in passing upon the in
tent to surrender ownership, is not conclusive. The gift may
be sustained as an executed gift, even if the right to divi
dends had been retained for life. If all the essential requi-
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sites of a valid gift were present, as in this case, such right to
dividends would not defeat the gift or reinvest title parted
with.
269 Pa. 1.
112 A., page 107,
128 A., page 503.
In Kelso v. Kelso, 123 A, page 250, marriage settlements
?ire regarded with great favor.
That a man, conveying all his porpetry to his fiancee, was
madly infatuated with her and did a very foolish thing, does
not show undue influence.
Once the gift has been legally established, the mere fact
that access to the box, at the place of deposit, is given the





120 American St. Rep, 880.
263 Pa. 37.
106 A. 98.
152 F. 55 and 81 C. C. A. 251.
''The delivery of the possession to the donee to perfect a
gift inter vivos is necessary; but the courts require less
stringent proof of delivery to establish such gifts than to es-
tablish gifts cmim mortis, as there is usually less oppor
tunity to set up a fraudulent pretence of a ^ft inter vivos
than of a gift cmtsa mortis. As evincing the character, of
proof required when the ^ft is inter vivos see Hanson v.
Millett, 35 Me. 184; Sessiom v. Moseley, 4 Cush. 87.
In the case of Thomas Adr'r v. Lewis and als., 89 Va., page
63, the Court says:
"The delivery of the keys to Bettie Lewis, with words of
gift by her father upon his death-bed, invested her with the
same means of obtaining possession that Thomas had; and
made her the o^vner, with title defeasible only by recovery
or revocation of the donor, or by a deficiency of assets to
pay creditors; and the mere existence in Stephen B. Hughes'
hands of a duplicate set of keys for precaution against loss
or accident, which he had no right or authority to use, did not
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impair the validity of the gift which he did make*to his
daughter, in his last moments, in the most unqualified man
ner ; and, being thus invested with lawful oAvnership, the law^
in ease of refusal by the officers of the bank, would open the.
doors to her.'*
And it farther says in this case, that:
* Delivery Ls essential; it may be either actual, by manual
tradition of the subject of the gift, or constructive, by deliv
ery of the means of obtaining possession. Constructive de
livery is always sufficient when actual, manual delivery is
either impracticable or inconvenient. The contents of a
warehouse, trunk, box, or other depository may be sufficiently
delivered by delivery of the key of the receptacle. Jones v.
Selby, Prec. Ch. 300; Ward v. Turner, 2 Vesey*431; s. c. 1
Lead. Cases Equity 1205; Jones v. Broivn, 34 N. H. 445;
Cooper v. Burr, 45 Barb. 10; Penfield v. Thayer, 2 E. D.
Smith 305; Westerlo v. Denntt, 36 N. Y. 341; s. c. 93 Amer.
Dec. 517; Ellis v. Secor, 31 Mich.; s. c. 18 Amer. Rep. 178;
Hildebrant v. Bretver, 6 Texas; s. c. 55 Amer. Dec. 757;
Ela/)n V. Keen, 4 Leigh 333; Stephenson v. King, 81 Ky.
425; Lee's Ex'or v. Boak, 11 Gratt. 182.
In the case of Coleman v. Parker, 114 Mass. 33, and cited
in Thomas' Adm'r v. Lewis and als., it is said:
''This tei-m 'delivery' is not to be taken in such a narrow
sense as to import that the chattel or property is to go liter
ally into the hands of the recipient and to be carried away.
There are many articles which might be made the subjects of
a donation mortis causa, in which a manual delivery of that
kind might be inconvenient or impracticable. We have no
doubt that a trunk, with its contents, might be effectually
given and delivered in such a case by a delivery of the key.
* * * In the case of Cooper v. Burr, 45 Barbour, page 9,
and likewise cited in Thomas' Adm'r v. Leivis and als. The
court says;
"The situation, relation, and circumstances of the parties
and of the subject of the gift may be taken into considera
tion in determining the intent to give, and the fact as to de
livery. A total exclusion of the poioer or means of resuming
possession by the donor is not necessary. In Elam v. Keen,
4 Leigh 335, Judge Carr said: 'There are many things of
which actual, manual tradition cannot be made, either from
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tlieir nature or their situation at the time. It is not the in
tention of the law to take from the owner the power of giv
ing these. It merely requires that he shall do what, under
the circumstances, will in reason be considered equivalent
to an actual delivery \
''In Hatch v. Atkinson, 66 Main 324, quoted in 89 Va., page
68, the court said that delivery must be as complete 'as the
nature of the property would admit of. See Wing v. Mer
chant, 57 Main 383; Dale v. Lincoln, 31 Main 422; Hildebrant
V. Breiver, 6 Texas 45; Nohle v. Smith, 2 John. R. 52; Jones
V. Broivn, 34 N. H. 445; Marsh v. Fuller, 18 N. H. 360."
As early as 11 Grattaii the Court has followed the rule that
there is no difference with respect to delivery between gifts
causa mortis and gifts inter vivos for the court says in the
case of Lee's Ex'or v. Boak, reported in 11 Grattan, at page
182:
"That all gifts, except by w^ill, must be attended by deliv
ery of possession to make them valid. Until such delivery
they are inchoate and revocable; indeed mere nullities. The
donation in this ease, as found by the jury, was a donatio
mortis 'causa. But there is no difference in this respect be
tween donations mortis causa and inter vivos. The same
kind of delivery of possession which is necessary to make good
the one, is necessary to make good the other. 1 Roper on
Legacies 19; Ewing v. Eiving, 2 Leigh, 337, 441 and 344.
In the case of Harrison v. Foley, 206, Federal, page 57,
the court says:
'' The latter conclusion was reached after an exhaustive
review of the decisions of the courts and the views of text
writers from a very early date, and we think it is correct.
True," the keys given to Mrs. Foley (who sued Harrison, the
administrator of Medley, deceased), would not have opened
the box without the assistance of the safe deposit Company
and the gaurd key which it retained, but in this respect the
case is not different from one of a gift of a deposit in a sav
ings bank. The pass book alone without affimative action
by the bank officials would be unavailing yet a delivery of it
is upheld as sufficient."
Pierce v. Boston Savings Bank, 129 Mass. 425, 37 Am. Rop
371.
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Tillinghast v. Wheaton, 8 R. I. 536, 5 American Rep. 621,
94 Am. Dec. 126.
Tillinffhast v. Wheaton, 63 Me. 364,18 Am. Rep. 231, and the
Court continues:
''It does not affect the sufficiencj '^ of the delivery that the
possession and presentation of the pass book is not a full
compliance with the rules and regulations of the savings bank
respecting the right of another than the depositor to draw the
funds.
By delivering the keys of the safe deposit box the donor
parted with all the means of access in his possession at the
time and placed them in the hands of Mrs. Foley. His action
was in harmony with his condition and the situation of the
property. The money and securities being elsewhere under
lock and key, and not susceptible of manual transfer, he gave
the keys, which at the time and place w^ere, more than any
thing else, the physical symbols of dominion. It was the best
he could do. The cases of delivery of a key of an ordinary
receptacle are in point.
Thomas v. Lewis, 89 Va. 1.
Dehinson v. Emmons, 158 Mass. 592.
People v. Benson, 99 111. App. 325.
Jones V. Broum, 34 N. H. 439.
Marsh v. Fuller, 18 N. H. 360, and continues:
''We appreciate that the ancient barriers to fraud an<3
perjuiy have been weakened, but believe the remedy is for the
legislatures, not the courts."
In the case of Westerlo v. Be Witt, the Court says:
36 N. Y. 340.
"The evidence of Miss Westerlo establishes satisfactorily,
that there was an actual delivery to her of the certificate, as
a gift from Mrs. Clinton, in apprehension of death.
She desired Miss Westerlo to go to her closet, and look
in the pocket of a particular dress, in which she would find
a roll of paper, which she requested to be brought to her.
The parcel wrapped in a piece of paper and pinned together,
was brought to Mrs. Clinton, who proceeded to open it. It
contained the certificate in question and a small roll of bills
amounting to $600.00. Mrs. Clinton counted the money, and
read over the certificate. She then rolled the bills together
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in the same paper with the certificate and handed the whole
to Miss "Westerlo, saying:
"I give this to you. This is for yourself; no one knows
anything about it, and I do not msh to tell of it. She then
told Miss Westerlo to put away the parcel where she had
found it, as that was the safest place, desired her to lock the
door and place some article of furniture against it.
Mrs. Clinton at the same time told Miss Westerlo that she
had also remembered her in her will, and indulged in strong
expressions of love and affection. Miss Westerlo placed the
parcel in the pocket as desired.
The referee held this to be a competent delivery and that
Mrs. Clinton did not expect or intend to retain any control
over the possession of the money or security after that date.
I find no occasion to reverse his judgment on this point and
I see nothing in the manner of detailing the transaction by
Miss Westerlo, afterwards, that interferes with this view.
I am for a reversal of the judgment of the Greneral Term
and for affirming the judgment of the referee. All concur
except Grover, J.
Eeversed.
In the case of Stephenson's Adm^r v. King (&c,, 81 Ky.,
page 425, the court says:
"In the present case the intention to make the gift, long
l)efore it was made, is established by undoubted testi
mony. The motive for making it is equally as well established
and the delivery of the key of the desk and the actual de
livery of the letter from King containing a full description
of the note and bonds held by the agent, the only evidence the
intestate had of his possession for her use, is a sufficient de
livery to make the gift complete. No other delivery could
have been made, and the arbitrary rule such as formerly ex
isted witli reference to the delivery of choses in action, re
quiring an assignment and delivery of the identical thing in
order to make such a gift valid, having long since been aban
doned, there is no reason why the intention to give, with the
actual delivery of the written evidence of the right to the
thing, although in the possession of another, under the belief
of the donor that it perfects the gift, should not be held to
constitute a valid gift caif^a mortis.
In the case of Gilkinson v. Third Ave. R. Co., et aL,
In 63 New York Supplement 792, the court says:
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1. ''Gifts inter vivos—^Evidence—Sufficiency—Corporate
Stock.
In. an action involving the validity of an alleged gift inter
vivos of corporated stock by decedent to plaintiff, it appeared
that decedent was a Catholic priest, and an intimate friend
of plaintiff's father; that upon the death of plaintiff's father
the decedent assumed a relation of paternal protection
towards plaintiff, supplied her with money, and declared his
intention to provide for her support after his decease; that
thereafter when the plaintiff' was an adult, decedent procured
a deposit box, placed in it the certificates of stock, handed
plaintiff a key to the box, and stated that he had given her
the stock; that decedent also retained a key to the box, but
exercised no further control over the certificates, and died
about two months after so depositing them. Held, that there
was a complete gift inter vivos of the stock to plaintiff.
2. Same—Evidence.
Uncorroborated testimony of the donee's aunt is sufficient
to establish a gift inter vivos.
3. Same—Transfer of Corporate Stock.
Wliere a gift inter vivos of certificates of corporate stock
was complete, equity has power to compel a transfer of the
stock on the books of the corporation.
Appeal from special term, New York county.
Action by Maude V. Gilkinson against the Third Avenue
Raikvay Company and James Buffy, as executor, etc., of
Thomas F. Ward, deceased. From a judgment for plaintiff
entered on the report of a referee, defendants appeal. Af
firmed.
The following is the opinion of Refisree Roger A. Pryor:
''The action involves the validity of an alleged gift inter
vivos of corporate stock bj'- the decedent to the plaintiff. The
essential conditions of such a gift are an intention to give,
dnd a delivery of the subject, with a renunciation by the donor
of dominion and control over it. Beaver v. Beaver, 117 N. Y.
421, 22 N. E. 940, 6 L. R. A. 403. The defendant executor
challenges the sufficiency of the evidence to establish a gift,
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and his contention proceeds upon the rigor of tlie rule appli
cable to proof of a donatio causa mortis. But the rule is
peculiar to that class of cases; being in part a tradition from
the civil law, and in part an expedient to supply
the absence of the statutory safe-guards in a testamentary
disposition. Fiero v. Fiero, 5 thomp. & C. 151; Harris v.
Clafh^ 3 N. Y. 93, 121; In re: Manhardt, 17 App. Div. 1, 7,
44 N. Y. Supp. 836; Grey v. Gret/f 4cl N. Y. 552, 556; Grymes
V. Hone, 49 N. Y. 17, 23; Devlin V. Bank, 125 N. Y. 756, 757,
26 N. E. 744. Still the proof of a gift inter vivos must be
clear and satisfactory. Tilford v. Ba/nJc, 31 App. Div. 565,
566, 52 N. Y. Supp. 142; In re Rogersj 10 App, Div. 593, 594,
42 N. Y. Supp. 133.
Upon the uncontroverted evidence, these facts are ap
parent: That the alleged donor was a Catholic Priest; that
the plaintiff attended a school of his parish; that he was
an intimate friend of her father; that by the death of her
father she became an orphan; that thereupon the donor as
sumed towards her a relation of paternal protection; that he
visited her habitually and familiarly; that he corresponded
with her in terms of tender endearment; that he assisted in
her education; that he defrayed the expenses of her summer
vacations; that he ministered to her welfare by supplies of
money; that he declared his purpose to make provision for
her comfortable support after his decease."
Such being the disposition and intention of the donor
towards the plaintiff, on the 1st of September, 1898, he took
her (then an adult) to the Brooklyn City Trust Company,
procured a deposit box, placed in it the stock certificates in
controversy, and handed her a key to the box, in which she
put other of her property. The donor kept his own securities
in another box. Thereafter, on the same day, plaintiff's aunt
called-upon the donor, at his house, to thank him for his bene
faction to her niece. He told her that he had bought a box
for the plaintiff, asked if she got home all right with the key,
said that he had given her the stock and remarked that: ''The
little one is independent of everybody now. She has got
enough to take care of her." The donor having died sud
denly on the 21st October, 1898, the plaintiff' took the certifi
cates from the box on the 25th, and has had possession of
them ever since.
Upon the facts recited, the defendant probably would not
question the validity of the gift. The intention to give is in
contestable; and, as the delivery must be seciindum subjec-
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iam materiam, a delivery of the certificates of stock was a
delivery of the incorporeal interest they represent. Fulton
V. Fulton, 48 Barb. 581, 591; Allerton v. Lcmg, 10 Bosw. 362;
Beaver v. Beaver, 117 N. Y. 421, 22 N. E. 940, 6 L. E. A. 403,
Since it suffices to effectuate a gift that it be placed in the
power of the donee "by delivery of the means of obtaining
possession", the delivery of the key of the box was a de
livery of the certificates. Curry v. Potvers, 70 N. Y. 212, 215;
Reynolds v. Reynolds, 20 Misc. Eep. 254, 45 N. Y. Supp. 338;
Walsh V. Sexton, 55 Barb. 251. The proof of the delivery
Ls sufficient. Rix v. Ewnt, 16 App. Div. 540, 546, 48 N. Y,
Supp. 988. But the defendant affirms, of some of the facts
recited, that they are not sufficiently proved, because shown
only by the testimony of the plaintiff's aunt. True, it has
been held, against the vigorous dissent of Van Brunt, P. J.,
that a gift cmsa mortis is not etsablished by the evidence of
a wife alone. In re Farian (Sup.), 28 N. Y. Supp. 95. But
the decision proceeded upon the peculiarities of the conjugal
relation, and is inapplicable to the present case.
In addition to the facts stated above, it was conceded that
the deposit box was taken in the joint names of the donor
and donee, and that each retained a key; and from this fact
the defendant argues that the donor did not so part with the
''dominion and control" of the subject as to render the gift
effectual. In Deposit Co. v. Hwitington, 89 Hun 465, 468,
35 N. Y. Supp. 390, it was held that the joint ownership of
a box indicated nothing as to the ownership of the contents,
and that all that could be inferred from the fact was ''the in
tention of the parties that either might qualify herself to have
access to the box". But "a total exclusion of the power of
means of resuming possession by the donor is not necessary
to the validity of a gift". Cooper v. Burr, 45 Barb. 9. The,
only significance of the joint ownership and the common keys
is as an indication of the intention of the donor; and to as
sert, in the face of his explicit declaration of a gift to the
plaintiff, that he meat all the while to retain the property
himself, is to accuse the worthy priest of a wanton and cruel
fraud on his confiding friend. Moreover, it is a circumstance
of a persuasive import against any inference of an intention
on the part of the donor to retain dominion and control of
the gift, that, although he survived the deposit of the certifi
cates for a period of nearly two months, he left them, as he
placed them, in the box secured for their safe-keeping, and
\^^th the means furnished to the plaintiff of taking them into
her personal custody. '' The fact that the notes were left by
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the donor where the beneficiaries might take them after his
death was convincing proof tliat he had not changed his
mind, and no further formality to complete the gift was
necessary." Fulton v. FuUvn, 48 Barb. 582.
Grranting all this, however, it is still the contention of the
defendant that, as the certificates were not assigned, nor
power imparted to transfer them on the books of the com
pany, the gift was inchoate, merely, and so will not be con
summated by the judgment of the court. Undoubtedly,
•equity will not interfere to perfect an incomplete gift, but
the argument is fallacious in the assumption that the gift
was incomplete. "The general rule is that any delivery of
property which transfers either the legal or equitable title
is sufficient to effectuate a gift, and hence it has been held
that the mere delivery of certificates of stock is sufficient to
•effectuate a gift." Ridden v. Thrall, 125 N, Y. 572, 577, 26 N.
E. 627, 11 L. R. A. 684. That title to the stock passed by the
mere delivery of the certificates, without a written assign
ment or power to transfer, was expressly adjudged in Walsh
V. Sextpti, 55 arb. 251; Westerlo v. De Will, 36 N. Y. 340,
•345; Allerton v. Lang, 10 Bosw. 362; Eackney v. Vrooman, 62
Barb. 650, 670. And this whether the gift be caAisa mortis
or inter vivos. Hackney v. Vrooma^v, supra; Bradley v. Hwnt,
23 Am. Dec. 604 note. The.gift being complete, equity has
jurisdiction, as against both defendants, to compel a transfer
on the books of the company. Cushmam, v. Jewelry Co.,' 76
N. Y. 365; Grymes v. None, 49 N. Y. 17, 22, 23. Judgment for
plaintiff in confoimity with the prayer of the complaint.
Argued before G-oodricli, P. J., and Bartlett, Hatch, Wood
ward, and Hirschberg, J. J.
John R. Kuhn, for appellants.
James A. Patrick for respondent.
Per Guriam. Judgment affirmed, with costs, on the opin
ion of the referee.
Consider the action and the evidence of both the donor and
the donee, and see if it was not consistent with the idea that
a delivery was effected.
It was testified by the complainant that she did not under
stand lock boxes or safe deposit vaults, and knew nothing
of such things, and for that reason she deemed it wise for the
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contents of the box to remain in the same, and she would loot
to the donor for advice concerning the use of the same.
As soon as death of the donor occurred, she did not imme-
diately go down to the box alone with her key and endeavor
to get in, she did not attempt such, her very actions were
consistent with the state^nt that she knew nothing of such
things, what did she do ?'^Hiy she consulted her father, who
attempted to get Mr. Haskins Hobson, her father's lawj'^er,
but who was not in town, and then she did obtain one of the
attorney's in this case, who with her key and receipt went to
the bank and opened the box, only to find that the contents
thereof had been removed.
Then consider the action of the donor, Mr. E. J. Bond,
who went with his son to the bank during the Christmas holi
days, subsequent to the alleged gift to her; he did not tell
his son about the bonds, as stated by Mr. Word, he did not go
in and give them to him. If they were intended for him he
made no mention of these bonds at the time of his visit to
the bank with the son; for his very action indicated that
he had considered that a gift to Mrs. Grace had been consum
mated.
Would it not have been an easy matter for the donor to have
left at this time some instructions with the bank or have
verified in some way the idea that the bonds were for his
son, if anything should happen to him, because they were in
such close proximity, and were able at this time to make
whatever disposition of the same that the donor desired,
yet othey did not do it, nothing whatever was said to Mr.
Word about these bonds, not even to refer to this worn, dilapi
dated, partly erased, and without doubt a memorandum made
many years ago, judging from its physical appearance at the
present time.
The court's attention is carefully called to this memo
randum, and to an examination of the same, for this memo-
random exhibited herein is so blurred and illegible that it
surely bears out the idea that whatever understanding was
had with the bank through its agent, Mr. Ball, was had a good
many years ago, for the fact is that this memorandum was in
such a dilapidated condition, so erased and worn from han
dling, that the same is hardly able to be read, and this is
substantiated by the testimony of Mr. Ball.
He said nothing to Mr. Word about wishing to give the
bonds to his son, when it was very easy for the same to have
been delivered over to his son at that time, for he considpred
that the bonds belonged to Mrs. Grac«, as is further indicated
by his letter to her, and filed with these depositions, and Avrit-
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ten just about the time, in which he says, ''You are the dearest
girl to me, that you know, for I have proved it to you".
Is it not strange and a sin^ilar circumstance that the
donor's son, Mr. Ellis G. Bond, could not produce a single
letter subsequent to 1920, the date of his marriage, which is
alleged by the complainant herein, was not looked upon with
favor by the donor? Is it not a singular circumstance that
although the said R. J. Bond, alleged donor, should not have
visited his son's home in Weldon, subsequent to the one visit,
in all the period of four years when he had visited him sev
eral times per year prior to his son's marriage; does not this
indicate and make out a strong case that the father did not
look with favor upon the marriage of his son?
Did not the facts proved by the defendants herein tally
witJi the facts alleged in the bill of the complainant, in which
she alleged that Ellis G. Bond had been given a fann in Wel
don, which was sufficient to take care of him the rest of his
life?
There can be no denial of the fact that the donor was very
much in love with the donee. The letters introduced by the
complainant can not be denied. George W. Haynes, a Capitol
policeman, who often saw them sitting in the park together,
testified to the fact; in fact most every witness introduced
by the complainant stated that such was the case, and surely
there is reason to presume that such gift was made.
The courts have said that delivery, to constitute the gift
m^y be constructive, that a constructive delivery is sufficient.
Constructive delivery is always sufficient when actual, manual
delivery is either impracticable or inconvenient, as the au
thorities referred to above show. Was not this the case in the
instant case, the donee was a country girl, who worked every
day during banking hours in a distant part of the town from
the bank, where the bonds were kept, and which made actual
delivery to her, other than a constructive delivery, imprac
ticable and inconvenient, according to the rule laid down by
the Virginia courts, so that there was no other way for the
gift to be consummated from the donor to the donee, than by
a constructive delivery of the key to the box. The donor
was not himself an educated man, trained in the methods of
banks and banking, and would consider that a delivery of the
key, which would give access to the contents of the box, to be a
delivery of the contents therein.
The parties herein will perhaps attempt to make a point
of the fact that the card, filed with the bonds at the time of
renting the box, did not designate anyone who should gain
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entrance to this box. The court has said in the case referred
to above that, in case the officers of the bank refuse to open
the box, the law would open it for her, but this was not the
case in the present case, for with the complainant's own key,
the complainant herein, along -with her attorney, did enter
the box with the permission of the bank, without any trouble
whatsoever, so little can be made of this point by the defend
ants herein.
Even if the bank had refused to open the door of the vault
or to the box for your complainant, the courts would have
opened the door of the same to your complainant, for numer
ous authorities have been found by the complainant's counsel,
which say that, even if the bank officials had refused to open
the same for your complainant, the courts would have opened
the same for her; this rule is even laid down very strongly
in the case of Thomas' Adnir. v. Leicis, et als., H9 Va., page
63, and also in 128 Va., page 503, and any rules or regulations
which the bank may have concerning the entry of said box
that the courts have held, are merely to protect the bank,
and can in no way effect the ownership of property deposited
in such vaults.
The court's attention is carefully called to the case of Gil-
hinson v. Third Avenue R. Company, et als., 63 New York,
Supplement 792, where the facts are almost the same in every
detail to the case of the complainant herein, and which held
that such was a valid gift.
The courts have said that where the gift embraces nearly
all of the donor's estate that the courts will require unusually
strong proof to substantiate such a gift; this was not the
case in the instant case, in fact the gift did not constitute
even one-half of the donor's estate, and the rule is, ''less
stringent proof of delivery is required to establish a gift
inter vivos, than to establish a gift causa mortis'surely a
gift to the donee has been established under the law in the
instant case, in the light of what has been said above.
It is conceded the cases in this country and in England
are in irreconcilable conflict, but the policy of the Virginia
Court has been to ascertain the intention of the donor, and
then carry out that intention, if the donor has done anything'^
to make a symbolical delivery, under the circumstances and
according to the time and place surrounding him at the time
of the gift. Here the donor carried the key and receipt for
the j^ear's rental of the box to the home of the complainant
at night, told her what was in the box, that the bonds were
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hers and gave her the key and receipt, and later on iold
others what he had done. It is hardly probable this hard
working mechanic had been carrying this key and receipt
with him every day to his work. When he did this the gift
was complete and the title passed, this gave the complain
ant complete dominion of this box and its contents ; and, if
after this, he had attempted to do so dishonest an act as to
mthdraw those bonds, he would have been ordered by court
to restore them; but he was too honest and honorable to ex
ercise any acis of dominion of the bonds or the box, never
used the box after this, and even left about five thousand
dollars' worth of notes in the hands of a lady friend; with the
risk of theft, loss or destruction, rather than use this box,
even though he could have gotten a duplicate key at the bank
and gone into the box.
In note Sec. 1149, page 2667 (4:th Ed.), Pomeroy says:
^'Delivery of keys of bureau drawer, of safe, and of box in
bank, sufficient", quoting Thomas^ Admr, v. Lewis, 89 Va. 1,
and other cases, saying: "In re Wasserherg, supra, the
English cases were carefully reviewed, and the conclusion
reached that delivery of the key was enough, coupled with the
intention, though insufficient of itself to enable donee to get
at the bonds, since the bank would require further authority;
it was, however, a partial delivery, and a deprivation of
donor's facilities for dealing with the bonds."
In the case of Miller v. Jeffries, 4 Gratt. 479, the Court
said: ''A delivery is indispensable to the validity of a dona
tion mortis ccm^a. It must be an actual delivery of the thing
itself as of a watch or a ring; or of the means of getting pos
session and enjoyment of the thing, as of the key of a trunk
or a warehouse in which the subject of the gift is deposited
or, if the.thing be in action, of the instrument by using which,
the choses is to be reduced into possession, as a bond, or a
receipt, or the like."
In Sterling v. Windnson, 83 Gr. 797, the court said, ''"and
a delivery which does not confer upon the donee the present
right to reduce the fund into possession by enforcing the obli
gation according to its terms will not suffice. A delivery
which confers on the donee power to control the fund, only
after the death of the donor, when by the instrument itself it
is presently payable, is testamentary in character, and not
good as a gift". In that case the writing showing the sup-
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posed gift stated what was to be done in case of his death,
and court held this was a condition. In the instant case the
donor in order to show how thoroughly he had divested him
self of these bonds, and vested in the complainant the right
and title to same, told her that she had the right to go that
night and get the bonds, meaning that she then had the pres
ent control and dominion over them, absolutely and irre
vocably, and he made no reservation of any kind retaining in
any manner any custody over same, nor after that did he ever
exercise any act of dominion over them.
In the case of Allen West Commission Co. v. Gi-mnhles, 129
Fed. 287, 29*3, there was no delivery of the certificate of stock,
neither actual nor symbolical; but on the contrary, the al
leged donor had the certificate present, and it was capable
of manual delivery. The donor retained possession and con
trol of same, voting and collecting dividends on same, and the
court very properly held: "In this state of the case its de
livery was indispensable."
In the instant case the bonds were not present, and coald
not be reached at the time of the gift, and the only delivery
the donor could make then was the symbolical one by deliv
ering the key and receipt or lease to the box. To say he could
not make such delivery and thus complete his intention to
give the bonds, would be equivalent to saying he lost his right
to give his bonds to his fiancee, merely because he did not have
actual present possession of the bonds.
In Knight v. Tripp, 121 Cal. 674, it was said the purpose
to give ''must be executed by the actual delivery to the donee
of the thing given, or of the means of getting possession and
enjoyment thereof".
In re Van Alstyne, 100 N. E, 805, 806, the court held: "The
testator had the immediate actual possession of the notes and
trust deeds" and there "could have been no reason why he
should not have * * * by actually delivery the notes and trust
deeds into the physical possession and control of the re
spondent." The court then went on to say a symbolical der
livery was sufficient when the conditions are so adverse to
actual delivery as to make a sjnnbolical deliverj'^ as nearly
perfect and complete as the circumstance would allow. There
the court showed from the evidence there was no intentioit
to give notes to the alleged donee, his wife, nor was there any
delivery and the language used was merely argumentative as
the case did not go off on the law of gifts, but on the evidence,
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and tlie court said: ''The alleged gift to the respondent is
not supported by any evidence upon which it can be sus
tained."
In Tompkins v. Leary, 134 N. Y. App. Div. 134, the donor
had the securities in his desk at his home and gave the donee
the key to this desk, with the intention of giving the securities
therein, but this was seriously controverted by other evidence.
However, the court said as to this symbolical delivery: "No
^ood reason appears in this record why the alleged donor
could not have had the securities brought to him forthwith,
and then and there have made a delivery of them, and hence
there is no reason why a symbolical delivery should suffice in
this case."
S'pence on Equitable Juris., an English writer in 1846,
called a donatio causa mortis a disposition of property ''when
a person in his sickness, apprehending his dissolution iiear,
delivers or causes to be delivered any personal goods and
chattels to another, or puts the physicai means of dominion
over them, into his power to keep for himself, etc."
It was said in Foley v. Harrison, 233 Mo. 581 or 136 S. W.
392: " In other words, if the evidence in the case showed the
factmn of gift, and that Medley was in extremis lohen the gift
was made, then the delivery of the keys to the box was a suf
ficient delivery of the contents thereof.'' The italics are sup
plied, but in that case it was a gift causa mortis, and, of course,
the donor had to be in extremis, for this is one of the condi
tions of such a gift; and, if he recovers this is a revocation
of the gift.
In that case Medley, the donor, while sick, gave his keys to
his safety deposit box to Mrs. Foley, the donee, telling her the
contents belonged to her, with whom Medley boarded, the
court referred to Thomas v. Leivis, H9 Va. 1, with approval,
and also quoted from the following cases:
"In People ex rel. v. Benson, 99 111. App. 325, 1 c. 327, the
court said: 'Appellee did not have manual possession of the
notes until after the death of her husband. He gave to her
the key to the safe in which the notes were kept, and stated
that he gave her the contents of the safe. After his death, she
took manual possession of the contents. The notes were the
only contents of value in the safe. While delivery of posses
sion of the article is essential to the validity of the gift, the
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delivery need not always be a manual delivery. The delivery
may be symbolic, as the delivery of a key to a chest or a
trunk. The term is not to be taken in such narrow sense as
to require.that the thing given shall go, literally, into the
hands of the donee and be carried away. An unequivocal
declaration of gift accompanied bv a delivery of the only
means by which possession of the article given can be ob
tained, is sufficient. {Graver v. Graver, 24 Pick. 261; Cole-
man V, Parker, 114 Mass. 30; Hagemann v. Hagemann, 90 IlL
App. 251.) "Where the donor, at the time of declaring a gift,
divests himself of the means of possession and dominion and
invests the donee with such means, he should certainly be
considered as surrendering possession. And so when Henson
delivered the key to the safe to his wife and declared that
the contents therein belonged to her, he parted with posses
sion of the contents and ceased to have dominion over tliem.
From then on, appellee only had power of manual posses
sion. "We think there was sufficient delivery to make the gift
effectual. Order affirmed." (pp. 5&0-561.)
'*In Reynolds v. Reynolds, 20 Misc. Rep. (K Y.) 254,
shortly before her death, defendant's intestate gave to plain
tiff a bunch of keys, including the key of her trunk and of a
tin box therein, and stated that she wanted her and her hus
band 'to have everything'. Plaintiff thereupon opened the
trunk and took therefrom the tin box containing a bank book,
and retained it until after decedent's death. The Supreme
Court of New York held this a valid gift causa mortis of the
deposit represented by the book.
In Goulding v. Horhury, 85 Me. 227, the facts were as fol
lows : An old and illiterate man, with no other family than an
illegitimate daughter, thirty-six years old, at the date of his
death, had by his letters to her, and in other ways manifested
a strong affection for such daughter, and she was the only
occupant in his house with him when he died. He had for
some years made her his principal confidante in business
matters, and had frequently intimated in his letters, that she
would some day receive his property or the bulk of it. His
estate consisted mostly of stock, bonds, and savings bank
notes, of the value of some fifteen thousand dollars, which
he kept in a small, portable cupboard in the room where he
lived. During his last sickness, while expecting death, he
gave her from his pocket two wallets, containing one hundred
dollars in money, and the keys of the cupboard^ saying that
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lie gave her the money, and the cupboard and all that was in
it. She thereupon unlocked the cupboard in his presence, he
seeing what she did, and after some hasty handling and ex
amination of the papers, she locked them in the cupboard
again, ever after, during his sickness, keeping the key in her
own pocket. Soon after this, on the .same day, she placed
some valuables of her own in the same cupboard. He had
physical strength enough to have got from his bed and taken
the articles and passed them to her by his own hand. He
died within three days after this act. Upon that state of facts
the Supreme Court of Maine held that the jury were author
ized to find a sufficient actual delivery to constitute a valid
gift causa mortis.
*'In Stephenson v. King, 81 Ky. 425, the facts were sub
stantially as follows: The donor, in the apprehension of
death, delivered the key to her desk, containing some valu
ables, to her mother, also a letter from one King, her agent,
residing in Louisville, contain a full description of the notes
and bonds held by him as such agent. At the time of the de
livery of the key and the letter, which was only a few days
prior to her death, she told the donee, her mother, that she
gave her everything, and that the letter from King would
show what property she had, and for her to get the money
on the notes and bonds, described" in the letter. In that case
the Supreme Court of Kentucky held that the delivery of the
letter by the donor to the donee was a sufficient delivery of the
notes and bonds to constitute a valid gift ca^isa mortis; and
that the arbitrary rule, requiring an assignment and delivery
of the identical things given, in order to make a gift valid,
had been abandoned.'' (Pages 562-63-64.)
"The case of Leyson v. Davis, 7 Mont. 220, 31 L. U. A. 1
c. 448, before mentioned, is, in my opinion, the ablest and
clearest presentation of the vexed question of danatio causa
mortis that we have upon the subject on either side of the
Atlantic, and has done more to explain the principles upon
which that form of conveyance is based and to harmonize
the conflicting adjudications thereon than any other opinion
to which my attention has been called, or that I have been
able to find. That case involved the gift of $1,000,000 in bank
stocks. In that great opinion. Judge Hunt, in discussing this
question, said: * * * 'As will be seen by the statement of the
facts, the certificates delivered to Andy were issued in the
donor's name, and each certificate contained the words ''trans-
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ferable only by him or his attorney on the books of the bank
on the surrender of this certificate". The by-laws of the
bank also required a transfer on the books. The Revised
S'tatute of the United States (Section 5.139) provides as fol
lows: "The capital stock of each association shall be divided
into shares of one hundred dollars each, and be deemed per
sonal property, and transferable on the books of the associa
tion in such manner as may be prescribed in the by-laws or
articles of association. Every person becoming a shareholder
by such transfer shall, in proportion to his shares, succeed
to all the rights and liabilities of the prior holder of such
shares." No writing having passed at all between the parties,
donor and donee, and no transfer on the books having been
made, we must look at the principles and authorities bearing*
upon the direct point involved.'
- ''It was held in Slaymaker v. Bank of Gettysburg, 10 Pa.
St. 373, that shares of stock are, in commercial usages, re
garded as choses in action, and the certificates are evidence
of the title of the holder to them. Now, a chose in action is
incorporeal and incapable of delivery except by symbol. We
grant that it is essential to the validity of a gift that it should
be executed, but, where the nature of the property given is
incapable of manual delivery, a delivery of the symbol which
represents it is the only way to execute the gift. Things in
corporeal, says Schoulder, in a learned review of ^fts cama
mortis, were not contemplated by the earlier English jurists
at all, but when, in the commercial world, bills and notes
acquired a standing before the courts, a 'delivery of the Avrit-
ing, with or without endorsement, became the rule of trans
fer'. Equitable assignments are now thoroughly recognized
in the law, and, as a consequence, gifts that would have failed
long ago in England because of imperfect delivery may be
now upheld by the aid of a court of equity." (Pages 564,
567, 568.)
"In Grymes v. Hone, 49 N. Y. 17, the court sustaining a gift
causa mortis of bank stock, -where there was no delivery of
the certificate and no transfer on the books, but an assign
ment in writing of the shares. It was held that delivery of
the certificates without a transfer on tlie books of the bank
would have made no more than an equitable title against the
bank, but would have given a legal title as against the as
signor, and that the representatives of the donor became trus
tees for the donee by operation of law to make the gift ef-
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fectual. In Wash v. Sexton, 55 Barb. 251, a woman, appre
hending death, gave some certificates of stock in a railroad to
her husband. The certificates, on their face, were transfer
able only by her or her attoriiey on the books of the com
pany on the surrender of the certificates. There was no trans
fer, and no power of attorney was signed. The gift was sus
tained upon the authoritj^ of Westerlo v. DeWitt, 36 N. Y.
345. Westerlo v. DeWitt (1867) (page 571):
"The view that a delivery of the shares to Andy without
writing or transfer on the books is good is also in direct
hai'mony ^ith BasJcet v. Hassell, supra, where it was regarded
as unquestionable that a delivery of the certificate of deposit
involved therein to the donee, without an indorsement, would
have transferred the whole title and interest of the donor in
the fund represented by it, and might have been valid as a
donatia causa mortis. And we here observe that, as the doc
trine of this oft-referred to case seems, upon appellant's
theory, to contract the common law definitions of the char
acter of the conditions attached to a delivery, yet upon this
point—that choses in action may be given co/usa mortis—we
find the same great tribunal that decided that case expanding
the original English definitions so as to include not only
choses in action generally, but those which, by delivery, con-
cededly passed but an equitable title against all, except be
tween the parties themselves. Thompson, in his Commen
taries on Private Corporation, upholds a gift of stock by a
delivery of the certificates, and cites Basket v. Hassell, 107 U.
S. 602, to sustain his text, and lays it down that, 'in con
formity with this doctrine, it has been often held that a
valid gift of non-negotiable securities may be made by the
delivery of them to the donee, without an assignment oj- in
dorsement in writing. This principle has been applied to
notes, bonds, stocks, certificates of deposit and life insurance
policies. * * * So, also, it has been held that a valid gift
(in view of death) of corporate stocks, may be made by sim.ple
delivery of the certificates, with intent to transfer tlie stock,
even though the certificates on their face are made ''trans
ferable only by her or his attorney, on surrender of this cer
tificate"; though, as already seen, a gift of shares may. be
executed by transfer on the books, without a delivery of the
certificate.' (Ed. of 1895, Sec. 2390.)
"The argument that national bank shares stand upon a dif
ferent footing is not tenable, for it was held in Johnson v.
Laflin, 103 U. S. 800, that, when a certificate of stock in a
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national bank was delivered (with a blank power of attor
ney indorsed) as between the parties thereto^ the title to the
shares then passed; the right to shares then vested in the
purchaser. ' The fentry,' said the court,' of the transaction on
tlie books of the bank, where stock is sold, is required, not for
the translation of the title, but for the protection of the parties
and others dealing with the bank, and to enable it to know who
are its stockholders, entitled to vote at their meetings and re
ceive dividends when declared." (Pages 573-574-575.)
- * Judge Thompson, in his usual clear and vigoroTis
style, discusses the doctrine of distinguishing between the
legal and equitable ownership of stock where the delivery of
the certificate is had, and approves that part of the opinion
of Judge Rapallo in the case last cited, and concludes with
the following observations of his own: ' So, the legal owner
of shares in a corporation is the owner in whose name the
shares stand on the books of the corporation, whereas, the
equitable owner is the one who, being the beneficiary—that
is, the real owner—^is not registered as such on the corpora
tion books, and who must, if the corporation refuses so to
register him, go into a court of equity to compel them to da
so. The real meaning is that his title is complete as against
everybody but the corporation itself, and those who have su
perior right to have the corporation make the transfer to
them.' (Thomp. Cor. (1895), Sec. 2393.)
"We are, therefore, of the opinion that it was not indis
pensable to the validity of the transfer of the stock in ques
tion, by our statutes or the law generally, that there should
have been any writing on the backs of the certificates, and
that an equitable title passed to Andy. This equitable title
gave Andy full right to the stock, and equity should afford
him the means of obtaining the possession of that incorporeal
subject of gift—stock itself." (Pages 575-576.)
*'In the qase of White v. Gruhhe, 43 Ore. 406, the father,
having buried several sums of money in various places about
his premises, took his daughter to the whereabouts of the
money during his last illness and while quite feeble, and told
her definitely the several places where it was hidden, with a
positive declaration that he gave it to her, cautioning her
not to let anyone else know where it was, and advised her to
leave it there until the place was rented or she needed it.
The Supreme Court of Oregon held, that there was a com-
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plete delivery of the money by the father to the daughter, and
• that the transaction was a valid gift cama mortis.
"We might go on indefinitely citing and reviewing cases
where the courts of last resort of the various states of this
country have held that all species of personal property,
whether corporeal or incorporeal, are proper subjects of
donatio mortis causa, and that actual physical delivery of
the subject of the ffift must be made when practicable, or
symbolical delivery when the nature or the location of the
subject^was such that actual delivery could not be made, or
where the existing conditions were such that a physical de
livery would be unreasonable; and in such cases the inten
tion of the donor to part with the control of and dominion
over the property given is a prime factor to be considered
by the court and jury in passing upon the question of de
livery.'' (Pages 578-579.)
"Some of the courts of this country have followed one or
the other, and even both, of that class of cases, and, as a re
sult thereof, we have at this day many cases which hald that
money or property deposited in a bank, or in the hands of
another; valuables stored in safety deposit companies; choses
in action, and incorporeal property, etc., are not legitimate
subjects of gifts either inter vivos or causa mortis without
the consent of the bank in which the money is deposited, the
safety deposit company having the custody of the valuables,
or the debtor owing the debt. But notwithstanding that class
of cases relied upon by counsel for respondent, the overwhelm
ing weight of authority is in harmony -with the position con
tended for by counsel for appellant—that is: that all species
of personal property are proper subjects of gift, either inter
vivos or cama mortis; and that where the intention to give
is clear and unmistakable, accompanied by a delivery of pos
session consistent with and becoming to the nature, charac
ter and location of the property donated, the court will not
hesitate in holding such gifts valid. * * *
"The inextricable conflict existing between the authorities
cited by counsel for the respective parties to this suit has been
ore of the most fruitful sources of litigation mentioned in
the books; and prior to the decision of the case of Leyson v.
Davis, supra, apparently no attempt had ever been made to
reconcile them, or to point out the reason of their divergence.
In that case, however, Judge Hunt went a long ways in that
direction, and in my feeble way I have, by this opinion, at
tempted to assist the bench and bar to completing the good
work undertaken by him. The only apology I have .to offer
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for the length of this opinion, is the fact that, if observed, it
will assist to some extent, I hoi)e, in lessening* this class of liti
gation, and relieve the bench and bar of the arduous labor of
wading through these complicated and vexed, questions every
time a suit of this character is brought.
"Returning to the question in hand; was the manner of gift,
namely, the delivery of the keys to the safety deposit box, a
sufficient delivery of the contents thereof to appellant to con
stitute a valid donatio causa moHisf
"According to the authorities before considered, I have no
hesitancy whatever in answering that question in the af
firmative; provided, of course, as previously suggested, that
all the other elements of a valid gift existed and concurred
therewith. In other words, if the evidence in the case showed
the factiim of gift, and that Medley Avas in extremis when the
gift was made, then the delivery of the keys to the box was
a sufficient delivery." (Pages 580-581.)
This case was a masterful review of the conflicting authori
ties and. covered one hundred and. thirty pages.
In the case of Beaumont v. Beaumont, by Circuit Court of
Appeals, 3rd Circuit, March, 1907,152 Fed. 55, the donor liad
$51,000.00 in bonds and rented a box in a safety deposit com
pany in the name of himself and his two brothers, whom he
introduced to the safety deposit company, and gave each
one of these two brothers twenty-five bonds and also a key
to the box reserving to himself the other key and reserving
to himself the interest, or coupons on the bonds, as long as he
lived, thereupon two and one-half years coupons were cut
from the bonds and placed in the box, and the donor from time
to time would go to the box and use the coupons. The court
said: "Undoubtedlj'', there must be shown an intention to
give; that is, an expressed purpose to divest the donor of
title in and ownership of the thing given, carried into effect
and evidenced by a deliveiy of possession to the donee, and'
acceptance by him. It, of course, inheres in the conception of
the possession essential to a completed gift, that the donee
should have such control, and such control only, of the subject
matter of the gift, as is consistent with the ownership pur
ported to be transferred to him. What shall constitute the
essential delivery; possession or control, must depend always
on the circumstances of each case and the environment of tiie
parties. Where delivery of the property has once been made
and possession transferred, the gift is irrevocable, and is not
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affected by the fact that the donee immediately thereafter
comes into the physical possession and control of the prop
erty, without any retransfer of the ownership to the donee.
Code V. Monkhouse, 50 N. J. Eq. 537, 546, 25 Atl. 157; Mat
thews V. Hoagland, 48 N'. J. Eq. 455, 485, 21 Atl. 1054. Tliis
being so, we see no reason why a gift should not be affected
by a condition requiring temporary or partial ^ontrol of the
thing given by the donor, where the intention to transfer the
ownership is made clear, and a possession commensurate with
that ownership conferred upon the donee.
"In Indmtrial Trust Co. v. Scanlmi, 58 Atl. 786, 26 R. I.
228, decided in 1904, it appears that one Patrick Scanlan went
to the bank and asked if a deposit could be made payable
there to him or his brother, Dennis, so that if either of them
should die, it would then be payable to the survivor. The
treasurer of the bank explained to him that in that way either
could draw it if he had the book. Subsequently Patrick
opened the account in the names of himself and brother,
Dennis Scanlan, payable to either or the survivor of them,
and Dennis, though not present at the time, went soon after
to the bank and signed the signature book, Patrick gave the
book to Dennis, on the day of transfer, saying that it was
his, to do as he pleased with, and that he could draw the whole
or any part as he wished. Dennis continued to haA^e posses
sion of the book, except on two occasions when Patrick made
withdrawals of different sums for his own use, returning the
book after the withdrawals to Dennis. The court held it
clear, that a gift from Patrick to Dennis was both intended
and completed. In the course of its opinion, the court says:
" 'The argument against the vesting of a joint title in a
donee is that, because the donor can defeat the gift by draw
ing, the deposit, control of the deposit is thereby retained,
and so the gift is not absolute and complete. To this, it may
be replied that the donee has the same power, if he has ])os-
session of the book. Both parties cannot hold the book at
the same time, and the mere fact that one has possession of
it, aught not to be conclusive against the rights of the other.
* * Some cases go so far as to hold that the entry on (he
book of joint title, is self-operative, and that delivery of the
book is not necessary {McElroy v. Natl. So'V. Bk., 8 App. Div.
192, 40 N. T. Supp. 340), and that the retention of the right
to draw the money deposited does not affect the validity of
the gift (Dennin v. Hilton (N. J. Eq.), 50 Atl. 600.' "
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''It is true that, in the case just cited, the book, possession
of which was necessary to enable, either of the joint deposi
tors to draw the money, had been delivered by the donor to
his brother, but that, delivery once being made, completed the
gift of the joint ownership intended by Patrick to Dennis,
and, thereafter, it mattered not who had possession of the
book. The ^t was complete by the expressed intention of
Patrick and tne delivery of the book and its having been re
turned by Dennis to Patrick without intention to retransfer
his joint ownership did not affect the validity of the gift, the
Supreme Court saying, by Mr. Chief Justice Stiness: ' There
can be no doubt that the owner of personal property has the
right to give it away in whole or in part. Consequently, he
can give a joint ownership to another.' The court, however,
evidently would have been willing to go to the extent of the
cases it cited, if the facts of the case at bar had made it*
necessary. In one of the cases, Deiinin v. Hilton (N- J. Eq.),
50 Atl. 600, the donor deposited a certain amount of money
in her own name and that of the donee, jointly, with the
understanding stamped upon the account, that 'This account
and all money to be credited to it belongs to us as joint ten
ants, and will be the absolute property of the survivor of us,,
either and the survivor to draw'. Afterwards, the donor de
livered the deposit passbook to the donee. It was held by
Vice-Chancellor Pitney, that though the donor retained the
right to draw the money deposited, her delivery of the de
positor's passbook to the donee constituted an absolute de
livery of the deposits to him, making the gift valid.
"In MattheAvs v. Hoagland, supra, a father sent for his
son and daughter. They went to his old home and were told
to come up stairs, as he had something for them. They went
up stairs with him, into his bedroom. He took his box ont and
took certain papers out of the box and handed them to them,
saying: 'Here, take these. Life is uncertain and they are
yours.' The papers consisted of certain mortgages to be
held against the daughter; also railroad stock and bonds.
The children then said they did not want to use the things
given them then, and asked their father to keep them, and
handed the papers back to him, and he replaced them in the
box, putting the box back in his secretary. After this, the
father collected the interest and dividends on these securi
ties. It was held by Vice Chancellor Green that this consti
tuted a valid gift to the children, saying in the course of his
opinion (page 485 of 48 N. J. Eq., page 1065 of 21 Atl.):
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'If the gift is complete, the whole title of tlie donor has
passed from him to the donee and the subsequent re-delivery
of the subject matter of the gift to the donor, to keep for
the donee, will not disturb tlie title of the latter to the thing
given.'
''There is uncontradicted testimony in this ease that
Lucius Beaumont not only intended to give and transfer the
ownership of the bonds in question to this two brothers, but
that he actually, delivered the possession thereof to Ms
brothers in the private room of the Safe Deposit Company,
"Stating in substance that the bonds were theirs, although he
intended to retain his property in the interest coupons dur
ing his life. If it be contended, as it is, that the retention of
a key to the deposit box by Lucius, witli the right to resort to
it for the purpose of getting the coupons, was such a reten
tion of control and possession as would enable him to carry
the bonds away, and was therefore inconsistent with the idea
of a gift of the same, it may be replied that the donee had the
same possession and control and the same power of taking
away the subject matter of the gift, and not only so, they
had the rightful power to do so, as well as the physical op
portunity. By the giving of the key of the box to his brothers,
he evidenced his intention of making a gift in presenti of the
bonds themselves, and gave them immediate possession and
control. There is evidence that he did more than give the
."bonds and transfer the possession thereof, retaining his prop
erty and right to possession of the coupons. It is the testi
mony of the only person present competent to testify, that
he gave the bonds and delivered the possession of the same,
with the coupons attached, to his brothers, intending that
they should have possessory control of both, though coupled
with a promise from them that they would cut off and deliver
the interest coupons as they became due, to him during his
life, and that in pursuance of that understanding, they ac
tually did cut off and deliver to him all the coupons that were
ever used by him, and also those that came due in the Feb
ruary after his death. We do not think, however, that it is
necessary to so narrow the ground upon which such a gift,
if gift it be, may rest, but that a donor may attach a condi
tion to a gift in presenti, if that condition be not inconsistent
with possession of control by the donee of the thing given.
Why may not a father make a valid gift of a horse to his
son, delivering possession and control thereof, on condition
that the donor shall still have a limited use of the horse with
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such control as is evidenced by a key to the stable? The con
trol, incident to the possession given by Lucius Beaumont to
his brothers, of these bonds, was complete. Their physical
possession was such that they could have carried them away
from their place of deposit at any time, and the donor would
have had no legal right to complain, so long as he was al
lowed to enjoy the interest as it accrued thereof. The pos
session and control of the bonds was exclusive, and not the
less so in legal contemplation that the donor had also a key
to their place of deposit, and could, in violation of their
rights accruing from his gift have carried them away. Sucli
an act on his part, however, would have been a tort, if. not a
crime, and the physical opportunity of committing it, no
more derogates from the complete right of o\Niiership and
possession in the donees, than would have such an act com
mitted by one who had no lawful access to the property. That
the possession and control of the brothers was thus complete,
was practicallj' demonstrated by the fact that, after the death
of Lucius Beaumont, they removed the bonds to depositories
of their o^\ai selection.
"It is sufficient for the facts of this case to say, if the
donor, with the clearly expressed intention of making a gift,
make an actual delivery into the hands of the donee, the fact
the donor has la\\^ul access to the depository of the thing*
given, does not invalidate the gift, if the donee has also the
same access to said depository, and has such control over the
thing given, that he may remove it at any time he chooses to
do. The intention of the donor to give, and the once vesting
physical control in the donee, are, we think the crucial points
in this case.''
When Mr. Bond, on the night of the gift, gave the coniplain-
ant the key and receipt as a constructive or symbolical de
livery of the bonds in the box, he gave all he then and there
had, and did all he could then and there do to make a delivery,
and the claimed rule of the Savings Bank requiring a written
authorization to secure access to the box, did not prevent the
delivery of the key from being sufficient.
Tn Thomas v. Lewis, 89 Va. 1, it was held that a delivery of
the keys was an effective symbolical delivery of the contents
of the box, etc.
True, the key given to Mrs. Grace would not have opened
the box without the assistance of the Savings Bank, and the
guard key which it retained; but in this respect the case is
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not different from the one of a gift of a deposit in a savings
bank by delivery of the pass book. The pass book alone, with
out affirmative action by the bank officials, would be unavail
ing, yet a delivery of it is upheld as sufficient. It does not
affect the sufficiency of the delivery that the possession and
presentation of the pass book is not a full compliance mth the
rules and regulations of the savings bank respecting the right
of another than the depositor to draw the funds. By deliv
ering the key to the safe deposit box the donor parted with
all the means of access m his possessiofi at the time, and
placed them in the hands of Mrs. Grace. His action was in
harmony with his condition and situation of the property.
The bonds being elsewhere under lock and key, and not sus
ceptible of manual transfer, he gave the key and lease to the
box, which, at the time and place, were the only physical
symbols of dominion he then and tliere had. It was the best
he could do.
Wherefore, your petitioner prays that an appeal without
siipersedeas from the said final decree may be awarded her,
and that the said decree of the Lower Court may be reviewed,
reversed and set aside, and that judgment be entered in favor
of your petitioner, in accordance with the prayer of her bill.
And your petitioner will ever pray, etc.
MAZIE VEBNA GRACE, Petitioner,
By Her Attorneys,
WARREN L. TILLER and
WENDENBURG & HADDON.
AVARREN L. TILLER and
WENDENBURG & HADDON,
Counsel for Petitioner.
We, the undersigned attorneys, practicing in the Supreme
Court of Appeals of Virginia, do hereby certify that we have
carefully examined the foregoing petition and transcript of
the record therewith presented, and that in our opinion the
decree therein mentioned should be re^dewed, reversed and set
aside, and final judgment entered in favor of the petitioner.
WARREN L. TILLER,
L. 0. WENDENBURG.
Received December 11th, 1926.
H. S. J.
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City of Richmond, to-wit:
Record of proceeding had before the Hustings Court, Part
II, of the City of Riclmiond in a certain cause in chancery
pending therein, under the style of Masie Verna Grace,
Plaintiff, against Virginia Trust Company and Ellis G. Bond,
Administrators of the estate of R. J. Bond, deceased, and
Ellis G. Bond, Defendants, and wherein a final decree was
entered on the 15th day of June, 1926. Be it remembered
that heretofore, to-wit: At rules held in the office of the
Hustings Court, Part 11, of the City of Richmond, on the
third Monday in March, in the year 1924, came the Complain
ant and filed her Bill against the defendants, which Bill is in
the following words and fitgures.
BILL.
Filed April 2, 1924.
Virginia,
In the Hustings Court, Part II of the City of Richmond,
Maisie Verna Grace, Complainant,
vs.
Virginia Trust Company and Ellis G. Bond, Administrators
of the estate of R. J. Bond, deceased, &c.. Defendants.
Humbly complaining showeth unto your honor, your ora-
trix, the following case: That your oratrix, Maisie Verna
Grace, who is a widow 26 years of age, who has 2 young
children by her first husband, was and had been for several
years previous, the friend and sweetheart of the late R. J.
Bond, a widower, who was killed by a steam shovel crushing
him against the brick wall of Jenkin's Bookbindery on west
Broad Street on the 5th day of February, 1924, where he was
working as forman for K. L. Black & Co., Inc., General Con
tractors, and killing him almost instantaneously.
That Mr. R. J. Bond, deceased, had been constantly atten
tive to your oratrix for quite a while, for a period of over 2
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and 1/2 years, and that your oratrix was in love with Mr.
Bond and he was in love with her, and that the relationship
between them was tlie closest, sweetest and dearest that could
poi5sibly exist between lovers, and that your oratrix knew
and was satisfied that there was no one in the whole world
any closer and dearer to Mr. Bond tha^ was your oratrix,
nor Avas there anyone dearer to her than was. Mr. Bond, for
he had been so kind, considerate, thoughtful and affectionate
to her, ministering to her most whimsical and trivial wishes
and desires, and loving her with a love that almost
page 2 [- constituted worship, as the evidence in the case
Avill disclose, expressing his love in every way for
her, in his letters and openly to the world, for in fact he made
no attempt to hide from anyone the precious manner and
feeling that he held for your oratrix can safely say that
from these many evidences of his love for her and from the
affectionate manner in which Mr. Bond, looked after the com
fort, wants and desires of your oratrix, that no man loved
more trudy and deeply any woman. That so strong and
lasting had groAvn the feeling between them that in a short
while they were planning to be married, the same to take
place either in the last part of March or in April of 1924, of
this year, and Mr. Bond had told all his intimate friends and
her family that this "was what he was going to do and that
they were really engaged.
Your oratrix and Mr. Bond would have been married be
fore but for the fact that Mr. Bond's affairs were not in a
safe and sound business condition owing to the fact that
there was a possibility of him having to stand tor a certain
lousiness matter in which a friend had become involved and
which would have completely wiped out his whole estate if
lie should be made to stand liable for this possible loss whieli
would approximate something like $30,000.00 or $40,000.00,
and the right to any possible action against him would have
expires against him either in March or April of this year,
after which expiration of time Mr. Bond would be relieved of
any business embarrassment whatsoever, and it was for this
reason alone that Mr. Bond wanted to wait before getting
married.
That Mr. Bond had acted towards your oratrix as an en
gaged man should showing his affection and love for your
oratrix in the presence of your oratrix's mother and father,
by kissing and affectionately embracing her before them, and
aithoug-h your oratrix and Mr. Bond were not actually mar
ried for the reason above assigned she nevertheless held for
him and he for her the same depth of feeling that man and
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wife sould hold for one another, and he looked after her
with the same interest and concern as a man looks after his
wife. In the light of what has been said your oratrix can
safely say that although Mr. Bond had a grown son, who
under the law is his sole heir at law, and -who once was held
in a very high regard and favor by his father, Mr. R. J.
Bond, but wliose attitude and regard for his sane Ellis had
changed when his son married a girl that his father was
opposed to his son marrying, so that immediately thereafter
by degrees his interest and thoughts were centered almost
solely on your oratrix, as Mr. Bond so many times told your
oratrix that this was the way he now felt, for as he
page 3 [• said "Ellis lias got now all that he needs as he had
been given a farm in North Carolina worth $20,-
000.00 or more, which will be all that he will ever need, and
Maisie or May" as he would call your oratrix, you are all
that I care for now in this world and I am working solely
for you alone" and many times he, Mr. Bond, has told your
oratrix that'' everything he had or ever expected to have was
for her" and as he expressed it, "He would fix it so the dogs
couldn't chew it for her" and that "she was the only thing
in his life that he cared for now and that she was everything
to him'' and so your oratrix believes that if there is a "will or
one could be found that she would share largely in the bal
ance of the property that Mr. Bond had not already given
her prior to his death.
Your oratrix further shows that "R. J." her affianced, as
your oratrix addressed him was a man of considerable
means, whose estate formerly was in the neighborhood of
$40,000.00 or $50,000.00 consisting of personal property, such
as money on deposit in the Savings Bank of Richmond, Va.,
and on deposit in the First National Bank of Richmond, Va.,
and other out of towm banks, and bonds, notes and other
securities and evidences of debt which your oratrix alleges
wore solely for her if it should develop that a will was found,
for Mr. Bond had so many times told her that everjiihing
he had was hers.
Your oratrix has set forth, somewhat at length, the rela
tions existing between Mr. Bond and herself, for the pur
pose of showing "that it was perfectly reasonable and nat
ural, that he should have given her the gifts hereinafter more
fully explained, and of which your oratrix has full proof.
That a short while before his death Mr. Bond gave to your
oratrix some liberty bonds and other valuables to the value
of about $20,000.00 which were locked up in his safe deposit
Box in the Savings Bank of Richmond vault and told your
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oratrix that she could get them whenever she wanted, and
as a further evidence of the fact that he had given them to
your oratrix Mr. Bond gave and delivered over to her and
she accepted the key and the receipt for the aforesaid box
containing these liberty bonds and other valuables, telling her
there they were and they were hers and that she could get
them at any time that she wanted to'even explaining to her
how to use the key and that is he would feel embarrassed in
going to the box that he would take her down and introduce
her to a Mr. Ball, who was his friend at the bank, but that this
Avasn't necessary as she would understand how to get in
after the manner in which he had explained the opening to
her", but she told him that she would take them
page 4 }• and consider them as hers, but while he lived she
would let him look after these things for her, as she
t'elt that that was the man's thing to do, for she really felt
like she was married to him although they had to wait until
these business matters could be straightened out by his law
yer in Washington, for your oratrix who is a country girl,
Adiose home is Sunnyside, Va., but who has been worldng
here in Richmond earning a living for herself and her 2
children felt unqualified to attend to such banking matters,
as she knew nothing about banks and bank vaults.
That as soon as Mr. Bond was killed his son Ellis came up
from North Carolina and shipped his father's body to North
Carolina without even- giving her a chance to see his re
mains, and then went to the Savings Bank of Richmond, Va.,
and told tlie bank that he was Mr. Bond's son and that the
contents of the box were his, and on this evidence alone the
bank delivered these valuables contents over to him without
any qualification on the estate of Mr. R. J. Bond, without a
key to the box or any authority whatsoever.
That a short while thereafter, as the son Ellis could not
Avithdraw the large amount of money on deposit from the
banks, a qualification was had on the estate of Mr. R. J.
Bond and the Virginia Trust Company and himself, Ellis
Bond, qualified as administrators, by entering into a bond in
the penalty of $22,000.00 which covered only the money turned
over the banks, as the son made no mention of these liberty
bonds and did not turn them over to the estate at all as the
records will verify, and was preparing to leave for his home
in North Carolina so that your oratrix consulted. Mr. Tiller,
her attorney in this matter, as to getting these bonds in ques
tion as well as the contents of this box. Mr. Tiller and your
oratrix thereupon went to the bank and opened the box with
her key only to find the box and was told by the officer in
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charge that they had delivered the contents over to the son
of Mr. Bond who claimed them by usin^ the key at the bank,
thereupon Mr. Tiller, her attorney, made written demand
on the Bank for the return of the contents of this box who, in
turn, made Mr. Bond deliver them back to the bank so that
the Bank would not be held liable for these securities to your
oratrix. The Savings Bank of Richmond in turn delivered
these securities over to the Virginia Trust Company as ad
ministrator of the estate of E. J. Bond, deceased, taking its
receipt for the same, and in whose possession your oratrix is
informed these securities now remain.
Your oratrix further states that there were other
page 5 [ valuables in this box besides the valuable liberty
bonds, said valuables being notes and other securi
ties, but of which your oratrix is not familiar in detail as she
is concerning the liberty bonds and she is advised that she is
entitled to a disclosure and to have an accounting by the
aforesaid administrators, and for which disclosure and ac
counting she humbly prays.
Yoiir oratrix further shows that these bonds and securities
are likely to be again turned over or transferred to some other
party by the aforesaid administrators or converted into cash;
although the property of your oratrix, which will make it dif
ficult for her to recover the same, so that your oratrix asks
that a receiver be appointed to take charge of the contents
of this safe deposit box, more especially the liberty bonds
pending the outcome of this suit.
In tender consideration whereof and for as much as your
oratrix is remediless in the premises save in a Court of
Equity, where matters of this kind are alone properly cogni
zable and relievable, your oratrix prays that the Virginia
Trust Company and Ellis Gr. Bond, administrators of the
estate of R. J. Bond, deceased, and Ellis G. Bond, in his own
right, be made parties defendant to this bill and be re
quired to ansAver the same, though not under oath that being
expressly Avaived; that a receiver be appointed to take charge
of and manage the contents of the safe deposit box, includ
ing the liberty bonds, now in the possession of the said ad-
winsitrators pending the outcome of this suit; and that these
contents may be decreed to be turned over to your oratrix,
which were given to your oratrix, including more especially
tliese liberty bonds, and notes therein contained, as well as
such other property belonging to her; that your oratrix may
a disclosure and an accounting by the aforesaid admin
istrators of the contents of this box to her, and that all the
rights of the parties hereto be adjudicated and settled, that
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all proper accounts may be taken and all proper decrees ren
dered, and tbat your honor will grant such other further and
general relief in the premises as the nature of the case may
require or to equity may 'seem meet.
And your oratrix will ever pray, etc.
MAISIE VEKNA GRACE,
By WAEREN L. TILLEK,
Her Attorney,
WARREN L. TILLER, P. Q.
page 6 I And at another day, to-wit: At a Hustings Court,
Part II, of the City of Richmond, continued by ad
journment and held at the courtroom thereof, in the City of
Richmond, on the ISth day of November, 1924:
This day came the defendants, by counsel, and moved the
Court to speed the cause, and it appearding to the Court that
the counsel of record for the complainant herein has had no
tice of this motion, it is ordered that the complainant do
"within forty-five days from the date of the entry of this de
cree complete the taking of her depositions in this cause,
and that the defendant be allowed the same length of time
thereafter complete the taking of their depositions and that
the complainant be allowed twenty days within which to
take any rebuttal depositions which she may desire, and
in default of compliance "with the terms of this decree the
•cause will be heard and determined upon such depositions
and evidence as shall have been taken and filed in compli
ance with the terms of this order.
page 7 \ STENOGRAPHER'S TRANSCRIPT.
Piled July 22, 1925.
W. E. DuVAL, aerk.
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Virginia Trust Company and Ellis G. Bond, Administra
tors of the estate of R. J. Bond, deceased.
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DEPOSITIONS.
The depositions of Maisie Verna Grace and others, taken
before me, Mary E. Garber, a notary public -for the city of
Richmond in the State of Virginia, at the oflfices of Wenden-
burg & Haddon, 601 American National Bank Building, in
the said city, on the 5th day of Jamiarj% 1925, between the
hours of nine A. M. and six P. M., to be read as evidence on
behalf of Maisie Verna Grace in a certain suit in equity
depending in the Hustings Court, Part II, of the City of
Richmond, wherein Maisie Verna Grace, is complainant, and
Virginia Trust Company and Ellis G. Bond, Administrators
of the estate of R. J. Bond, deceased, are defendants, Notice
of the taking of the said depositions being waived.
Present: Warren L. Tiller and L. 0. Wendenburg, p. q., and
A. B. Dickinson, p. d.
MR. P. B. WATT,
a witness of lawful age, being first duly sworn, deposes as
follows in behalf of the complainant.
First question by Mr. Wendenburg:
IQ. State your age, residence and occupation.
A. 36, reside in Richmond, Assistant Secretary of Virginia
Trust Company.
2Q. Do you know it to be a fact that the Vir^nia Trust
Company and Ellis G. Bond qualified as administrators of
the late R. J. Bond?
A. Yes, sir.
page 10 j- EXHIBIT INVENTORY.
Inventory And Appraisement Of The Personal Estate of
Robert Jesse Bond Made By The Undersiglied, Oscar XJpsliur,
T. A. Hewlett and Russell A. Gills, Three Of The Apprais
ers Appointed By An Order Of The Chancery Court Of The
City of Richmond, Virginia, Dated February 11th, 1924, Said
Appraisers Having First Been Duly Sworn For the Purpose:
$10,150.00 of Second Converted 4^/4% Liberty
bonds @ 99.32 $10,080.98
50.00 of Third Issue 41^ Liberty bonds @
99.32 49.66
4,000.00 of Fourth Issue 4Yi Liberty bonds
@ 99.32 3,972.80
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Note of K, L. Black and Company, due January
1st, 1924, 5,625.00
Amount on deposit Savings Bank of Bichmond, 12,143.76
Amount on deposit First National Bank 3,480.27
Amount on deposit Wachovia Bank and Trust
Conipany, 1,060.12
Total, $36,412.59




We ask that the foregoing be accepted as an Inventory and






Administrators of the estate of
Robert Jesse Bond, deceased.
Richmond, Virginia,
June 12th, 1924.
page 11 }• 3Q. Have you a copy of the inventory of this
estate?
A, Yes, sir.
4Q. Will you either file a copy of the inventory or state
what the estate consisted of?
A. I will file a copy.
"Copy of said inventory is herewith filed marked Exhibit
Inventory" as a part of this deposition.
5Q. The first item of this inventory shows $10,150.00 of
second issue, 4^/4% Liberty Bonds, from whom did these ad
ministrators receive these bonds?
A. We received them from Mr. Ellis G. Bond.
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6Q. Do you know from whom he received them?
A. I understand he. got them from the Savings Bank of
Richmond.
7Q. Whom do you understand that from?
A. From him.
8Q. Do you also understand that they came from the lock
box at the Savings Bank of Richmond, that was in the name of
R. J. Bond, deceased?
A. Yes, sir.
9Q. The next item on this inventory is $50.00, third issue
4^1% Liberty Bonds, did you get this bond from the same
party?
A. Yes, sir.
lOQ. Did he tell you it came out of the same box?
A. I understood that.
HQ. The third item of this inventory shows $4,000.00
fourth Issue, 4^^% Liberty Bonds, did you get these from
the same source?
A. Yes, sir.
12Q. Did he tell you they came out of the same box?
A. Ye's, sir.
13Q. The Fourth item of this inventory shows a note of
K. L. Black & Co., due January 1, 1924, for $5,625.00, did
you receive this note from the co-administrator, Mr. Ellis G.
Bond?
A. Yes, sir.
14Q. Did he tell you this also came out of the
page 12 )• lock box?
• A. No, sir.
15Q. Well, did he say where it came from?
A. My recollection is that he told us that this note had
been turned over to him by some lady, whether she lived at
Mr. Bond's house or not I don't know, he said she either
found it on Mr. Bond's person or about the premises after
his death, that was the impression that I go, that it was the
lady he boarded with then or the house where he lived.
16Q. Have Black & Company paid this note?
A. Yes, sir.
17Q. The fifth item of this inventory shows an amount on
deposit in the Savings Bank of Richmond of $12,143.76, from
whom did these administrators receive this money?
A. All of the bank books were turned over to us by Mr.
Ellis Gr. Bond, the Virginia Trust Company then drew its
checks on the several accounts.
18Q. Was this account in the Savings Bank of Richmond
a regular checking account or a savings account?
Mazie V. Grace v. Va. Trust Co. etc. 47
A. I don't think they make any distinction there.
19Q. You mean all the accounts there are savings accounts
and earn interest?
A, I don't know of distinct privileges between checking
and savings accounts at the bank.
iPQ. Did not Mr. Ellis G. Bond tell you that he had got
ten this bank book and this amount on deposit in the Savings
Bank of Richmond out of the same safety deposit box that the
Liberty Bonds came out?'
A. I don't recall anything being said as to where any of
the bank books were.
20Q. What became of this bank book?
A. I think it is still among the papers of the eytate, al
though it may have been surrendered to the bank after the
balance had been drawn.
21Q. If you have it, will you file it in these pro-
page 13 \ ceedings?
A. Yes, sir.
22Q. The sixth item of this inventory shows a deposit to
the credit of this estate in the First National Bank of Rich
mond of $3,480.27. Can you, tell us whether this was a sav
ing account or not?
A. My recollection is that it was.
23Q. What became of this bank book?
A. I think it is among the papers of the estate.
24Q. Will you produce this book, if you have it?
A. Yes, sir.
25Q. The seventh item of this inventory was a deposit in
the Wachovia Bank and Trust Company of $1,060.12, was this
a savings account?
A. I think it was Mr. Wendenburg, I don't recall.
26Q. If you have the bank book will you produce it?
A. Yes, sir.
27Q. Do you know anything about the Savings Bank of
Richmond having delivered any or all of this property in
this inventory, that is, I mean the bank books representing
the deposits and the bonds to Mr. Ellis G. Bond, the son of
the late R. J. Bond, before there was any qualification on
the estate?
A. I don't know when the delivery was made to him.
28Q. All of these assets are held by the Virginia Trust Com
pany, isn't that true?
A. Yes, sir.
29Q. Were the bank accounts in the name of R. J. Bond
written up at the request of the administrators?
A. I think so.
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30Q. Where are those cancelled checks and accounts f
A. If the accounts were \vrritten up at our request we would
have the statement and cancelled checks.
31Q. Will you produce the same in these proceedings?
A. Yes, sir, if we have them.
page 14 [ 32Q. If the various banks still have these un-
cahceUed checks will you obtain the same for us
in these proceedings, or make a request as administrator?
A. Yes, sir.
33Q, Hpw did your company come to be appointed co-ad
ministrator?
A. At the request of Mr. Ellis G. Bond and his attorney,
Mr. Clark.
34Q. When will you produce these books and papers that
have been called for?
A. I will make a search as soon as I return to the office
and file them promptly if they can be found.
35Q. Will you do this today so as to expedite the matter?
A. Yes, sir.
36Q. TJiese Liberty Bonds that have been mentioned in this
inventory, does that indicate the face value of the principal
of the bond or the principal and any accumulated value?
A. That is the market value of the principal and does not
include interest.
37Q. How much interest was past due on" the $10,150.00
worth of bonds ?
A. If I remember correctly the interest date, interest was
due on these bonds from November 15, 1923, no interest
was past due, but the bonds carried interest which I think
accrued subsequent to November 15, 1923.
38Q. The coupons that were due on November 15, 1923,
had they been cut off?
A. My recollection is that they had.
39Q. Cannot you ascertain this definitely?
A. I can and will make a further report.
40Q. There would be no interest due until six months after
November 15, 1923, is that correct?
A, Yes, sir.
41Qi When was the interest due on the third is-
page 15 \ sue of Liberty Bonds?
A. March 15th and September 15th.
• 42Q. The interest coupons due September 15, 1923, had
they been cut off?
A. I think so.
43Q. Will you ascertain that?
A. I will and make a report.
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44Q. When was the interest due on the fourth issue of
Liberty Bonds?
A. On April 15th and October 15th.
45Q. Do you know whether the coupons due on October
15th, 1923, had been cut?
A. I think so. I will ascertain and report.
Signature waived by consent.
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$2.50 11/7/23, 192
The Savings Bank Of Richmond, Va.
Received from Ro. J. Bond Two 50/ Dollars Rent,
for the use of a safe in the Vaults of this Bank from
11/7/23 19.to 11/1/24,19.Subject to the Rules and
Regulations made by this Bank appertaining thereto
(see other side)
GEO. W. WATTS,
No. 1001 Vault Custodian.
Bank Open 9 A. M. to 2 P. M.
Saturdays 9 A. M. to 12 M.
(Rules & Regulations.)
The vaults shall be open each business day during regular
business hours. No person othen than the Renter or ap
proved Deputy authorized upon the books of the Bank, or the
legal representative of the Renter in case of his death, in
solvency or other disability, shall be allowed access to a safe
excepting as hereinafter expressly provided.
Deputies can be appointed only in person, or by Power of
Attorney.
Safe holders are warned not to impair their password or
number, nor intrust their keys to any person not properly
authorized.
Safes must not be left unlocked at any time. If the key is
lost, the Bank should be notified mthout delay, and the re
maining key brought to the office, that the lock may be
changed. The cost of replacing a lost key shall be paid at
once by the Renter. Keys shall be returned to the Bank upon
surrender of sale, or other termination of lease.
^0 Supreme Court of Appeals of Virginia.
•
Boxes must not be opened or papers examined within the
vaults but in the rooms for that purpose. This Bank is not
responsible for contents of safe unless by Special Contract.
The use of a safe is in every instance granted by the Bank
and accepted by the person using the same, upon the express
understanding and agreement that the Bank may terminate
such use and require the vacation and surrender of the safe
and of the keys thereof at any time upon the payment, or
tender of repajonent, of the proportion, for the unexpired
term, of the amount paid for the use of the safe. The Bank
should be properly notified of any change of business address
or residence, or of any desired change of access to the safe.
Safe Rentals and charges are due an^ payable in advance.
The Bank has the option to consider that a safe is not sur
rendered until the keys are returned or the Bank is notified
in writing.
If the Renter of a safe at the expiration of any term, or
upon an earlier termination as above provided, shall not re
new such renting, and shall fail to give up possession of the
safe, the .Bank shall have the right, at the end of fifteen days
after mailing notice of their intended action, to the address
of the Renter as registered in their books, or after direct
service thereof, to forcibly open the safe of such Renter in
the presence of any executive officer of the Bank, and of at
least one other witness, and to remove the contents therefrom
and to hold and retain the same on special deposit, subject to
the payment of all rent that inay be unpaid, and to a charge
for the use of the safe after the ending of the term, propor
tioned to the annual rent, and of all expenses incurred in
opening the safe and changing its lock and keys, and also
for the safe keeping of the contents after their removal from
the safe.
In case this contract is made with two or more joint Rent
ers, each of them shall be bound by the terms hereof and
each of them shall have access to the safe without any fur
ther authority from the others; each of them may at any
time appoint a deputy. Each shall have the right to sur
render the safe. The survivor or survivors of such Renters
shall have access to the safe in case of death of either of them,
hereby acknowledge having received this day from The Sav
ings Bank of Richmond, Richmond, Virginia, a receipt for
rent of a Safe, No. , which with its endorsement, of which
the above is a copy, embodies the whole contract concerning
it, also acknowledge having received keys to said safe hereby
agree to the Rules and Regulations of the Bank in force at
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page 17 MR. J. M. BALL,
a witness of lawful age, being first duly sworn, de
poses as follows in behalf of complainant:
Questions by Mr. Wendenburg:
IQ. State your age, residence and occupation.
A. Over twenty-one, Vice-President of Savings Bank of
Richmond, I live at Westhampton.
2Q. Did you know the late R. J. Bond?
A. I did.
3Q. Did he keep an account at your bank?
A. Yes.
4Q. How long has he had that account?
A. For years.
5Q. Did he have a safety deposit box at your bank?
A. Yes.
6Q. How long did he have such box?
A. I don't remember. We did not have any lock boxes
until we started in the new building. I had securities keep
ing for him but he did not have a lock box. I have had se
curities for him for years.
7Q. Wlien did he first rent a lock box?
A. I can't remember that but I presume he did so shortly
after we moved into the bank.
8Q. I wish to show yoil a receipt dated November 7, 1923,
showing that $2.50 was received from Ro. J. Bond, for the
use of a safe in the vaults in the Savings Bank of Richmond
from November 7, 1923, to November 1, 1924, and signed by
George W. Watt, Vault Custodian, State whether or not that
was the receipt given by the Savings Bank of Richmond for
the safety box that R. J. Bond had at your Bank.
A. Yes.
This receipt is now filed as a part of this proceedings
marked ''Exhibit Receipt".
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page 18 [• The Savings Bank of Richmond
Main at Twelfth
Riclunond, Va., February 8, 1924.
Copy
Received of the Sfeivings Bank of Richmond the following
Liberty Loan Bonds :
Second Liberty Loan converted—$10,150
Third Liberty Loan converted— 50
Fourth Liberty Loan converted— 4,000
The above named Liberty Bonds were left mth this bank
by R. J. Bond with the request that upon his death they be
delivered to his son, Ellis G. Bond.
Signed ELLIS G. BOND.
page 19 }- 9Q. I msh now to show you a key, numbered on
one side 96 and on the other side H. H. M. Safe
Co. Please state whether this is the key to the box that was
rented to Mr. R. J. Bond at the time this receipt was given.
A. I will have to compare this with the key at the bank
before I can say.
lOQ. Will you do that?
A. Yes, sir.
HQ. Is it not a fact that Mr. R. J. Bond only took with him
one key for the box that he rented?
A. It is.
12Q. Now, at the time of his death or shortly thereafter,
did you see his son, Mr. Ellis G. Bond?
A. Yes.
13Q. Did you yon see him before he qualified on the estate?
A. I did.
14Q. What did you give him put of this safety deposit box?
A9. The bonds that were in there. All the bonds that were
in there.
15Q. Did you take a receipt from him?
A. I did.
16Q. Was there anything else in the box?
A. Nothing.
17Q. Do you remember what date you gave him those
bonds?
A. I do not.
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18Q. Would the receipt indicate that?
A. I should think so.
i7Q. Will you file the reecipt, or, a copy of the same in
these proceedings ?
A. Yes, sir.
iSQ. It appears from the inventory of this estate that Mr.
E. J. Bond had in your bank $12,143.76, was that a savings
account or a general checking account?
A. A savings account.
19Q. The rules of your savings account depart-
page 20 \ ment require that the bank book, deposit bank,
should be filed with the bank when the money
is checked out, doesn't it?
A. That is the custom but is not always carried out.
20Q. Will you look at this inventory that has been filed
with the depositions of Mr. Watt, which shows that $10,150.00
par value of second converted 41/1 Liberty Bonds and $50.00
of third issue of a similar bonds and $4,000.00 of fourth is
sue of similar bonds were a part of this estate, state whether
these were the bonds that came out of the safety deposit box?
A. I presume so.
21Q. Had all past due coupons been clipped from the bonds?
A. I believe so.
22Q. Would the receipt show this ?
A. The account would show it.
23Q. And you say there was no other papers of any charac
ter in the safety deposit box except these United States
Bonds.
A. That was all, I think.
24Q. Do you remember whether the note of K. L. Black
& Co., due February 1, 1923, for $5,625.00, was in that box?
A. It was not. I don't Imow anything except about the
bonds. I have no recollection of anything being in there ex
cept the bonds.
25Q. Wlio opened the box after the death of Mr. R. J.
Bond?
A. I expect I did, but I don't remember that.
26Q. Mr. Ellis G. Bond, the son, had no way of getting into
that box ?
A. No, sir.
29Q. He had no key to the box?
A. No. For years I had been custodian of Mr. Bond's se
curities and it was understood at his death I was to turn
over whatever was in there to his son; that was distinctly
understood between Mr. Bond and myself. The son came a
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few days after Ms death and I delivered the bonds to him.
That is a fact.
page 21 [ 30Q. How many years ago did you have that un
derstanding with Mr. Bond?
A. 1 cannot tell you. I have had it for a number of years.
Ever since the Liberty bonds came out I expect. He left
the key with me for the special purpose, I told him I did not
•want the key but he wanted me—insisted that I have the key.
I gave it to his son and I carried out his wishes.
31Q. Do I understand that that understanding that you
have just testified to was had between you and Mr. E. J.
Bond during the late war when Liberty bonds were being
issued?
A. Yes.
• 32Q. At that time he had no safety box, isn't that true?
A. Until the opening of our new bank we had no individual
lock boxes. We had a box in which we kept securities for
friends. It was in that box that we kept Mr. Bond's securi
ties and Mr. Bond had no key to that box. And it was un
derstood that if he died we were to turn over to his son the .
securities that were in that box. But we had no individual
boxes until we went in the new building.
33Q. You were the only person that had a key to the box
in which you held the securities at that time?
A. No. The bank were the only people.
34Q. What securities did you have in that box you have
just spoken of, in which you kept your patrons securities,
besides the bonds?
A. Nothing but his pass book.
35Q. Do you mean his savings account book?
A. I do.
36Q. Did you have savings account books of other banks
besides your bank?
A. We did not.
37Q. Do you know where Mr. Bond's saving deposit books,
or, pass books as you call them, for the money that was de
posited in your bank on a savings account was at the time
of his death?
page 22 [• A. I do not.
38Q. Do you know whether he had a safety de
posit box in your new building previous to November 7, 1923,
at the time of the receipt I have sho^vn you?
A. I have told you, I cannot tell you, I cannot remember
but presume that he had one soon after we opened.
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Question by Mrs. Grace:
Q. Mr. Ball, did you ever hear Mr. Bond speak of a lady
friend of his?
A. No.
This question was asked while the counsel for complain
ant was out of the room. •
39Q. Do you recall after you had delivered the Liberty
Bonds to Mr. Ellis G. Bond, that Mr. Warren L. Tiller, At
torney for the complainant in this case, Mrs. Grace, coming
into your bank mth the key to Mr. E. J. Bond's safety box,
and you and he opening the box found that everything had
been delivered out of the box to Mr. Bond?
A. I remember Mr. Tiller coming in and going to the box
and opened the same. My recollection is that Mr. Tiller was
there with the key and the box was opened but I don't re
member whether Mr. Watt or someone else opened it.
40Q. Was not the box opened on this occasion when Mr.
Tiller brought the key, and mth the key that Mr. Tiller had
and the master key that is held by the bank ?
A. It was. That would be the only way to get in there.
41Q. Did you not on that occasion inform Mr. Tiller that
you had delivered the bonds and contents of the box to Mr.
Ellis G. Bond?
A. I believe that I did^
42Q. Were you not informed then that there was a claim
to the contents of that box by Mrs. Grace, the complainant
in tliis case, and did you not require young Mr. Bond to re
turn those bonds?
A. Yes.
page 23 \ 49Q. When they were returned did you put them
back in Mr. Bond's safety box?
A. I did not. They were delivered to the administrators
of the estate.
50Q. You have spoken of an understanding with Mr. Bond
as to what should be done with his estate that was in the
hands of the bank in the event of his death, was that verbal
or in writing?
A. It was verbal—I had no writing.
51Q. When Mr. Tiller came down shortly after the death
of Mr. Bond to go into the safety box, was this not the day
after you had delivered the bonds to Mr. Ellis G. Bond?
A. I am uncertain of date.
52Q. Was it not shortly thereafter?
A. Yes.
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CROSS EXAMINATION.
By Mr. DicMnson:
IQ. Mr. Ball, you have produced and filed with your exami
nation a receipt from Robert J. Bond for the rental of safety
box and I notice a provision on that receipt reading as fol
lows: "Subject to the rules and regulations made by th^
bank appertaining thereto (see other side)". I will ask if
you had a printed contract for this box signed by Mr. Bond I
A. If that receipt is a written contract we had one, if not,,
no.
2Q. The receipt was signed by the bank. I am asking if
you did not have some paper for the rental of that box that
was signed by Mr. Bond?
A. Nothing but this so far as I can say.
3Q. Will you look and see if you have not a paper si^ed
by Mr. Bond on which are printed the rules and regulations
and also blank spaces printed on it for the designation of the
persons who are to be authorized to have access
page 24 }• to the box, signed by Mr. Bond, and, if so, will
you please file a copy of it with your deposition.
A. I will
4Q. You have stated Mr. Ball that Mr. Bond had one key
to this lock box and the bank had the other. How many keys
were there to each box?
A. Two keys. ^
5Q. You were asked a moment ago, if it was not necessary
in order to enter that box that this particular key that has
been produced here this afternoon and shown you should be
produced and that "with the master key held by the bank
were not necessary to open the box? Isn't it a fact that
either the key held by the bank to this particular box or the
key which has been shown you this afternoon, either would
have been sufficient to open the box?
A. If I said only this key I didn't intend that. There are
duplicates. If I said that I did not intend it, for for they are
always issued in duplicate.
6Q. So either the key that has been produced here this
afternoon or the one in the bank would have been sufficient to
open that box?
A. Yes. But you have also to use the master key with
either one.
7Q. Mr. Ball, you have referred to a conversation and un
derstanding had between you and Mr. Bond as to the disposi
tion that should be made by the bank of his securities in the
event of his death. You have stated that you had this un-
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derstanding with him for some years. Has that understand
ing been referred by him and yourself at any time since it
was originally made several years ago ?
A. More than once.
8Q. Did you not have a written memorandum showing the
disposition that should be made of these securities in the event
of Mr. Bond's death?
page 25 J- ''At my death deliver to my son Ellis Gr. Bond".
Cannot find my original memo, but this I think was the
request.
page 26 ]• Excepted to as secondary evidence. The best
evidence the memorandum itself.
A. Did I have a memorandum. I did.
9Q. Will you please file that memorandum or a copy of it
with your deposition?
A. I will if I can find it.
lOQ. Do j'^ ou recall whether or not any reference was made
by Mr. Bond to you in regards to this previous understand
ing at or about the time of the rental of this box he took in
the bank.
A. I believe this memorandum was made at the time the
box was rented.
HQ. Did you ever see Mr. Ellis G. Bond, the son, at any
time with his father in your bank?
A. I did not but he was in the bank during the holidays
when I was absent. Mr. Word saw his father with him.
Excepted by Mr. Wendenburg as hearsay.
Signature waived by consent of counsel.
page 27 [ Referring to call made for some information I
wish to say that I have examined the records of
Virginia Trust Company and now confirm the statement made
this morning that there was no past due interest coupons
on any of the Liberty Bonds constituting a part of this es
tate. Also confirm the interest payment dates as stated in
my previous testimony. Answering inqmrty about bank
books desire to say that our records show that the First
National Bank account, which was in the savings depart
ment, and the Wachovia Bank and Trust Co., which was also
in savings department, were written up at our request.
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Witness exhibited pass books to First National Bank to
counsel. The pass book with Wachovia Bank & Trust Co.,
was returned by administrator to that bank.
We returned last mentioned book when we drew the check
for the balance to Mr. Bond's credit in that bank as shown
by the credit, which is here exhibited to counsel. There is
nothing in our records to show whether or not the Savings
Bank of Richmond account was written up at our request, but
the presumption is that it was, for the balance is drawn down
on February 14th, which was three days after our qualifica
tion and of course three days after the books came into our
possession from Mr. Ellis G-. Bond. The book shows that
this book was previously balanced March 5, 1922, and of
course all checks dra^vn prior to that time were returned to
Mr. Bond and no checks were subsequently dra^m by him
until it was last balanced. The pass book of Savings Bank
of Richmond were started in 1909 and the one of the First
National Bank on January 20, 1922.
Signature waived by consent of counsel.
By consent of all parties, by counsel, the further taking
of these depositions is continued to January 8, 1925, at the
same place and between the same hours.
page 28 J- Offices of Wendenburg &Haddon,
601 American National Bank Bldg.,
Richmond, Virgini.
January 8,1925.
Present Warren L. Tiller and L. 0. Wendenburg, p. q.;
A. B. Dickinson, p. d.
F. J. JOHNSON,
a witness of lawful age, being first duly sworn, deposes as
follows in behalf of the complainant.
Questions by Mr. Wendenburg:
IQ. State yoii, age, residence and what relation are you to
the complainant in this case.
A. 55, I live at Sunnyside, Virginia, Cumberland County,
I am her father. I am a farmer.
2Q. Did you know the late R. J. Bond?
A. Yes, sir, I did.
3Q. State whether he was engaged to be married to your
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daughter, Mrs. Grace, the complainant in this case, and if so,
when did you first learn of this.
A. He was, I learned of this in the summer of 1923.
4Q. After you learned he was engaged to be married to
your daughter, the complainant, how was he treated in the
family?
A. He was treated as we would treat our future son in law.
We treated him kindly.
5Q. State whether he was devoted to your daughter, his
future wife ?
A. He was very devoted to her. I remember I was haul
ing some light-wood there were several very nice knots of
light-wood out ther and he gathered up three knots of light-
wood and said he was going to carry them home to his darling
Maisie to make her fires with. I thought he was very thought
ful.
page 29 }• 6Q. Whom did he mean by his "Darling Mai
sie"?
A. My daughter.
7Q. What was the name you called your daughter?
A. We called her Maisie at home but he called her Mrs.
Bond, always took a delight in calling her Mrs. Bond.
CROSS EXAMINATION.
By Mr. Dickinson:
IQ. Mr. Johnson, you said you first learned of the en
gagement of your daughter to Mr. Bond in the summer of
1923.
A. Yes, sir.
2Q. You first learned of this through your daughter?
A. Yes, sir.
3Q. Do you remember the month?
A. No, sir, I don't.
4Q. Do you remember whether it was in the early part or
the latter part of the summer?
A. It was along in the middle of the summer it seems to
me. I can't say positively—I don't know the month.
Signature waived by consent.
MRS. L. O. JOHNSON,
a witness of lawful age, being first duly sworn, deposes as
follows in behalf of the complainant;
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Questions by Mr. Wendenburg:
IQ. State your age, residence and what relation are you
to the complainant, Mrs. Grace?
A. 53, Cumberland County, Sunnyside, Virginia, I am her
mother.
2Q. How long have you and your husband been farming in
Cumberland County?
A. 30 years.
3Q. When did you first learn that Mr. Bond was
page 30 [• engaged to be married to your daughter 'i
A. Well, it was in the summer, about July, 1923.
4Q. After you learned this how was he treated in the
family?
A. We treated him very kindly and looked upon him as
always one of the family. He visited us really often.
5Q. State whether or not he was devoted to your daughter,
Mrs. Grace?
A. Yes, sir, he was very much devoted to her.
6Q. Do you remember a conversation at the table in the
Christmas of 1923 when he made the remark that he loved
your daughter better than anything in the world, and is so,
what did your daughter do?
A. Yes, sir, it was at the breakfast table Cliristmas morn
ing. He said he loved her better than any girl in the world
and he wanted to marry her is she would marry liim, and if
he died or anything happened to him he wanted her to have
$20,000.00, and he said if she marries me she shall have $45,-
000.00. He said he thought more of her than anybody on
earth. She left the table in tears. He said lots more in tell
ing me how much he cared for her. Do you want me to word
it?
7Q. Yes, go on.
A. He said he was in sympathy with her as her husband
had deserted her and he felt so sorry to know that she had
to work and go through the cold. Her husband had left the
table to go out to get a smoke.
CROSS EXAMINATION.
By Mr. Dickinson:
IQ. This conversation Mrs. Johnson, you say was at flie
breakfast table on Chirstmas in 1923?
A. Yes, sir.
2Q. At your house in Cumberland?
A. Yes, sir, at olir house in Cumberland.
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page 31 i- MISS MINNIE JOHNSON,
a witness of lawful age, being first duly sworn, de
poses as follows in behalf of the complainant:
Questions by Mr. Wendenburg:
IQ. State your age, residence, and what relation are you
to the complainant, Mrs. Grace, in this case?
A. 24, live in Richmond, Virginia, I am her sister.
2Q. When did you first learn that your sister, the complain
ant in this case, was engaged to be married to the defendant,
R. J. Bond?
A. It was in the summder of 1923.
3Q. Who gave you this information?
A. Well, I heard him say so.
4Q. State whether or not he was devoted to your sister,
his future vntel
A. I think he must have been by the way he talked. He
said after they were married he would like for me to come
and board with them.
5Q. Are you working in the city of Richmond?
A. Yes, sir.
6Q. Where are you working?
A. Armour & Company.
7Q. How long have you been working with them?




IQ. You stated that you learned of the engagement of your
sister, Mrs. Masie Grace to Mr. Bond in the summer of 1923,
was that the same time your father and mother spoke of in
1923?
A. Yes, I think so.
2Q. You said you heard him speak of the engagement?
Where was that?
A. It was on the Viaduct—Marshall Street Viaduct, one
night we were walking home from the Bluebird Theater,
my my sister and R. J., we three were together,
page 32 [• 3Q. Do you remember the night of the week that
was ?
A. The night of the week you say?
4Q. Yes, the night of the week.
A. That is beyond my recollection it has been so long ago.
5Q. And you don't remember the night?
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A. I know it was in the summer time because it was warm,
the weather was warm.
6Q. And what did he say?
A. Well, he said after they were married he wanted me to
come and board with them and he said he though the world
of May.
7Q. That was all he said about that?
A. I believe so.
By Mr. Wendenburg:
IQ. When you spoke of R. J. did you mean B. J. Bond?
A. I riiean Robert J. Bond, Maizie called him R. J., she
always called him R. J.
Signature waived by consent of counsel.
MISS MARIE JOHNSON,
a witness of lawful age, being first duly sworn, deposes as
follows in behalf of the complainant:
By Mr. Wendenburg:
IQ. Please state your age, residence and what relation are
you to the complainant, Mrs. G-race, in this case?
A. 17 years. My home is in Cumberland but I am staying
in Richmond—I go to the doctor's. I am staying with my
sister. I am her sister.
2Q. When did you first learn of your sister's engagement
to the late R. J. Bond?
A. It was in the summer of 19'23,
3Q. After that how was he treated by your father and
mother and the family?
A. He was treated as a member of the family.
4Q. State whether or not he was devoted to your sister,
Mrs. Grace, and, if so, how do you know that?
page 33 j- A. He was continually speaking of her, called
her his little girl and said he loved her better than
anything in the world.
5Q. State whether you ever heard him call her Mrs. Bond,
or May Bond, and, if so so, what did he say about it?
A. Yes, sir, we were all out on the back porch, he said
"this is May Bond, doesn't that sound natural".
CROSS EXAMINATION.
By Mr. Dickinson:
IQ. You said you heard of the engagement of your sister
to Mr. Bond in the summer of 1923?
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A. Yes, sir.
2Q. You learned of this through her I
A. Yes, sir.
3Q.. The conversation you spoke of, on the back porch, was
that the same summer?
A. Yes, sir, I think it was—I am pretty sure it was.
4Q. You don't remember the month, day or the week?
A. No, but is was in the summer- time because it was real
warm.
5Q. Do you remember whether that was about the time
you learned of her engagement!
A. You are speaking of the time when we were on the back
porch. No, sir, she had spoken to me about the engagement
before then.
6Q. Was your sister living at home at that time?
A. Sister May?
6Q. Yes.
A. I think she was visiting up there then.
Signature waived by consent.
R. J. JOHNSON,
a witness of lawful age, being first duly sworn, deposes as
follows in behalf of the complainant:
By Mr. Wendenburg:
IQ. State your age, residence and occupation.
A. Age 22, I live at 3510 E. Clay Street,
page 331/2 [ I am a fireman in the Richmond Fire Depart
ment.
2Q. What relation are you to Mrs. Grace, the complain
ant in this case?
A. I am her brother.
3Q. Did you know the late Mr. R. J. Bond?
A. Yes, sir.
4Q. State whether you ever heard he was engaged to be
married to your sister, the complainant?
A. She told me-in the summer of 1923.
5Q. What were the relationship between you and him after
that?
A. Very friendly.
6Q. How friendly were these relations?
A. Every opportunity I got I was with him at his work and
when I was off duty.
7Q. Wlien you were off duty in the Fire Department state
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whether or not you would go up to his place of business an(J
watch him.
A. Yes, sir.
8Q. "What was his business f
A. Construction foreman.
9Q. State whether or not you would visit him from time to»
time at home?
A. Yes, sir.
lOQ. How did you look upon himf
A. As a brother,
HQ. State whether you ever had a conversation with him
in which he spoke to you about what he had done for your
sister, the complainant, and if so, what was said?
A. He said that my sister, May, did not think that he loved
her because she was young and he was an old man, but she:
had no right to think that because I have given her presents
and given her my bonds and keys and receipt for the box in
the vault in the bank.
12Q. When was this conversation?
page 34 [ A. The first part of January, 1924.
.13Q. State whether you ever had any conversa
tion with him after that along the same lines and, if so, what
was the conversation?
A. He told me my sister complained about his extrava
gance toward her; that she did not have any right to com
plain about that as I have given her enough to take care of
!ler the rest of her life.
14Q. What extravagance did he refer to in that conversa
tion?
A. By expensive presents and taking her to the theater,
15Q. State whether or not your sister, Mrs. Grace, was a
very economical woman and objected to any kind of extrava
gance?
A. Yes, sir.
Question and answer objected to by counsel for defend
ants as irrelevant and immaterial.
16Q. State whether or not your sister, Mrs. Grace, ap
proved of extravagance?
A. No, sir.
Same objection by counsel for defendant.
17Q. Now, after this conversation you have just spoken of,
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did you ever have a conversation with Mr. R. J. Bond in re
gard to his son, and, if so, what was that conversation ?
A. He told me his son was well provided for and that only
one person in this world could have his money and that is
your sister.
18Q. Wliat else did he say in reference to his son?
A. He said his son had enough and if he could not live on
what he had he would have to do without.
page 23 \ CROSS EXAMINATION.
By Mr. Dickinson:
IQ. Mr. Johnson, you have related three conversations you
had with Mr. Bond, you said the first of these conversations
took place in the first part of January, 1924, will you please
say when the second and third took place.
A. The second took place several weeks after the first and
the third before his death.
2Q. Can you tell us when that was?
A. Before February 4, 1924.
3Q. You say the first took place the early part of Jan
uary, that the second took place several weeks later, can you
^ve us some idea when the third took place other than say-
inp: before his death.
A. In the latter part of January.
4Q. Was anyone present at these conversations—at either
of these conversations—other than yourself.
A. No, sir.
5Q. Where were these several conversations held?
A. At his home 521 North Seventh Street.
6Q. Do you remember the day of the week when any of
these conversations took place?
A. No, sir.
Signature waived by counsel.
page 36 [ MR. GEORGE W. HAYNES,
a witness of lawful age, being first duly sworn,
deposes as follows in behalf of the complainant:
By Mr. Wendenburg:
IQ. State your age, residence, and occupation.
A. Will be 54 the 5th day of September, 528 North Tenth
Street, Capitol Policeman.
2Q. Did you know the late R. J. Bond and the youn^? lady
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with whom he went, the complainant, Mrs. Grace, and is so,
where did you meed them?
A. Well, I will tell you, I knew Mr. Bond all the time he
was excavating for this new. office building and would see
him with the young lady.
3Q. State whether you ever heard him express his feelings
toward the complainant, Mrs. Grace?
A. "Well, he just said she was all the world to him, the only
woman he cared anything about.
4Q. When this occur?
A. At different times. I saw him and and talked to him
and her and he told me about having some matter held up
down there in Washington, it was not over a couple of weeks
or ten days before he got killed.
5Q. State whether he ever said anything about marrying
her?
A. He said he was hung up down at Washington and when
he got straightened out he was going to marry her and he
sure did love that girl. I don't think I'd know her if I saw
her. She was the one who told me about his being killed but
of course I had seen it in the papers.
CROSS EXAMINATION.
By Mr. Dickinson:
IQ. What office building was it that he was tending to the
excavation?
A. He excavated for that new building over her, the State
Office Building.
2Q. Did he ever tell you in what respect or how he was
hung up in Washington?
page 37 [ A. No, he never did. I asked and he just said
he was hung up—^it was none of my business.
3Q. Did he ever mention anything in connection with the
tie up in Washington?
A. Not a thing, nothing but what I have stated to you. He
was always nice to me during the time I knew him.
4Q. During the time you knew him did he ever take any
trips to Washington in connection with this?
A. I cannot tell you.
5Q. And he didn't tell you how he was tied up there?
A. No, sir, I never asked Mm and I don't know.
Signature waived by consent of counsel.
By consent of all parties, by counsel, the further taking of
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tliese depositions is continued to January 13th, at the same
place and between tlie same hours.
Office of Wendenburg & Haddon,
601 American Nat. Bank Building,
Richmond, Virginia, January 13, 1925.
Present "Warren Tiller and L. 0. Wendenburg, p. q.
After waiting for several hours for the counsel for the de
fendants, and he failing to appear, the further taking of these
depositions is to January 14, 1925, at the same place at 2:30
P. M. by consent of all parties, by counsel.
page 38 J- Office of Wendenburg & Haddon,
January 14, 1925.
Present "Warren L. Tiller and L.. 0. Wendenburg, p. q.
A. B. Dickinson, p. d.
R. L. BEAM,
being first duly sworn, deposes as follows in behalf of the
complainant:
Question by Mr. "Wendenburg:
IQ. State your age, residence and occupation, and how
long have you known the late R. J. Bond.
A. 25 years, Bellevue Apartments, 5th & Gary Streets,
Richmond, Va. Foreman of American Express Company.
I have known him since 1915 that has been about ten years.
2Q. State whether or not you and Mr. Bond were very in
timate friends.
A. We were.
3Q. State whether you saw him in the summer of 1923, and,
if so, whether or not he said anything to you about his in
tended marriage with Mrs. Grace, the complainant?
A. I talked to him during the time he was excavating on
the National State and City Bank, I wouldn't be positive
about the date, and he told me then he intended to marry her
just as soon as he got his business straight and it would only
be a short while until this took effect.
4Q. Did you ever see him with the complainant?
A. Yes, quite a good deal.
5Q. State whether or not he was devoted to her.
A. Well, he seemed to be right much, he spoke of her often
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when me and him roomed together. Well, he spoke of her
while we roomed together, he seemed to think right much of
her. Well, he told me several times she meant the world and.
all to him.
6Q, Did you know him when he son married?
A. Yes, sir.
7Q. Before his son married, how did he regard his son?
A. Well, he told me then everything he did was
page 39 J- for his son and that he wanted to give him an edu
cation. When he spoke pertaining to his son he
said everything—^money or not—would be for his son's'bene
fit.
8Q. State whether or not he approved of the man*iage of
his son?
A. No, sir, he said not. He seemed to be right much
wrought up at the time of the marriage.
9Q. State whether he ever told you anything that \uh
daughter in law said she would do with his money when he
died, and what he said.about it?
A. He told me that he had heard that she said she would,
show the old man how to spend his money and he said he
would show her how she couldn't.
Note: Counsel for defendants objects to this question and
answer thereto, on the ground that the same is. distinctly
hearsay and incompetent testimony.
CROSS EXAMINATION.
By Mr. Dickinson:
IQ. Mr. Beam, at the time you spoke of having the con
versation with Mr. Bond, when he was at work on the exca
vation, on the work at 9th and Main Street, and Mr. Bond
said he intended to get married, do you recall whether or
not he said that he was to marry Mrs, Grace.
A. We were talking about her and he told me—^he didn't
just say he was going to marry Mrs. Grace, but we were talk
ing about her at the time he said it would be only a short
while until they would be married. He was telling me about
taking trips to her home, visiting her people.
2Q. Did you have any conversation with him about any
contemplated marriage after that time?
A. Well, he did at different times ask me when I was going
to get married, he knew the lady I was going with, we would
alwasys pass it off in a joke and he would tell me I had bet-
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ter get married that he was going to shortly and pass it oft"
in that way.
3Q. Mr. Beam, haven't you recently made the statement
that you had been pressed by counsel for the complainant in
this ease to say that Mr. Bond had told you that he intended
to marry Mrs. Grace, but your reply to those
page 40 [ counsel was Mr. Bond did not say thai, and,
therefore, you would not make that statement?
A. Not in that way, no, sir.
4Q. Will you please say what you did say about that.
A. Do you w^ant me to tell—^what I said to you the other
night word for word?
5Q. No. I want you to simply say what you have said, not
particulaly to me but to other people in regard to the ques
tion I asked you before the last.
A. I can't answer this unless you let me tell you how the
other come around, I could say I did not, like the way you
asked me, I did not according to the way you asked me.
6Q. I was not referring to any conversation you had with
me but the conversation you had with some other person, and
I am asking you now if that was not the substance of what
you then stated.
A. What was that question you just asked me?
Question is read to witness.
A. This is the answer I gave. Your answer is correct that
I gave the party that asked me because I knew they were
just wanting to find out information.
7Q. And you now mean to say that your answer was untrue
at that time.
A. Absolutely.
8Q. Mr. Beanm, do you recall the first time you ever saw
me?
A. Sure.
9Q. Do you recall about when that was and where ?
It was in your office, wasn't it?
lOQ. You came at my request, to give me what information
you knew about this case?
A. Yes, sir.
HQ. Did you not at that time tell me that not long before
Mr. Bond's death, in a conversation between you, that he
asked you when you expected to be married or why you did
not get married and you parried mth the question, with why
he didn't get married and that his reply was that he would
not marry any woman in the world.
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A. That was very shortly after he became ac-
page 41 [ quainted with Mrs. Grace.
12Q. The statement you made to me was made
after Mr. Bond's death, was it not?
A. Yes.
13Q. And at that time didn't you tell me, when I was asking
you about the situation, didn't you tell me that very shortly
before his death he made that statement to you?
A. You never did ask me if I thought he was intending to
marry Mrs. Grace. You recall that, don't you?
14Q. My question was—that if you did not tell me at that
time, that very shortly before Mr. Bond's death you had the
conversation that I have referred to, in which Mr. Bond made
the statement that he would not marry any woman.
A. I didn't say shortly before his death.
15Q. Mr. Beam, when did you first know Mrs. Grace?
A. I don't exactly remember the date. I guess she will
remember it.
16Q. Do you remember where it was, where you first met
her.
A. Yes. 700 East Leight Street.
17Q. At whose house?
A. Mrs. Moore's.
18Q. Were you boarding there?
Yes.
19Q. Was Mr. Bond boarding there at the same time?
A. Yes, sir.
20Q. Was Mrs. Grace living there?
A. With her sister.
21Q. Who was her sister, do you know?
A. Don't remember her husband's name. I have forgot
ten.
22Q. Do you recall whether Mrs. Grace was there when you
went there, or, whether she came after you went there?
A. She came after we went there.
23Q. How long did Mrs. Grace stay after you were all
there?
A. I don't remember. I imagine two or three months.
24Q. Did she leave before you all left?
page 42 A. Yes, sir.
25Q. Do you remember when you and Mr. Bond
left Mrs. Moore's?
A. It was in 1922,1 think it was.
26Q. Where did you go?
A. I went to 1106 E. Marshall Street.
27Q. Did Mr. Bond go with you?
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A, No, sir,
28Q. 1)0 you Jcnow where Mr, Bond went?
A. He stayed there about two months then moved to 617
N. 7th Street, I believe it was.
29Q. Do you know who conducted the boarding place to
which he went?
A. Mrs. Dillon or Dillars, I don't know which. It was Mr,
Dillon that is it.
30Q. When you left Mrs. Moore's you did not see Mr.
Bond as frequently as you did before?
A. No, but I saw him two or three times each week, some
times oftener than that.
31Q. Did you o^vn an automobile at that time?
A. Yes.
. 32Q. Did Mr. Bond sometimes borrow your machine?
A. He did.
33Q. For what purpose ?
A. Well, I didn't ask him. Sometimes he would tell me
then again he wouldn't.
34Q. When he did tell you, what did he tell you the pur
pose was for borrowing the car?
A. Well, once he said he was going to visit her home, I
believe. I loaned it to him another time to go to his sister's
in Fredericksburg, and several other times when his friends
would be in town.
35Q., Do you remember when he borrowed it to go to his
sister's in Fredericksburg?
A. No, sir, I don't remember the date.
page 43 \ 36Q. Do you remember whether or not that was
Christmas before his death?
A. Well, I loaned it to him during the Christmas and he
said he was going up to Mrs. Grace's home, and I heard
afterwards that my car was seen in Wilmington, Delaware,
but I have never known whether that was true or not.
37Q. When he got back from this trip did the car have
the same tires and tubes?
A. So far as I Icnow different tubes but the same tires.
He bought me a tire after he got back but did not put it on.
38Q. Do you know where that tube was bought they put
in the car?
A. I wouldn't be positive about it, but he said he put one
in, there was a gray tube in there and a gray tube in when
he come back with the automobile.
39Q. Do you know the conversation you had with me be
fore—telling me that the tube had been put in in Fredericks
burg?
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A. I don't remember whether I told you that or not.
40Q. If you told me that it was true, wasn't it?
A. If I told you that it was true, yes, sir.
41Q. During the time that Mrs. Grace was at Mrs. Moore's
did she have any occupation that you know of ?
A. I don't know whether she did or not. After she had
been there awhile. I think she went to work but I couldn't
be positive about that.
42Q. Do you know where she went to work shen she did
startf
A. JSTo, I don't, I can't remember. I may have heard at
that time but have forgotten.
43Q. Simply to see if I can refresh your memory, I will
ask you if she went to work for P. Lorillard & CoJ
A. I wouldn't be positive. I don't remember.
By Mr. Wendenburg:
Q. In any of these conversations with Mr. Dickinson state
whether you heard him say Mrs. Grace ought to have the
Liberty Bonds of the late Mr. Bond, but she would
page 44 J- have a hard time proving her case.
Question and answer thereto objected to by counsel for de
fendants as being incompetent and immaterial.
A. Well, we were talking Sunday night regards to this and
I asked him if he thought she didn't deserve this money, and
he said, it is no doubt she deserved it but she would have a
hard time getting it.
By Mr. Dickinson:Q. Mr. Beam, who was present at that time except myself?
A. Mrs. McKensie.
By Mr. Wendenburg:
*Q. Is it not a fact, Mr. Beam, you never met me until yes
terday when you came up here to testify in this easel
A. Yes, sir.
By Mr. Dickinson:




'Q. How many times have you seen Mr. Tiller previous to
the present time?
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A. To the present time, twice.
Q. Was one of those times yesterday when you came up
here to testify?
A. Yes, sir. He came after me.
Signature of witness waived by consent of counsel.
page 45 ]• ERNEST CASH,
being first duly sworn, deposes in behalf of the
complainant as follows:
Question by Mr. Wendenburg:
IQ. State your age, residence and occupation.
A. My age is 28, live 402 in the rear of Broad Street, I am
a truck driver and chauffeur.
2Q. How long have you kno^^^l the later Mr. R. J. Bond?
A. The late one, you mean the young man or the one that
is dead?
3Q. The late Mr. Bond, the dead one?
A. I have been knowing him practically all my life. I
have been working with him 13 years.
4Q. How old were you when you first started working for
him?
A. Nine years old.
5Q. Wliat did you do in his employment, during the last
few years of his life?
A. Truck driver and blacksmith helper.
6Q. State whether or not you would occasionally quit him
and then go back and work with him again?
A. Yes, sir.
7Q. How did he treat you?
A. "Well, he treated me as a father practically, he helped
me bought my home and helped me bought a car.
8Q. Are you a married man.
A. Y.es, sir.
9Q. Did you ever see him in conversation with Mrs. Grace ?
lOQ. State whether he ever told you what he intended to
do with Mrs. Grace?
A. Well, he told me that he was going to marry her.
HQ. When was the last time that he told you he was going
to marry Mrs. Grace?
A. About ten minutes before he got killed.
12Q. Tell about that.
page 46 }• A. Well, just about half hour heofe he got
killed he told me that he wanted me to make him
a Christmas present. I told him I didn't see how I could
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make him a good present as he made me and he said *'the
present that I want you to give me, it isn't very much", I
am going to get married soon and I am going to buy a car
and I want you to give me a automobile jack". Then I give
him the jack. He wrapped it up in a piece of paper and give
it to the fireman and put it up in the steam shovel and walked
around the shovel and got killed. The last thing he told me
was catch him.
13Q. Whom did he say he was going to marry?
A. Miss Grace.
i4Q. State whether you had a conversation with him in
the early part of January, 1924, when he spoke of Mrs. Grace
and what he had done for her, and, if so, tell about that con-
verastion?
A. Well, directly after Christmas, after I taken him up
to her home we were working over here at 7th and Franklin
and me and Mr. Bond had a fallen out, I quit and started
home and he told me to come on back to work and I went back
to work. And he asked me what did I think of him getting
married and I told him I thought it was a very good idea.
He asked me did I thought the lady that he was going to
marry loved him. I told him yes, sir, I thought she did.
Then*he said she ought to love me, I give her a nice present
Christmas and have already given her those Liberty Bonds.
How many and how much I don't know.
15Q. Did you go back with him after the little falling out
you had?
A. Yes, sir.
16Q. "\\niat did he say to you when he asked you to come
back to work and what did he do for you?
Question objected to by counsel for defendants as imma
terial and irrelevant.
A. Ran his hand in his pocket and gave me a dollar, then I
went on back to work.
page 47 j- CROSS EXAMINATION.
By Mr. Dickinson:
IQ. You are a colored man?
A. Yes, sir.
2Q. You say that Christmas, 1923, you drove Mr. Bond
up to Mr. Johnson's, in Cumberland County?
A. Yes, sir.
3Q. What road did you take?
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A. I went up the Midlothian Turnpike.
4Q. And then which way did you go?
A. Straight on to Powhatan Court House. We stopped at
Powhatan he gets a bag of apples then we takes the car and
goes on to Cumberland. We turned off at Sunnyside if I am
not mighty much mistaken, turned to the right, and then
goes to Mr. Johnson's.
5Q. Where at Sunnyside did the road turn to go to Mr.
Johnson's?
A. Turned to the right.
6Q. But at what point?
A. Kight at a store if I am not mistaken.
7Q. Whose car were you driving?
A. That big gentleman who went out here a little while
ago, Jiis car.
8Q. Did you get the car from him?
A. Yes, sir.
9Q. Did you all get a new tire or new tube on that trip?
A. No, sir.
lOQ. "^len did you get the car from Mr. Beam?
A. Sunday morning before Christmas, about eight o'clock.
HQ. You were never employed by Mr. Bond, were you?
Never employed by him^ hired by him?
A. Yes, sir.
12Q. When?
A. He sent for me to come to Flint, Michigan, I was in
Eichmond.
13Q. As a matter of fact were you not employed by Black
& Company?
A. Mr. Bond hired me.
14Q. But he employed you, not for himself, but
page 48 J- for Black & Company.
A. I really don't know but every time I worked
for Mr. Bond, he was the man who hired me.
15Q. Who paid you?
A. Well, the timekeeper paid me. They had a clerk to pay
off.
16Q. The clerk that paid you, was he Mr. Bond's clerk or
Black & Company's clerk?
A. I don't know. I really don't understand that so good.
I don't like to say.
17Q. After Mr. Bond's death you didn't change your posi
tion right away, did you?
A. About two weeks afterwards.
18Q. Well, who paid you after Mr. Bond's death?
A. The same timekeeper paid me.
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19Q. Don't you know you were employed and paid by Black
& Company?
A. You may figure it that way but I doesn't. I doesn't
consider I was working for Mr. Black.
20Q. Don't you know that Mr. Bond was working for Black
&'Company?
No, sir, I don't know that.
By Mr. Wendenburg:
Q. When Mr. Bond decided to buy an automobile for him
self and his future wife, do you know what kind of automo
bile he intended to buy ?
A. Yes, sir. He wanted a Dodge car and he didn't know
much about a car and I told him to buy a Hupmobile and
he went to look at one.
Q. Did both of you go together?
A. Yes, sir.
Q. When did that happen?
A. That happened about a -week before he got killed.
Signature waived by consent of counsel.
page 49 [ MRS. MAISIE VERNA GRACE,
being first duly sworn, deposes in her own behalf:
Question by Mr. Wendenburg:
IQ. State your age, residence and occupation?
A. I will be 26 in March, Richmond, Virginia, Inspector
of books.
2Q. Where?
A. Jenkins Book Bindery.
3Q. How long have you known the late R. J. Bond?
A. I have known him since 1921, the spring of 1921.
4Q. State when he commenced calling on you?
A. During the summer of 1921, he would come over once
a week and sometimes more.
5Q. When did he begin to show evidence of being fond of
you?
A. Well, I couldn't say exactly. He had been coming over
a good while.
6Q. State whether or not yoli he had become engaged to be
married, and, if so, when?
A. We became engaged in May, 1923^.
7Q. When were you two to be married?
A. This coming—^the spring of 1924.
8Q. Wliere does your father and mother live?
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A. They live at Sunnyside, Virginia, Cumberland County,
Virginia.
9Q. What does your father do?
A. He is a farmer.
lOQ. Does he own his own farm?
A. Yes, sir.
HQ. Do you recall visiting your father's home during the
latter part of July, 19231
A. Yes, sir. I went up there on a vacation from work.-
12Q. I wish now to show you three letters, one dated July
21, 1923, with envelope postmarked July 23, 1923, addressed
to Miss May V. Johnson, Sunnyside, Va., and signed by E.
J. Bond, I wish to ask you whether or not they are in the
handwriting of the late E. J. Bond, and who in-
page 52 J- tended by the name of Miss May V. Johnson on
the envelope?
A. Yes, I recognize the handwriting, it is Mr. Eobert J.
Bond's handwriting.
13Q. Part of the question was—^who was intended by May
V. Johnson?
A. It was intended for me. I asked him about it—I asked
him why did he put my name Johnson instead of Grace, that
it might bother the postman. And he told me that he didn't
like to write the name Grace, he didn't like to hear the name
Grace. And I have never called it to him again. After that
I told the postman if any mail came in that name it was for
me and to put it in our box—it was for me.
14Q. You were divorced from your former husband, were
you not?
A. Yes, sir, in Cumberland County. I got my final de
cree in April, 1923. I got the small decree in September,
1920.
The letter above referred to is herewith filed as a part of
this deposition, along with the envelope, the letter and en
velope being marked '' Exhibit A'
15Q. I now show you a letter dated July 24th, 1923, with
its envelope, postmarked July 25, 1923, addressed to Miss
May V. Johnson, Sunnyside, Virginia, and signed E. J. Bond,
state in whose handwriting the letter and envelope is, and
who was intended for Miss May V. Johnson,
A. It is Mr. Eobert J. Bond's handwriting, it was intended
for me—^Maisie V. Grace.
This letter and envelope are filed and marked ''Exhibit B."
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16Q. I wish now to showyou another letter, dated July 25th',
1923, and addressed to Miss May V. Johnson, Sunnyside,
Virginia, the envelope is postmarked July 26, 1923, the letter
being signed by R. J. Bond. I wish you to say in whose hand
writing this letter and envelope is, and who was intended for
Miss May V. Johnson.
A. It is Mr. R. J.—^Robert J. Bond's handwriting and he
wrote it to me, Mrs. Maisie Grace.
«
This letter and envelope are herewith filed, marked "Ex
hibit C".





I received Your Sweet letter I thought my Sweetheart
would ever wright but it was Sweet of you to to wright and
Nice when it came and wording of it was Just all 0. K. Just
maid me love you more then ever well I am Grlad you are in-
joying Your Self home you nead rest & lots of it milk is Just
Grand for you drink all you Can it will do you Good & make
you fat My Darling Sweetheart I mis you more & more Each
day you Say you Mis me Well all I have to Say I am Just
thinking off you my darling all the time I went out on the Park
One night this week &went to our bench & I thought &thought
of you and my Self & I Just know I love you more then Girl
I have ever Seen in my life May you are the dearest thing
On Earth to me and I love you more & more all the time and
I think you love me and care for me also there is nothing I
could do for you but what I would do for I love you my dar
ling with all of a true heart & Sold well I am lonesom this
Plave and wood be So Glad to be with my darling but I cant
& mil do the best I can until the time come for me to See
hear & that is about 1 week off it Seems to me this week has
bin a month May I will come for you next Sunday if you will
have me So you can write me & write to me Evryday for I
want to. See you So bad I dont know what to do well I will
Stop for this write me a long long letter my darling Sweet
hart May Bond I am you boy now & always to my Darling
little wife
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B. J. Bond to May Bond write at once.
Letter Addressed to
I
Miss Mary V. Johnson,
Sunnyside Va.
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Bichmond July 24-1923
My Dear darling
May Bond I received last even and it did me mie Grood to
Set in my room read it over & over a Gain May I want to
See you my darling just So had I think off you all the time
& love you more & more each day of my life well I went to
"Washington, D C Saterday night & home to old Richmond
Sunday Saw my man talk a long time & he could not tell me
any thing until this faul that he was doing all for me in the
matter he could I only woush I was out of it. will tell you
more when I See you which I hope will be Sunday-it hard
for me to Stay away from you my darling Sweetheart, but
you are having a nice time with your People and you may
feel much better when you return to Bichmond to me and then
I will look after you as best I can that you know I will come
for you Simday morning if you dont write me not to come
write me a long long letter tell me of the love you have for
me for I love you May all & all & want to See my Sweetheart
so bad do you want to See me regards to your people & all my
thoughts to May Bond & love I am yours write at once B. J.
Bond.
Letter Addressed to
Miss Mary V. Johnson
Sunny Side, Va.
page 52i/o j. EXHIBIT C.
Wensday Night
July 25th 1923
May My Darling Girl
I have just received your Sunday Even written Sweet let*
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ter it Gave me Grret pleasure I just mailed you a letter this
morning & to night am wrighting you again dont I love you
my darling I love you with all my heart and am thinldng of
my dear little May all the time and want to see my dariing
So bad I dont know what to do I feel like I could kiss you
one 1000 times and then some. May I A\dll be at your home
for you Sunday morning with out fail rain or Shine I will
come for you mj'^ darling. May I dont care what anything
cost for you for I am living and working for you my darling So
I say stay just as long as you can at j^our home. Get fat and
that cool brease and be Gay when I get there I will bring
William with me this time I have him working for me now
and he wants to come So you can Send the Girl word William
will See hear Sunday and take hear out wriding for a Short
Stay Well Enough At that I will be at your house Soon
Sunday morning rain or shine May well I will write Just a lit
tle more and Stop and let this letter Get in the 9 oclock mail
hope you will Get it tomorrow write at once & a long Sweet
letter to your Sweet heart boy I only woush I was with my
darling May to night I would love you half to death I hope
your mamma may have a pleasant trip to Richmond regards
to famley all my thoughts and love for May Bond I will close
for this bye bye May my darling lots of kisses write me at
once Sweetheart See you Sunday My boy yours now &
always R. J. Bond to my May V Bond.
Letter Addressed to
Miss Mary V. Johnson,
Sunny Side, Va.
17Q. "Exhibit A" starts out, "My darling Lit-
page 53 [- tie May B.", who is intedned for ''May B" and
what does the ''B" stand for?
A. The ''B" stand for Bond. He used to call me May
Bond. He used to like to call me that name, he liked to hear
my name connected with his. He said he did.
18Q. This letter closes by saying "Write me a long, long
letter my darling sweetheart May Bond. I am your boy tiow
and always to my Darling little wife—R: J. Bond to May
Bond. Write at once." Were you two engaged to be mar
ried.
A. Yes, sir.
19Q. State whether you asked him anything about address
ing you that way or speak to him of calling you his little wife,
and if so, what did he say?
A. I think I asked him about it once or twice and he told me
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lie liked to call me that. He said it reminded him of the way
he would call me after we were married. He said he liked to
call me that and he also asked me if I didn't think it sounded
good together.
20Q. In this letter he says you need rest, drink lots of milk.
There is nothing' I could do for you but what I would do.
State whether he was very solicitious about your health.
A. Yes, he used to always ask me to wear my overshoes.
That I was so careless about my health. And he told me when
ever I went home not to work so hard around the house, to go
to bed early and sleep a lot, get plenty of rest while I was on
a vacation.
21Q. The ''Exhibit B" starts out as follows: ''My dear
darling May Bond", and went as follows: "Write me a long
long letter tell me of the love you have for me for I love you
May all and all and want to see my sweetheart so bad do you
want to see me regards to your people and all my thoughts to
May Bond and love I am yours write at once R. J. Bond."
State whether you two were very fond of each other during
your engagement and up to the time of his death?
A. We were devoted to each other. I thought more of him
than any fellow I had ever seen in my life. He called me
every night. If we had an engagement he would
page 54 }- call me up before he came. When he talked to me
over the phone he would call me "Billy" and when
he talked to me in his presence he would call me "May Bond.
When he talked over the phone he called me "Billy". We
were togther nearly all of the time, when he didn't come he
would call.
22Q. In this letter he says: "I don't care what anything
cost for you for I am living and working for you my darling."
State whether he was liberal with you or not.
A. Yes, sir; he wanted to spend money on me and I wouldn't
let him. He said I was too economical. I felt like I didn't
have expensive clothes to wear and I didn't like anything so
fine I would feel out of place. I often told him after we were
married he could spend as much money on me as he pleased, I
wouldn't have any objections then. He used to take me up to
my home. Nearly every time I went he gave me—besides come
over and bring fruit nearly every time he come and kept me
in fruit nearly all the time.
Counsel for complainant wishes to correct an error. That
the last above quotation was in "Exhibit C" and not in
"Exhibit B".
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23Q. ''Exhibit C" starts as follows: ''May m.y Darling
Girl," and closes as follows: "I will close for this bye bye
May my darling lots of kisses write me at once Sweetheart.
See you Sunday my b— yours now and always R. J. Bond
to my May V. Bond.'' State whether these letters are a fair




Question and answer objected to on.the ground that the
letters speak for themselves, and the conclusion of the witness
from these letters is inadmissible, immaterial and irrelevant.
24Q. How long did you remain on this visit to your father's
people f
A. I don't remember exactly, I think I stayed about three
weeks. I don't remember exactly.
page 55 ]• 25Q. After you returned from this visit to Rich
mond, state whether he continued to visit you and
call on you as you have heretofore testified?
A. Yes, sir.
26Q. Did he ever say anything to you about what he in
tended to do mth his Liberty bonds, and if so, what did he say
and when did he say it?
A. He told me during the summer of 1923 that he was going
to give me some Liberty Bonds, then later about the last week
in November T think it was, on a Tuesday night, I am not
sure but it was the first part of the week,—^he was supposed
to come on Tuesdays and Thursdays, he came nearly every
Tuesday and Thursday, sometimes he would see me between
then, but they were his regular nights. Pie said '' May I have
paid rent on the box at the bank in advance and here is the
receipt", and he handed me the receipt across the table, then
he said: "May, the Liberty Bonds in the box are yours, here
is the key." I was so overjoyed, I thanked him and kissed
him on the side of his face. I took the key and looked at it
and I told him that I did not understand much about boxes,
vaults, keys and things and that I would just let the con
tents remain in the box as I had'no use for them at that time
and in case I wanted to use them I would ask his advice con
cerning them.
27Q. When he said the Liberty Bonds were yours, state
whether or not he made any remarks about your right to go
and get them if you wanted them?
A. Yes, sir; he told me: "Well, May, you know you can
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down there right tonight if you wanted them for the con
tents of that box are yours.''
28Q. State whether you and he also regarded the bonds as
yours, and if so, whether he said anything to you after that
of taking you and introducing you to Mr. Ball, the
page 56 [• the Cashier of the Savings Bank of Richmond?
Objectionby Mr. Dickinson: This question is objected to as
irrelevant and immaterial in view of the fact that the witness
has already stated the facts in regards to the transaction and
any conclusions she might have drawn or not competent evi
dence.
A. Yes, he did on Wednesday night before he was killed on
Monday morning, sitting up in the Capitol Square waiting to
go into the Bluebird, to see on the Bank of the Wabash, and
he asked me—^he said, ^'May, do you want to go with me down
to the bank and let me show you how to turn the key with the
master key, and! also meet Mr. Ball?". He said Mr. Ball was
a very nice, dear friend of his, said he was a good old gentle
man. And I asked him if it was necessary for me to go and
he said that he didn't know that it was really necessary, but
he thought I would feel better about it and that he would like
to show me how to clip the coupons. I told him I would go
sometime, but I guessed I would have to get oiiP from work
to go, and he said all right, any time that suited me.
29Qi. Had you ever heard of a master key being necessary
to open up a safety box in a vault before?
A. No, sir; I had never heard anything abouta master key.
I had heard someone say something about having a box in
the bank, but I didn't know what kind of a box it was or any
thing about a master key.
29Q. You have stated that in the latter part of November,
1923, he gave you the receipt for the rental of this box as well
as the key, is that the receipt and key that have been filed in
these depositions, with the depositions of Mr. Ball?
A. Yes, sir. I took the -same key and called Lawyer Tiller
to go Avith me domi to the bank after his death.
30Q. Did you go into the box?
A. Yes, sir; we went—^he opened the box and it was empty.
31Q. How long after Mr. Bond's death was this?
A. That we went into the box?
page 57 ]• 32Q. Yes.
A. He died on Monday morning, 4th day of F'eb-
ruary, and tliis was—I think it was a week later if I am not
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mistaken it was a week to the day. I am not sure, but I think:
it was a week afterwards.
33Q. After he gave you this receipt and key to the safety
deposit box in the vault of the Savings Bank of Eichmond^
state where you kept them?
A. The key and receipt I kept them together in a little
box. He gave me this hand bag, it had a little bag for change,
I broke this out of here and put the key and receipt in the lit
tle bag and put the little bag in a box that he had given me
and put it inside of my trunk.
34Q. Did you keep this receipt and key from the time he
gave it to you until his death!
A. Yes, sir.
35Q. After his death how did it affect you?
A. I was so distressed and so worried and upset I couldn't
work for six weeks. I went down on Petersburg Pike with
my sister and stayed two or three weeks, went over to my
cousins and went up to my home in Cumberland and I went
down on the Seven Pines car line to one of my married sis
ters. I felt that I couldn't stay at the same place that I had
seen so much of him. Everything reminded me so much of
him. i
36Q. Did you leave your boarding house on that account?
A. Yes, sir; but I have returned to it now.
37Q. He died a violent death as a result of the accident"?
A. Yes, sir; he was crushed to death.





40Q. I wish to show you now three letters and
page 61 ]• envelopes, one dated Thursday night, 1923, and the
envelope postmarked December 28, 1923, ad
dressed to Miss May Johnson, Sunnyside, Virginia, care F.
J. Johnson and signed T?-. J. Bond, which I will file as a part
of this deposition marked "Exhibit D".
page 58 \ EXHIBIT D.
Richmond
Thursday Night 1923.
My Darling Sweet heart
I will write you a Short note T would love to See you my
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Darling So much to night but I Surpose you are Just having
one Good old time hope you have your thought of me Since
I left hope you have'for I am thinking off you all the &love
So much I love you more then I Everdid in my life hope you
Got your Box all 0. K. and I hope it was what you wanted I
did the best I could hope they will Suit you my darling well I
feel like I am lost hear in Erichmond while you are away and
cant See my darling baby.
_I just think of you all the time and want to be with my my
little Sweetheart Girl do you love me as I do you May I think
youdo some times and then I dont know but I hope you do my
darling little May Bond thir has never bin any one loved a
Gir mor then I do you my darling you have nevered bin
loved as I love you by Eny One in this life I saw Robert Sent
the Box by him toled him not to let Eny One See it hope he
did not for Some like to talk I will close for this time will
Wright again. Friday night to my darling little May Bond
my Sweet little wife hope you wrote to me as you said & a
long weet letter teling me of your love for me B. J. Bond to
my darling Mrs. May Bond
Wright a lond weet letter to the One that loves you with




c/o F. J, Johnson. Va.
page 59 | EXHIBIT E.
Saturday Eabing
Richmond Va.
My Dear darling May B
Sweetheart I have Just come in from work &will write you
a Short letter at once as I have just received & wred yours
well I hope you are having a fine nice time while up home I
am Sure you had a Good time Thursday night, thought off
you lots that time did you think of me then I only hope you
did. for I am thinking of you May all the time and I have
a hard tim thinking Some times dont You Say I do my darling
it Seemes to me its bin a month Since I have Seen you I did
not See much of you while I was at your house but j^ou did
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the best you could I am sure. You & I. have a hard time to
See & be together enyway dont you think So but I hope it wont
be this way always I Sometimes think I love you too much
but if you love me it is all wright I can Stand it my darling
you know I love you May my darling but I look back Some
times & think you do not love me as you Should but you Say
you do Your letter maid me feel like a new man Since I wred
it. I wred it over 4 time and I will say it was a Sweet nice
letter I want "yoii to ^vrite & prove by your actions all the
tiine that you love me as you Say if you will I would be the
hapiest man in the word I have tried to be Good to you &
do not want to misplese you my darling that you know. I will
be at your home for you next Sunday to bring you home with
me I hope you will be Glad to See me wont you my darling,
write and Say Yeas hope you Got your box all 0 K and I tried
to Get Just what you wanted did I or not hope 1 did write me
a loncf lone/ Sweet letter tell me of the love you have for me
my dear darling Girl for you know I love you with all my
heart if you will let me May I feel so loney when I cant See
you but it is not the first time I have felt lonely & could not
See my darling wrte a long Sweet letter and Send me a
thousand kisses I am your true loverer now and always to my
darling Sweet Girl May Bond my wife R. J. Bond to my




c/o F. J. Johnson. Va.
page 60 J- EXHIBIT E.
Richmond, Va.
December Monday 1923.
My Own dear darling baby Girl the last letter I can write
may this year this is the last day of year 1923 the next one will
be 1924 will may I received a letter from you my darling to
night & will Say to you I think it is one of the Sweetes I have
ever got from my darling May Bond I mil call you that from
my heart my darling May Bond my darling little Sweet heart
wife I feel &will Say better then I have ever before your write
and Say things & I am Sure you mean it for you wright &
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talk that way as you have never talked before now if you will
prove all you Say I will feel better over Some things for I
am Sure you will say don me verry wrong in a few things
which I will call & you are now talking to me as you Should
long ago and I will Say to you I think you don me wrong and
for no cause and why you don it you have never told me nor
you never will but you have told ine Something and that is
all and you will never tell me but I have Stuck ^you day by
day time after time is that not true I hav^^^t^^my love for
you from time to time and I have loved you from first Sight
and I love you to day better then any One in the world and
always will and I think more of you Since I wred your letter
then I Ever did now I say May I love you my darling and
you Say you will put it in black & white now write me all
this how you are Going to treate me & ho you love & how
you are Going to treat me in the future you are the dearest
Girl On Earth to me that you know for 1 have proved"^ to
you well that is the third letter I have^ wrote to my darling
baby Girl Sweet hear and I want to See you so bad I dont
know what to do I can hardly wait intil Sunday to come I will
be at your home rain or shine look for me I want to See you
so bad do you want to See me well I hope you are having a
plesant time while at home wrte me a long Sweet letter and
I have lots of talk for you when I See you I will Say again
your letter has maid me feel better about Some things if 3'ou
would Just write more & tell me Some things I will Stop for
this write me Just how you are Geting along my dear darling
I will See you Sunday morning will Say bye bye my May'
darling Sweet heart from your best friend Ever had R. J.
Bond to May my darling little Girl Billie Bond
write at once Sweet Eletter R. J. Bond.
Letter Addressed to
Miss Mary Johnson,. ?
^unny Side,
c/o F. J. Johnson. Va.
And another letter dated Saturday evening, with
the envelope postmarked December 31, 1923, addressed
to Miss May Johnson, Sunnysicle, Va., care F. J.
Johnson, arid signed R. J. Bond, which I will now file as a
part of this, deposition marked ''Exhibit E".
And another letter dated December, Monday, 1923, and en-
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velope addressed to Miss May Johnson, Sunnyside, Va., care
F. J. Johnson, and postmarked January 1,1924, which I will
now file as a part of this deposition, marked "Exhibit F".
I will ask you to look at the handwriting of these three let
ters as \vell as the envelopes and say in whose handwriting
they are, and who is intended for Miss May Johnson on the
envelopes ?
A. Miss May Johnson is intended for me, Mrs. Maisio
d P9.CG
41Q. In "Exhibit D" he sets for as follows:
By Mrs. Grace: Mr. Wendenburg, did you say the en
velopes and letters both ? I addressed two envelopes for liim
the last Christmas he was up home in 1923, the last two were
in my handwriting, just two of them was in my handwriting.
The envelope marked "Exhibit F" is not in my handwrit
ing, that is another one. The writing on Envelope "D" is in
my handwriting?, and the handwriting on envelope "Exhibit
E" is in my handwriting. I was writing a letter and he was in
there talking to me and he said: "May, you lil^e to address en
velopes so well"—^he said "address a couple to yourself
for me." So I did so. I was writing to my boarding lady,
Mrs. Smith, at this time.
42Q. In Exhibit "D" he sets forth—I love you more than
I ever did in my life; you have never been loved as I love
you by anyone. I sent the box by Robert.'' And he speaks
of you as his darling-little May Bond, my sweet
page 62 [ little wife. Who was Robert?
Mr. Dickinson: This question is objected to on the ground
that the letter has been introduced in evidence and speaks
for itself, and is a repetition of what is deemed endearing
terms, in this the question and answer of the witness is in
admissible and improper.
A. Robert was my brother, he is my brother.
43Q. In "Exhibit E" he sets forth: "You and I have a
hard time "to see and be together, anyway, don't you think so,
but I hope it won't be this way always. I want you to prove
by your actions all the time tliat you love as you say and I
would be the happiest man in the world. I have tried to be
good to you and do not want to misplease you any my darling
that you know. To my darling sweet girl May Bond my wife
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E. J. Bond." When he said he had tried to be good to you
to what was he referring to ?
Mr. Dickinson: This question is objected to for the reasons
set out above, and further as a useless padding of the depo
sitions with a continuous repetition of that portion which
seems favorable to the complainant.
A. He was referring to being true to me and he never broke
a date while he was going with me, and he had been kind to
me in every way that he could and he had even given me his
bonds. He told me that after writing the letter.
44Q. Exhibit F" sets forth: "Your letter is one of the
sweetest letters that I have ever got from my darling May
Bond my darling little sweetheart wife. I am sure you will
say you done me very wrong in a few things I think you done
me wrong and for no cause and why you done it you have
never told me, but you have told me something. I have pro\ ed
my love to you from time to time and loved you from first
sight and I loVe you today better than anyone in the world.
You say you will put it in black and white now write how you
are going to treat me in the future, j^ou are the dearest girl
on earth to me that I know and I have proved it to you.
Your letter has marde me feel better along some things if you
would just write more and tell me some things."
page 63 }- What was he referring to by your having done him
wrong?
Counsel for defendants objects to the foregoing quesrion
and answer, on the ground heretofore set out and requests (he
notary to now certify the last three questions to the judge of
the Hustings Court, Part II, of the City of Richmond, Vir
ginia, for his ruling of admissibility and propriety of this
line of examination. And further requests that the further
taking of these depositions be adjourned and continued until
the same can be written up and submitted to the Judge of
the Hustings Court, Part II, for his ruling thereon.
A. He was referring to my going to a dance and not beinfj
at the house when he called up. He said I should have called
him up and told him about it. He said no matter where he
went or what time he went he would always call me and he
always did. If he could not call up before he left the house
he would call after he got out. The dance was about a block
and half from wLere I was boarding. I promised him I
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would not go to any more dances or parties unless I told him
or he went with me. And he did go with me to some after
that.
45Q. With whom did you go to this dance?
A. With some of the girls at the house where I boarded,
and their friends.
iSQ. Was your brother and sister along?
A. I can't remember whether they came by the house or
not, but they went, two of my sisters went and my sisters' fel
lows. My sister went with the man she married.
47Q. Did you go with any young man?
A. N»o, sir. I didn't care particularly about going, but they
kept insisting and said it wasn't very far, it was so near the
house. E. J. called up while I was away and was disappointed
to find that I was not there.
48Q. What did he mean in this letter—"that you are the
dearest girl to me that you know for I have proved it to you''?
By Mr. Dickinson: Objection, the letter is in evidence, the
language quoted unambiguous and is incompetent for this wit
ness to put her int&rpetation and construction on that lan
guage,
page 64 }• A. He meant that he had given me the bonds, his
bonds.
49Q. What do you know, if anything, about the late R. J.
Bond's intentions to purchase an automobile for you two to
use?
A. He told me that he was going to get a car, buy a car and
give it to me and put my initials on it. He said he would like
to put M. V. B. on it but he said he wanted to ^ve me the
car soon and that he would have my initials put in it, M. V.
G. and after we were married change the last letter. He said
he wanted me to learn to run the car and said my brother
could teach me how to fun it and that it would be nice for me
to take trips in up home, I always carried so many packages
up home to the children.
Signature waived by consent of counsel.
State of Virginia,
City of Eichmond, to-wit:
I, Mary E. Garber, a notary public in and for the city and
state aforesaid, do hereby certify that the foregoing deposi-
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tious were duly taken, reduced to writing and signature of
•witnesses thereto waived by consent of counsel, at the time
and place therein mentioned.
Oiven under my hand this 14th day of January, 1925.
MARY E. GAEBER,
Notary Public.
page 65 [ NOTICE TO TAKE DEPOSITIONS.
To Masie Verna Grace:
Take Notice that the undersigned will on Monday, the 18th
day of May, 1925, between the hours of 9 A. M. and 6 P. M.,
proceed at the Office of Elliott B. Clark, Esq., Attorney at
law, in Weldon, N. C., to take the depositions of Edwin Clark
and others to be read as evidence on behalf of the undersigned
in a certain suit in chancery depending in the Hustings Court,
Part II, of the City of Richmond, Va., wherein you are com
plainant and the undersigned are defendants.
And if for any reason the taking 05 said depositions be not
commenced, of if commenced be not completed^ on that day the
taking of the same will be adjourned and continued from day
to day or from time to time until the taking thereof shall have
been completed.
Respectfully,
VIRGINIA TRUST CO., &ELLIS G. BOND,
Admrs. of R. J. Bond, Dec'd.,
By Counsel.
A. B. DICKINSON, p. d.
I acknowledge legal service of the within notice.
WARRENl.. TILLER,
Of Counsel for Complainant.
page 66 [• State of Virginia:
In the Hustings Court No. 2 for the City of Richmond.
Mrs. Mazie Verna Grace
vs.
Virginia Trust Company and Ellis G. Bond, Administrators
of Estate of R. J. Bond, deceased.
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page 68 [ State of Virginia:
In the Hustings Court No. 2 for the City of Richmond.
The depositions of Edwin Clark, Ellis G. Bond, Mrs. Ellis
G. Bond and others, taken before me, Mrs. Janie Hayward,
a Notary Public for the County of Halifax, in the S'tate of
North Carolina, in the Town of Weldon, North Carolina, on
the 18th day of May, 1925, between the hours of 9 A. M. and
6 P. M., to be read in behalf of the Virginia Trust Company
and Ellis G. Bond, Administrators of the Estate of R. J.
Bond, deceased, in a certain suit in equity pending in the
Hustings Court No. 2 for the City of Richmond, wherein
Mazie Verna Grace is complainant and Virginia Trust Com
pany and Ellis G. Bond as Administrators of the Estate of
R. J. Bond, deceased, are defendants, notice of the taking;
of depositions having been duly accepted by Warren L. Tiller,
of counsel for plaintiff, said notice, with acceptance, is here
with returned with this deposition.
Present: Warren L. Tillar, of counsel P. Q., and Elliott
B. Clark, of counsel P. D.
W. W. WIGGINS,
a witness of lawful age, being first duly sworn, deposed as
follows in behalf of the defendant:
By Mr. Clark:
Ql. Mr. Wiggins, state your name, residence and occupa
tion?
A. My name is W. W. Wiggins, age sixty-five, my occupa
tion I don't know% except I am the Mayor of Weldon. I have
been a resident of Weldon thirty-five years.
Q2. State whether or not you knew the late R. J. Bond,
the father of Ellis Bond?
A. Yes.
Q3. How long have you been knowing him?
A. Thirty-five years.
page 69 Q4. How long had you been knowing R. J.
Bond?
A. Thirty-five years.
Q6. I)o you know his age?
A. Not exactly.
Q6. How old was he?
Mazie V. Grace v. Va. Trust Co. etc. 93
A. About my age or pretty close to my age. He was be
tween 63 and 65 years old I am sure.
Q7. When did you first know him ?
A. March, 1890.
Q8. How old a man was he when you first Imew him?
A. I should think he was 22 or 23 years old.
CROSS EXAMINATION.
By Mr. Tillar:
Q9. You do not know precisely how old he was?
A. I do not.
QIO. You say he was an elderly man?
A. Not when I first knew him.
Qll. At the time of his death I
A. Yes; at that time he was about my age, if you call tJiat
elderly.
Q12. And you are 65 years of age?
A. Yes; 65.
Q13. But you do not know whether he was older than
you?
A. I do not know exactly how old he was, but he was a' man
of about my age I thought.
Q14. Were you in school with him?
A. No.
Q15. Did you know him when he was a boy?
A. No.
Q16. IVliat leads you to believe that he was about your
age?
A. Because he looked to be about my age. We were doing
this work together and I was under the impression that we
were about the same age.
Q17. He looked 'to be about your age?
A. Yes. .
Q18. What work were you doing together?
page 70 [• A. Canal—reconstruction of old canal.
QI19. When was that?
A. 1890.
Q20. What was the nature of Mr. Bond's work on the
canal ?
A. Walking boss for contractor.
Q2]. What position did you hold?
A. Inspector for Canal Company.
Q22. You don't know when he was born?
A. No.
94 Supreme Court of Appeals of Virginia.
Q23. You have no direct knowledge of his age?
A. No.
Q24. Then the only reason that you think he was about
your age was the fact that you worked together in 1890 and
then he looked to be about your age?
A. Yes; that is right.
Q25. How old is his son ?
A. About 30 or 31 years old. I would say that he was not
over 31 or under 30 years of age.
Q!26. "Was Mr. Barnes ever a resident of Weldon for any
time ?
A. He lived here when I knew of him.
Q27. Has he lived here in the last twenty,years?
A. No, I do not think he has lived here in the last twenty
years. He lived here about seven or eight years from 1S90
up until the time he left. I do not know exactly what time he
left.
Q28. He has not been a resident of Weldon in the last
twenty years ?
A. I do not think so.
Q29. Has he visted Weldon occasionally within the last ten
years?
A. Yes.
Q30. Did he visit Weldon in the last five years?
A. I do not know exactly. He did not stay here much of
the time, but he came right often.
Q31. Who did he visit in Weldon?
A. His son.
Q32. How many times has he visited him in the last five
years ?
A. I don't know.
page 71 }• Q33. You don't recall?
A. No.
Q34. Had he any other children?
A. None other that I have ever known of.
Q35. When did his wife die?
A. His wife died about 31 or 32 years ago. I do not re
member exactly how long it has been. Died in child-birth, I
heard.
Q36. When Ellis Bond was born?
A. Yes.
Q37. Wlio raised Ellis?
A. Miss Boseman.
Q38. Did Mr. Bond and Ellis Bond live together at that
time?
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A. They did at first. Afterwards Mr. Bond moved away
and the young man stayed here.
Q39. When did Mr. Bond move away?
A. He left to work elsewhere, after his work here was
over.
Q40. Did he work in North Carolina?
A. I don't know about North-Carolina. I don't think he
worked in Weldon any more. He was working for the Grey-
stone Granite Construction Company, who had the contract
for cleaning out the old canal formerly owned by the Roanoke
Navigation & Water Power Company. They owned it at that
time and he was walking boss or foreman for the construction
company—Greystone Construction Company. I came here in
March and he had come in January or February doing this
work. I was employed by the Roanoke Navigation & Water
Power Company to inspect the work, and I was associated
with Mr. Bond as foreman of this work. Then Mr. Bond
went off and he had charge of making a new canal. After
that I think Mr. Bond went with Mr. Jordan of E-ichmond,
and after then he went wherever they had contract to do cer
tain work. He went wherever they sent him.
Q41. Mr. Bond was considered a very efficient man in his
line of work? Wasn't that right?
A. Yes.
Q42. Did you know his habits and characteristics?
A. Something of them.
page 72 }- Q43. Was he a drinldng man?
A. No. He came back frequently from his work.
He came back to see after his property he had inherited from
his wife.
Q44. Did his wife leave a will?
A. I don't know.
Q!45. Did he ever go with the young ladies after his wife's
death ?
A. Not to my knowing. He was not a lady's man.
Q46. Was he very friendly towards his son?
A. Entirely so.
Q47. Did he ever talk to you about his son?
A. Frequently.
Q48. Has he ever talked to you about his son in the last
five years?
A. Yes.
Q49. Subsequent to his marriage?
A. He never said anything about his marriage.
Q50. He never said anything about his son's marriage?
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A. He might have mentioned it. No general conversation
about it.
Q51. You had been his friend how long?
A. Thirty-five years.
052. And he never spoke to you of his son's marriage?
A. He might have spoken about it. He made no objection
or had anything to say against it to me. I don't remember
he said anything about it.
Q53. You don't recall whether he objected to it?
A. I never heard of it,
RE-DIRECT EXAMINATION.
By Mr. Clark:
Q54. Do you know when Mrs. Bond died? The mother of
Ellis ?
A. I do not.
Q55. Do you know the cause of her death?
A. She died in child-birth I understood. I helped to put
her in her coffin.
Q56. You remember the date of her marriage to the father
of Ellis?
page 73 j- A. I think it was in 1891. I do not know just
the month. If I am not mistaken it was in the
spring.
Mr. Tillar, of counsel for the plaintiff, requested that all
witnesses be excluded from the room except the one giving*
evidence; more especially Mrs. Bond.
The request of counsel for the plaintiff was granted and all
witnesses excluded except the one giving evidence.
MR. H. G. ROAVE,
a witness of lawful age, being first duly sworn, deposed as
follows in behalf of the defendant:
By Mr. Clark:
Q57. Please state your name?




A. AVeldon, N. C.
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Q60. Please state whether or not you knew the late R. J.
Bond, the father of Ellis Bond?
A. I did.
Q61. Please state when you first knew him?
A. The first that I remember was February 26, 1896, when
I first came to the town.
Q62. Please state if you know his age—about how old a
man he was?
A. I should think he was 60 or 62 years old, the best of my
judgment.





Q64. "What do you base his age upon ?
A. Judging from his general appearance, and he also had
a boy two or three years old when I first knew him. He looked
to be about 30 years old at that time or probably
page 74 }• older.
Q65, You know the date he was married?
A. No.
Q66. You didn't know the lady he married?
A. No.
Q67. The first time you saw him you judged him to be a
man of about thirty years of age ?
A. Thirty or more.
Q68. You have been his friend for how long?
A. Since 1896—since I have been knowing him.
Q69. You have lived- in Weldon since 1896?
A. Yes.
Q70. Have you known him to visit Weldon in the last ten
years ?
A. He has visited his son here. He would come occasion
ally to see him.
Q71. AVas his residence in Weldon?
A. I do not know whether he claimed Weldon as his resi
dence, but I know he called Weldon his home.
Q72. Do you know that he has been living in Richmond ?
A. I did.
Q73. Did you know anything of his characteristics?
A. Yes.
Q74. Was he a sober man?
A. Yes.
^~T'-
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Q75. Did you know his character?
A. I considered him trustworthy.
Q76. Do you know his son?
A. I do.
Q77. Did Mr. Bond ever speak to you about his son?
A. I reckon as much as to anybody in the world.
Q78. Did he ever speak to you about his son's marriage?
A. No. I don't think he. got to see him married.
Q79. When did he tell you that he did not see them mar
ried?
A. Just a short while after his son was married—^the last
time he was down here he told me.
page 75 (• Q80. You know when his son was married?
A. I do not recollect the exact time. I know
about it at the time.
Q81. Do you know, where he was married?
A. Bichmond.
Q82. Did Mr. Bond tell you where his son was married?
A. I think he said in Richmond.
Q83. Did Mr. Bond see the marriage?
A. No.
Q84. Did he state the circumstances under which his son got
married?
A. He said he was very well satisfied with his marriage.
Q85. Did he ever visit liis son and daughter-in-law?
A. I saw him here since his son was married. He has been
here several times.
Q86. Can you name any particular instance?
A. I could not. I did not make any memorandum of it.
He has been here within the last several years.
Q87. How long has his son been married?
A. I think about six years.
Q88. He visited his son since?
A. In Weldon.
Q89. Isn't his son very well fixed?
A, I judge so.
Q90. On what do you base your judgment?
A. From my knowledge of his inheritance from his mother,
besides what his father had which would go to him.
Q91. He is comfortably fixed?
Counsel for the defendant objected to the question of coun
sel for plairitiff as to how the defendant was fixed, as it could
only be answered by hearsay evidence and not from the wit
ness' o\vn knowledge.
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page 76 Counsel for plaintiff states that this question
was put to the witness at the direct request of the
plaintiff, and he wishes to be allowed to cross examine as to
these details.
Q92. Mr. Eowe, Mr. Ellis Bond has a large farm hasn't
he?
A. I could not tell you the size of it, but he has a pretty-
good sized place I presume. I don't know how many acres
he has got.
Q93. You do know that he has a large place?
A. Not so large.
MR. EDWIN CLARK,
a witness of lawful age, first being duly sworn, .deposed as
follows in behalf of the defendant:
By Mr. Elliott B. Clark:
Q94. Please state your name, age, residence and occupa
tion ?
A. Edwin Clark; 70 years in February; Weldon, merchant.
Q95. Please state if you knew Mr. R. J. Bond, the fallier
of Ellis Bond?
A. Yes.
Q96. When did you first know him!
A. 1890 when he first came to Weldon to clean out the old
canal basin.
Q97. Prom his appearance and habits and from your knowl
edge of him, how old a man would you say Mr. Bond, or
would be if he were living today?
Counsel for plaintiff objects to this question, as the answer
would be based on information and not his own knowledge.
Counsel for the defendant withdraws the question.
Q98. Please state if you know Mr. Barnes' age?
A. I know his age in this way. Years ago we had a Jaw
about not letting a man vote until he paid his poll taxes, un
less he was over 50, and I was one of those to look after each
voter. Handling the matter as I did, I know Mr.
page 77 [- Bond would have been not less than sixty years old
and not more than sixty-five. I do not think he
would have been less than sixty-two.
Q99. Please state what relationship existed between you
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and Mr. Bond as to depositing money and his peculiar busi
ness practice?
A. After having finished the job on this canal, he worked a
while on the Seaboard Air Line Railway Company's yard
out here, and about the first of the year after he commenced
to occasionally bring me a little money to put away for him.
I had it for safe keeping. I made it up into a package and
put his name and the value on it. He would bring me his
money to keep for him in this way and he never took any re
ceipt for it. Occasionally I would pay some little farm bill or
something of the kind for him, for Avhich I would take a
voucher or receipt. It went on in that way until he had
accumulated about $1,000.00 or $1,500.00, all without ever hav
ing taken any receipt or anything of the kind. Finally he left
here and was gone away and I didn't see him any more for
about two years, and when he did come in to see how he
stood I believed I owed him about $1,170.00. I gave him a due
bill for the amount I had for safe-keeping, mthout any re
course in case of theft. He went oft' again and was gone sev
eral years, and when he came back he told me he had lost the
due bill I gave him, and that it had been lost over a year and
he did not know for how much it was, and I told him that be
fore I could pay him he would have to give me something to
make me safe in case the due bill turned up, so that I would
not have to pay it. He saw Mr. Walter Daniel about it and
he directed that we advertise it for thirty days in a news
paper. He did so. He was gone again for a long time and I
saw him again in 1900—I think it was in February.
QilOO. Did he ever state to you the relationship existing
between him and his son, Ellis Bond?
A. I think in 1900 in January or sometime in
page 78 [• February he was here. He would always come in
to see me. He stayed here perhaps a week or
ten days, and he would come into my store every day or two.
He remarked to me that he was mighty well pleased with his
son's selection in a wife.
QlOl. I said that was in 1920 when he was here.
Q102. State if you know whom he visited?
•A. Be had come on a visit to his people I presume. I did
not ask him that question.
Q103. Did he see his son marry!
A. No. He remarked to me that he was mighty well pleased
with his daughter-in-law and he had bought her a fur—a
costly fur—and given her for a wedding present. He also
remarked that she would make his son a good wife, that she
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was economical and he thought they would make a happy
couple. I don't think that I have seen him since.
CROSS EXAMINATION.
By Mr. Tillar:
Q104. Mr. Clark, you say that was in 1900'?
A. I was mistaken if I said so. That was clearly an error.
It was in 1920.
Q105. You did make an error?
A. I did if this lady says that is what I said. I am not
doubting her (the reporter), but I want you to understand
that it was in 1920. I first knew him in 1890.
Q106. What day was it that he was telling you that he
was pleased with the marriage!
A. It was while he w.as here on that trip in January or
February.
Qil07. Have you see him here since ?
A. I haven't seen him here since that time. Whenever he
was here he always came in my store to see me. If he has
been here since I did not see him, and I never knew him to
come to town without coming to see me.
Q108. You were close friends I
page 79 }• A. A man must have a lot of confidence in you
when he will leave his money without a receipt like
he did with me for a number of years.
Q109. If he had come to town he would have called to see
you?
A. I know I never knew him to come to town without com
ing to see me on his trip.
QUO. You made a correction of when that statement was
given to you and now say that Mr. Bond made those remarks
to you in 1920?
A. If I said 1900 I meant 1920. He came here after his soil
was married in Jan. or Feb., 1920. That is correct. I want
you to get that straight, do you hear? The time he made
those remarks to me was after his son was married.
Qlll. When was his son married?
A. I think it was in 1919. Mr. Bond remarked that he did
not see him married. He was off somewhere at work then.
Q112. Was her family there?
A. I do not know.
Q113. He tell you who was present?
A. I never asked and he never mentioned that part. I am
telling you what he told me.
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0:114:. He mention where he was married?
A. The question of when his son was married and where he
was married he did not talk about. I could not tell you any-
thijtig about that part of it.
Q115. Isn't it a fact that none of the young lady's family
went to the marriage?
A. I had no conversation with him about that.
Q116. Your conversations with Mr. Bond did not concern
his son and daughter-in-law except the time you mention?
A. I do not know that they did. Pie mentioned it then.
Q117. Was he very much attached to his son prior to his
marriage?
A. He came and made arrangements with me to
page 80 [• look after matters in his absence. I think he was
very much attached to his son, but I cannot tell you
about that.
Q118. Do you deny that he was?
A. I do not deny it. I have told you what I know about it.
Q119. Do you know how old he was?
A. The way I knew I told you was from the tax books. I
used to keep up with the voters. If I had known you wanted
to know exactly I could have made a memorandum of it. I
can take you to my store and show you the books now, and
the taxes paid by the people in the city here.
Q120. How old was he the first time you ever saw him?
A. He was a young man of 25 or 30 perhaps. He was 3iot
under 25 nor over 30 I should judge when he first came to
Weldon.
Q121. You are sure about his age?
A. I said he was not over 65 years old and I still say it.
Q122. During this conversation you had with him he men
tioned that he was mighty well pleased with his son's mar
riage and that he had given her a fur as a marriage gift.
Where did that take place?
A. In my store that I have owned for 40 years.
Q123. You remember the day of the week?
A. I do not remember the exact time, but it was on his trip
here after his son was married. He came to see me soon after
ho got here.
Q124. Was that the first trip he had made here since his
son was married?
A. I think it was his first trip.
Q125 .Was it during this first trip that he told you?
A. I just told you that the first trip he made he camo in
to see me. He came there that time.
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'Q126. Did he have that conversation the first part of his
visit or the latter part of it?
A. I don't know. I have told you exactly what happened.
It was the first time he had been in to see me.
page 81 ]• Q127. You do not know his feeling about the mat
ter later?
A. Understand me; I did not come here to tell a lie and I
am not going to do it
Qll28. You remember his visit and how long he stayed?
A. I do not know exactly how many days he stayed here,
but he was here about eight or ten days.
Q129. Was he here as long as or 10 days?
A. That is my impression of it.
Q130. Did he come in to see you along the first few days
he was here or about the end of his visit?
A. I remeinber the first time he came in he had that conver
sation with me. As I recall he came there several times after
that.
Q131. Did he say anything more about the marriage?
A. Not after that first time.
Q132. In other words the only conversation you had with
him when he mentioned his son's marriage was the first you
had with him?
A. The first time he came in to see me on that trip home.
Q133. The last trip?
A. The last time I saw him was in 1920.
Q134. He stayed as much as or 10 days then?
A. I stated that he was here that long only from the dif
ferent times he was in to see me.
Q135. Do you recall where he stayed?
A. I think he stayed at Mr. Williams'.
Q136. He did not stay with his son?
A. They were sub-renting and I don't think that they had
but one room.
Q137. Did he have but one son?
A. I don't think he had but the one. I never heard of his
having but that one.
Q138. His son has a farm?
A. He inherited it from his mother, Mrs. Bond. I don't
know the size of it. I never walked it. I judged the acreage
from the tax list.
page 82 J- Q139. What is it assessed at ?
A. I think it is assessed at $30 to $35.00 per
ticre. If I had the tax sheet—tax list—^I could show you.
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MR. ELLIS G. BOND,
a witness of lawful age, being first duly sworn, deposed as
follows in behalf of the defendant:
By Mr. Clark:
Q140. Please state your name, age and residence?
A. Ellis Green Bond; 30 years; Weldon.
Q141. What relation were you to Mr. R. J. Bond?
A. Son.
Q142. When did your father die?
A. He was killed the 4th of Feb., 1924.
QMS. Where did he die?
A. Richmond, Va.
Q144. You know how he died?
A. Killed by steam shovel T suppose. |
Q145. When did you first learn that he was killed?
A. From a telegram.
Q146. What did you do? '
A. I immediately went to Richmond.
Q147. What did you do after you ^ot there ? ^
A. Prepared his body for shipment to Weldon.
QMS. When was he buried?
A. 5th day of February.
QM9. When was your father married?
A. He was married in 1891.
Q150. When were you born?
A. May 19, 1894.
Q151. When did your mother die?
A. May, 1894.
Q152. "W^iat was the date of your father's birth?
A. March, 1861. '
Q153. Do you know what date?
A. I do not know the date.
page 83 Counsel for plaintiff objects to any statement
of age unless it is based on first hand knowledge.
Q154. How do you know your father's age?
A. That is what he always told me.
Q155. He always told you that was the month of his birth
and year of his birth?
A. Yes.
Q156. Will you please state from your own knowledge (be
sides you can read from your notes) the relationship between
you and your father?
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A. Just like it is between any other father and son. He
came to see me often and he took care of me since my mother
died.
(Here witness attempted to read a written statement.)
Counsel for plaintiff objects to witness reading prepared
statement and asks that he be not allowed to do so, but that
he give the facts from his own memory as the other witnesses
are required to do.
By counsel for defendant: ''Witness Ellis Gr. Bond does
not read a prepared statement, but proceeds to give testi
mony from his own memory."
A. My mother died when I was two weeks old and my
father lived here until I was -five years old. At that time he
found that he could not make a living farming, so my iather
went into railroad construction work. He has been working
with Mr. Jordan. He has come to see me often and he would
also write to me. In May, 1919, he deeded me his life estate in
the farm and in return for it I deeded him my interest in a
house and lot in Weldon, which I afterwards sold for him
for $1,500.00. On the 27th of December, 1923, I went to
Richmond and while I was there I went to see him where he
was working on a construction job. On the 27th of December
I went to the State and City Bank where he was working.
He started to talking to me about saving money. He said
son you would be surprised and would hardly believe how
much I have saved up. I want you to come and go with me
to the Savings Bank. We went to the Bank and
page 84 }• he asked for Mr. Ball, but Mr. Ball was not in, but
we saw Mr. Word. My father told him he wanted
him to look at me so that he would recognize me anywhere he
saw me. He called his attention to a scar I have here on my
face. Mr. Word said he would know me anywhere in the
world he saw me.
Counsel for the plaintiff objects to hearsay statements and
asks that the same be stricken out.
Q157. Well, go ahead and tell what you did in the bank—in
the Savings Bank of Richmond?
A. Mr. Word took my father and me to the vault where the
lock boxes were and he pointed out to me my father's box
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My father told Mr. Word to look at me so he would know me,
and then he said; "Son, if anything should ever happen to
me, I want you to come to Richmond and the hank here will
turn over to you what I have got here for you.'*
Q158. After your father's death did the Bank notify you?
A. Yes.
Q159. In what way?
A. Mr. Ball wrote to me to come to Richmond.
Q160. Did you go to see Mr. Ball?
A. Yes.
Q161. What did he do after you got there?
A. When I went to the bank I asked for Mr. Ball and he
carried me to the lock box and opened it with a key he had
there in the bank and showed me the bonds. There were $14,-
200.00 in bonds.
Q162. After that did Mr. Ball turn the bonds over to vou?
A. Yes.
Q16'3. Before you qualified as Administrator of your
father's estate?
A. Yes.
Q164. What else was in the box?
A. A slip of paper and on it was ''Deliver to my son,
Ellis Gr. Bond, Weldon, notify".
Q165. That was in the box with the bonds?
A. Yes.
page 85 [• Q166. What did you do mth the bonds then?
A. I taken them to the Virginia Trust Company
to have them registered.
Q167. Did they register them for you?
A. I failed to give the proper street address and they
didn't do it then, and by that time I had summons from Mrs.
Grace. I did not have them registered and they are in the
bank there now.
Q168. You still maintain the bonds are j^ours?
A. Yes.
Q169. Were the bonds filed as a part of the assets of the
estate when you first made your application to qualify as
administrator ?
A. No.
Q170. Were they filed as part of the assets?
A. No.
Q171. Were they filed with the Va. Trust Company—stale
what you did with respect to qualifying as administrator
first?
A. State what I did?
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Q172. Before you saw the Va. Trust Company you had
tried to qualify as Administrator of your father's estate, Ijad
you not?
A. I went to the City Hall for the purpose of qualifying.
When I got there tliey said I could not qualify before Mon
day. The judge I suppose was out, and they told me I would
have to come back the following Monday and qualify.
Q173. Did you prepare a statement of the assets of your
father's estate before the Va. Trust Company qualified?
A. No.
Q174.'What else did you find in the box besides the bonds?
A. Not anything.
Q175. State what other assets the estate of your father
had?
A. I found a note at Mrs. Dillon's for $5,625.00. She gave
it to me. She had been keeping it for him.
Q176. Who was it made by?.
A. K. L. Black (or K. L. Blackburn). Endorsed to father.
Q177. Wliat did Mrs. Dillon say?
A. Said she had been keeping it for him for
page 86 [- sometime.
Q178. What was she doing with it?
A. Keeping it for him. She said he asked her to keep it.
Q179. Where was your father at the time you married?
A. Flint; Mich.
Q180. What time did he go there?
A. July, 1919.
Q181. When did you get married?
A. 8th of December, 1919.
Q182. When did he return from Mich.?
A. He came to Weldon in February, 1920.
Q183. What was he doing in Weldon?
A. Visiting me.
Q.184. How long did he visit you?
A. Ten days.
Q185. Where were you rooming then?
A. At Mrs. Todd's.
Q186. How many rooms did you have?
A. One.
Q187. Wliere did your father stay?
A. We got him a room with Mrs. Williams.
Q188. Who paid for the room?
A. I did. I paid his room rent and for his board. He
ate at the same place we did, niy wife and myself.
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0189. At the time he visited you in February, 1920, what
feelings did he show towards your wife?
A. He showed the same feelings towards her any man
would towards his daughter-in-law. He wbuld call her his
daughter and told her often that he had nobody but us and
that we were all he was working for.
Q190. Had he ever visited you for a period of ten days
before?
A. No.
Q191. How often did he visit you before you were married?
A. About once or twice a year sometimes.
Q192. How often did you see him after you were married ?
A. I would see him as much as two or three times a year.
Q193. Did your father write to you while he was in H'lint,
Mich.?
A. Yes.
page 87 \ Q194. I will ask you whose handwriting that is?
A. My father's.
Q195. Where did you receive that letter?
A. Weldon.
Q196. Where was it written?
A. Flint, Mich.
Letter read and marked Exhibit Ellis G. Bond No. 1.
Q197. I hand you this letter. Whose handwriting is this?
A. My father's.
Q198. Where was that letter addressed?
A. To me in Weldon, N. C.
Letter read and marked Exhibit Ellis G. Bond No. 2.
Q199. Whose handwriting is this?
• A. My father's.
Q200. Who is it addressed to?
A. Myself.
Q201. Where did you receive that letter?
A. Weldon, N. C.
Letter read and marked Exhibit Ellis G, Bond No. 3.
Ql202. Please state where you got that letter?
A. Through the mail from my father.
Q203. Where is it post marked?
A. Buffalo, N. Y.
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Letter read and marked Exhibit Ellis G. Bond No. 4.
Q204. State whose handwriting that is?
A. My father's.
Q205. Where did you receive that letter I
A. Addressed to me in Weldon, N. C.
Q206. Where was it mailed!
A. Buffalo, N. Y.
. I
Letter read and marked Exhibit Ellis G. Bond No. 5.
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Flint, Mich.
May 23rd, 1920.
My Dear Son & Daughter
I received your long long looked for letter & which gaves
me a great deal of pleasure and make me kindly and lone
some both more for you know I have no home and from place
to place in the world but some day I will have one and stop
this life dont you both say so well enough of that will say
Ellis I am Glad you are Geting along with your farming well
dont let up make Everry thing Go lait & Early that the way to
work & make some money now is your time in life
I want to see you make some money and make your mark
in life as you said money is the best friend and the only One
in this life without money you can do but little that is the
thing always hell me down because I had no money So I
dont want to See you both that way work together live to
gether and have Some money you have a nice Start & I Say
work & hold to it & put mor to whol you both have my dear
Son and daughter look out for the dollar & the dollar will
care for j^ou both when old I will Say my Darling little
Daughter you nice and long I like to Get them from you Glad
you have a day Sorry to hear of Miss Bits illnes hope Ear
this She has Gotan letter Glad Ellis Sent his birthday with
hear that was nice for She loves Him I know and you go to
See hear when you can remember me to hear when you See
hear you both write at once & long letters all the more my
regard and love to mj^ Son & Daughter
R. J. BOND
Letter Addressed to
Mr. Ellis G. Bond,
Weldon, N. C.
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Flint, Mich.
July 25, 1920.
My dear Darling Boy & Daughter.
I will Wright you 2 a Short letter though I have not much
time to Wright before the mail goes out will Say I am well at
this time and the wether is awful coal hear for the time of
year I Sleep under heavy Cover Everry night this is one
Cold Country I tell you I dont think we will be hear much
longer I cant Say where I will Go they have a big job near
New York want me to Go but I may Stop this kind of life I
cant Say its a hard life and my health is not as Good as it
once was hope you are Geting on with your farming 0 K
Wright me about it hope you will make money and live at
home not to have to roam the world for a living as I have
to do my boy you & your wife has a nice Start if you both will
work and take care of it and add to it you & hear have the
chance to be well off when you Get old if you work and take
care which I think both of you will wright at once and a long-
long letter Gave me all the nuse at your farm and how you
ar Geting on and how your crop looks I think the Fulghams
Sold thir timber for a Good price has the man maked the
mill from you please write me I mil close for this write at
once all my love for you and daughter I am your Father
R. J. Bond to my dar little daughter &my darling Boy
Letter Addressed to
Mr. Ellis G. Bond, : '
Weldon, N. C.
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Flint Mich
August 15-20
My Dear Son & Daughter.
I received your letter few days ago was verry Glad to re
ceive it Sliows that you sometimes think of your old father
&TSo oftain of my dear boy which I So oftain woush to my
Self I only woush I could See & be with more but Such is
life I can only look for that day to come when I can See my
way clear to make a living in that country So you See a po'e
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man has to do the best he can. I cant say how long I will
be hear in Flint not more then 2 weeks longer Just where I
ivill go I cant Say Dupan has a big joH in or Near N. Yourk
wants me to Go there I cant Say wether I will Do ar not the
wither is so cold there in winter & that is close to hand I
sometimes think I will Go South write to me at once for ^
want be hear long I dont think when I leave will let you know
and where I Go I might come to See you I cant say at this
time Glad to know you are Geting on with your farming
nicely hope you will make Some money and take Care of it
& try and make more for a man without money this day is
had of in this life I Imow the Sting my Boy So work hard to
make money while you are young then when you Get old like
my Self you will not have to work hard for a living my re
gards to you & wife my Boy & Daughter write at once for I
might be Gone from hear B. J. Bond.
Letter Addressed to
Mr. Ellis G. Bond,
Weldon, N. C.
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Buffalow, N. T. ' .
Sunday S'ep 5 1920
My dear Boy & Daughter
I will drop you 2 a line to let you know I am living I am
hear on a big job for Dupont but I am not at work I have not
started Since I Got hear I am feeling badly and Sick and
thought I would take a little rest and if I dont feel beter in a
few days I am coming South Some place for the winter for it
is cold Enough hear now for an overcoat* I am going to
put up this R. R. after this year & do. Something Else Ellis
dont write to me until you hear from me again I cant Say I
will Stay hear I will wright to you 2 again in a few days I
might come South in a Short time I will let you put up with
me where I am and I have Got to make Some money that you
know for I will be So I cant work aferta little and what then
1 am Siting a park wrighting this and it is droping rain So
will have have to Stop will let you hear from me Soon again
regards to you & little wife.
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will Wright again in a few days to my Boy & Daughter
R. J. Bond Your Father.
Letter Addressed to
Mr. Ellis G. Bond,
Weldon, N. C.
page 92^ EXPIIBIT E, G. BOND #5.
Buffalo N. Y.
Sep 10, 1920.
My Dear Son & Daughter.
I wrote you 2 Some days ago from this place Buffalo whicli
is a Grand City I must say I am leaving hear to day for
New Yourk from there I will Go to Washington, D. C. will
Wright you both when I Get to Wasgington to let you know
how I am at this time I am not well but able to Go my legs
Gabe me pain all the time I will See you both Some time this
Year I hope well as it is nearly train time mil close for this
time will wright when I get to Washington D. C. I am your
true Father to my Son & Daughter
E. J. BOND.
Hope your crops are Good &"svill make Some Money when
you write to me you can tell me all about the farm & your
crops I will tell you where to wright in my next letter train
is coming I will stop.
R. J. BOND.
Letter Addressed to
Mr. Ellis G. Bond,
Weldon, N. C.
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AVashington, D. C.
Sept 14-20
My dear Son & Daughter.
• I have just arrived in this City of Washington from New
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Yourk and will drop; you a Short letter to let you know I am
living I am not well but I feel much better then I have for 2
or 3 weeks I will Say you can wright to me at Richmond, Va
700 E. Leigh S't and if any mail comes for me to Weldon Send
it at once to me Richmond 700 E. Leigh St. I will be in Rich
mond this week Some time hope you & little Girl all 0. K. I
will Go to See my father while hear will be gald to See him
for he is 88 years old only woush you could see him also will
Stop for this time will wright when I Get to Richmond but
you wright to me just as soon as you Get this for I have not
heard from you 2 since I was in Flint will say again direct
your letter 700 E. Leigh St. Richmond be sure to Send mail
if there be any now or any time wright at once So letter will




Mr. Ellis G. Bond,
Weldon, "NT. 0.
page 94 [• Q207. Who handwriting is this?
A. My father's.
Q208. To whom is it addressed?
A. To myself in Weldon, N. C.
Letter read and marked Exhibit Ellis G. Bond No. 6.
Q209. State if your father visited you for a longer period
after your marriagie than he had since he left Weldon and
prior to your marriage?
A. Yes.Q210. What relations existed between your father and your
wife after your marriage?
A. He treated her like a daughter-in-law. He gave her a
fur for a bridal present.Q211. I believe that you said that your father was in Flint,
Mich., at the time you were married?
A. Yes.
Q212. I notice that Mr. R. L. Beam testified to a statement
that your father was very much wrought up over your mar
riage concerningyour wife after and at the time of your mar
riage. State where your father was at that time? "
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A. My father was in Flint, Mich., at the time I was married.
He went there in July and I was married in December, 1919.
Q213. State what year your father went to Flint, Mich.
A. In July, 1919.
Q214. State what conversation j'^ ou had with the plaintiff,
Mrs. Mazie Verna Grace?
A. When I was in Richmond and was attempting to q^ualify
as Administrator of my father's estate, Mrs. Dillon said this
lady had called up and said she wanted to see me. I (Md not
know her. I had never heard of her before in my life. I
agreed to meet her at Mrs. Dillon's. Mrs. Grace, I suppose
her name is, asked, me about some letters. I told her yes we
had them. She wanted me to give her her letters and asked
her for my father's to"her. She did not have them with her
but I understood she was to let me have them. I gave her her
letters. She asked me if I had found a will and
page 941/^ ^ I told her I had not. She asked me if I had found
an insurance policy and 1 told her I had not.
Slie said he told her he had $20,000.00 worth of bonds and she
wanted them. I didn't know anything about his ever prom
ising to give them to her, and I told her I would not hand them
over to her like that. I would have to have some proof of that.
This lawyer here, I didn't know who he was then, but I
thought he was an insurance agent, said she came into his
office that morning crying and that she was a heart-broken
woman. He wanted to know if I wouldn't give her some
thing. He said give her a few hundred dollars to make her
feel good. He asked me that after she had gone on down
stairs.
Q215. Do you still consider the bonds are yours?
A. I do.
Q216. And that they have been lawfully delivered to vou?
A. I do. '
Q217. Under the instructions of your father?
A. I do.
Q218. State how often your father spoke to you about his
property?
A. Every time he would see me. He always said, ''son,
everything I have is for you. You are all I am working for".
Q219. When was the last time he told you that?
A. The 27th of December.
Q220. Where were you when he told you that?
A. Corner of 9th and Main Streets, Richmond. He stated
he had been saving up for a long time. He said I don't be
lieve you would believe how much I have, it would surprise
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you. Then he taken me to the Savings Bank of Richmond
on the 27th of December, 1923, and showed me his lock box
as I said.
Q221. How long after that before your father died?
A. He showed me that in Dec., on the 27th of December and




Q222. Mr. Bond, at the time you married your wife how
long had you known her?
A. I had known her about 12 months.
page 95 }- Q223. Had your father seen her prior to your
marriage?
A. Yes, in Richmond.
Q224. He had seen her prior to your marriage?
A. Prior to my marriage, and we were talking about it.
Q225. Was she working in Richmond at that time?
A. In Weldon.
Q226. She did work in Richmond prior to that time? .
A. Not that I know of.
Q227. Didn't she work at Miller & Rhoads, Richmond?
A. She has never worked at Miller & Rhoads.
Q228. Where did you meet her?
A. Weldon. I met her in the office where she worked at.
Q229. Where did she work?
A. For the A. C. House Lumber Company.
Qi230. You had a short period of courtship?
A. About twelve months, if you call that short or long.
Q231. You went through your father's paper after his
death?
A. All I found.
Q232. Anything resembling a will in any form?
A. No.
Q234. Did you see the insurance policy? Didn't you say
she asked about an insurance policy?
A. I am positive she did.
Q235. What sort of insurance policy did you find?
A. I did not find any.
Q236. You were the one who had charge of everything after
his death?
A. That was my understanding.
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Q237. And you say that you found no insurance policy
among his papers?
A. No.
Q238. Did you ask a soul about one?
A. No.
Q239. You are certain of that?
A. Yes.
Q:240. You know where everything he had was
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A. He told me where it was.
Q241. Where did he tell you ?
A. In the bank, except the note.
Q242. Had he told you about that note?
A. Note.' It was at Mrs. Dillon's when I found it.
Q243. You went dow to Richmond, but you didn't go in
the box, did yout
A. Yes, I went in the box.
Q244. You went into the box with a key at the bank?
A. Yes.
Q245. You are positive that you went into the box?
A. I wanted to find out more, about it.
Q246. Where is this little slip of paper you have told us
about?
A. The Vir^nia Trust Company has it.
Q247. Was it signed by him?
A. I do not remember.
Q248. You know that it was not signed by him?
A. I do not.
Q249. He visited you in 1920. Did he visit you after that
time?
A. He has visited me since, once or twice a year since
1920. I went to Richmond to see him three or four times a
year.
Q250. Are you positive that he has been to see you since
1920?
A. I think so.
Q251. You remember the date he visited you in 1920?
A. In February he came to see me.
Q252. Do you know the date or the month since 1920 that
he has visited you?
A. I remember when he visited me in 1920, but I can't tell
you about the other times.
Q253. You don't know when he visited you?
A. I know he did visit me.
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Q254. Have you gotten any letters from him subsequent to
1920?
A. I don't know whether I could find any or not. I might.
Q255. You are sure that you have had letters since 1920?
A. If I minded to look long enough.
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A. We were married in Richmond.
Q257. Why were you married in Richmond?
A. My wife's people did not live at that time in Richmond,
but in Ashland. We were married at Mrs. Ellington's in
Barton Heights. All of the family were there and my wife's
people were there.
Q258. You were married in Barton Heights?
A. Yes. Her people came there to the marriage. They live
in Richmond now.
Q259. You did not have the key to this lock box yourself?
A. No.
Q260. Where did you get the key to open the box?
A. I went to the bank and called for Mr. Ball and Mr.
Word and they went mth me to open the box.
Q261. He had the key at the bank?
A. They had the key there at the bank to open it.
Q26'2. Did he tell you who had the key to his lock box?
A. I never asked him, but he took me to the bank and told
me about the box and showed it to me, and they had the key
at the bank to unlock it. I know that.
Q263. He told you many times that everything he had was
for you ?
A. Yes.
Q264. He didn't tell you about that note being at Mrs. Dil
lon's?
A. No.
Q265. He told you about what?
A. I knew where he had the bonds.
Q267. Did you know that he had any money in the bank ?
A. I did. He had the bank book in the drawer there.
Q268. Did you wife ashed him how much money he had?
A. I never heard my wife speak to him of it.
Q269. He never gave her anvthing but the fur piece?
A. Yes.
Q270. Was your father friendlj'- towards your wife?
A. His letters said so.
page 98 Q271. Do you recall that in 1920 when your
father was visiting you your wife going and sitting
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upon his lap and asking him about his papers? About his
affairs?
A. No.
Q272. She did not ask him that?
A. No.
Q273. The slip of paper you found in the lock box was just
about a line—the whole of it?
A. Yes. It is at. the Virginia Trust Company.
Q274. You took the papers out before qualifying?
A. Yes.
Q275. You say that about two months subsequent to that
time you and your father went into the lock box -svith his key ?
A. I did not.
Q276. Did you go into the lock box with his key?
A. I went with him to the bank on the 27th of December
and he pointed out his box to me, but we did not go into the
box. He told me about it.
Q277. Did you have these bonds in your hand when you and
your father went there in 1923?
A. I did not go into the box at all.
Q278. He turn them over to you at all?
A. He took me there and showed me the box and told me
they were for me.
Q279. Did he give you any coupons?
A. No.
Q280. Have you cut any coupons off since that time ?
A. I have not.
Q281. How many acres in your farm?
A. I suppose about 300 acres. I haven't had it surveyed.
Q282. Assessed at $30 an acre?
A. I don't know what it is assessed at.
Q283. You are right sure that I told you to give this lady
here one or two hundred dollars?
A. Give her a few hundred dollars to make her
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morning and cried like her heart would break.
Q284. Did you make any other efforts to get his papers be
sides going to the banking house and to the boarding house?
A. No. I found his bank book in the bureau drawer and I
knew where to go to get the bonds.
Q285. How about this note you spoke of?
A. I told you that Mrs. Dillon gave me this and said she
had it for safe keeping.
Q286. Didn't you maTse inquiries of different people and
try to find out if he had anything else?
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A. I knew then about this note signed by K. L. Black, but
I can swear that I did not go all around and talk to people
"when I went after his body. I don't think I talked to but
four people then.
Q287. Can you tell me why you thought I was an insurance
agent instead of a lawyer?
A. Because you were like them, and they try to talk their
heads off. I know you did a whole lot of talking when we
met. Nobody made themsel^v^es knotv to me and I did not know
who you were or what you were. When this lady came you
were with her and a man I supposed to be her father and one
I supposed to be her brother. I did not know anything about
them, but I thought the old man was her father.
Qi288. Have you an uncle living at Fredericksburg, Va.?
A. I don't laow anything about my father's people. I
think his sister's child was going to school in Fredericks
burg, but I don't think he had any people living in Fredericks-
hurg.
Q289. Has he a sister living in Fredericksburg?
A. Not that I know of.
Q290. Has he one living near Fredericksburg?
A. I think he has one living out in Orange. I don't know.
Q291. About the same neighborhood, isn't it?
A. I don't know. You asked me if he had one living in
Fredericksburg.
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A. I met him at 700 E Lee Street.
Q292. That when you met him?
A. Yes.
Q293. lie was a friend of your father's?
A. I just met him at my father's boarding house.
Q294. Have you ever met Erie Cash?
A. I met so many of the boarders when I would go there
with him, I don't remember all of them. He would introduce
me to everybody.
Q295. You cannot recollect any visit he made you after
1920 in Weldon?
A. I could not say what year or what month it was. I
know he visited me once or twice a year.
Q296. Couldn't you produce any more letters?
A. I suppose if I had made a more through search I might
have found sonie more of them.
Q297. You knew that your father was going with Mrs.
Grace?
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A. I never heard him call her name. I did not know there
was such a woman in the Avorld.
Q298. Did you know that Mr. Bond had ever been a visitor
to Mrs. Grace's home?
A. I know he told me that he had been out in Washington
to his sister's home.
Ql299. You did know that he had a sister in Washington!.
A. So he said.
Q300. Did you know anything about his business affairs in
Washington?
A. No.
Q301. You have subsequently learned anything of his busi
ness affairs in Washington?
A. No.
Q302. He ever tell you that he was involved in any litiga
tion in Washington?
A. I don't remember it.
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in Richmond?
A. I don't know that he had any lawyer.
Q3(M. Did he say that he was involved in some business
transaction?
A. He did not tell me about it.
Q305. You have not learned about it in Washington subse
quent to his death ?
A. No, I have not.
Q306. You live in Weldon?
A. Yes.
Q307. You don't live on your farm?
A. No.
Q308. But you are sure that when you went to the Savings
Department of the Bank that his key was at the Bank at that
time?
A. Yes. We opened the hoy with key.
RE-DIRECT EXAMINATION.
By Mr. Clark:
Q309. What was your wife's maiden name?
A. Dorothy H. Jenkins.
Q310. Where were her people living at the time of your
marriage?
A. They were living at Ashland at the time I married her.
Q311. Where was she living at the time you married her?
A. Weldon.
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Q312. When did her people move to Richmond?
A. I suppose they have been there about three years or
more.
Q313. How long had you known your wife before you mar
ried her?
A. About twelve months.
Q314. Did your father ever ma^^e any statement to you with
respect to your wife and about your marriage?
A. Yes. He told me he was mighty glad I was married and
that he thought I had done well.
Q315. Had he ever met your wife before you were married?
A. Yes, in Richmond, Va.
Q316. Did he make any statement about her to you before
your marriage?
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her, that she was a mighty fine girl, and she would
make me a good wife.
Q317. Who was present when he made that statement?
A. Nobody, except to us.
Q318. Where was your wife?
A. With us. I think we were sitting in the Capital Square.
We generally went there when we wanted to have a talk.
RE-CROSS EXAMINATION".
By Mr. Tillar:
Q319. You had that talk in the Capitol Square?
A. I think so. Nearly every time I went to see him we
would generally go to the Capitol Square and talk. The Capi
tol Square in Richmond, Va.
Q320. You all went with Mr. Bond down to the Savings
Bank once?
A. I went down there with him that once.
RE-DIRECT EXAMINATION.
By Mr. Clark:
0321. What interest did your father have in the tract of
land you now own, and which was formerly owned by your
mother?
A. He only had a life estate in this land he inherited from
my mother.
Q322. Did he ever own any land in N. C. other than his life
estate in this farm?
A. No.
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Q324. He conveyed his interest in this land to you?
A. Yes, and I conveyed my interest in a house and lot in
town to him and sold it for him.
Q326. Did you turn over the money to him?
A. Yes; $1,500.00.
MRS'. DOROTHY JENKINS BOND,
a witness of lawful age, being first duly sworn, deposed as fol
lows in behalf of the defendant:
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Q326. Please state your age, residence and oc
cupation?
A. 27 years old. I live in Weldon. Keeping house is aU
I do.
Q327. When did you first meet your husband, Mr. Ellis G.
Bond?
A. I think I met him in January, 1919.
QS28. Where?
A. Here in Weldon.
Q329. You remember about where it was?
A. In front of the Green building. Right down stairs from
the office where I worked.
Q330. How long have you been knowing Ellis Bond?
A. Only since that time. We were married the following
Dec.
Q331. Did you ever meet the father of Ellis Bond, Mr. R.
J. Bond, before your marriage?
A. Yes, I had met him.
Q332. State whether you ever met him in Richmond?
A. That was where I did meet him.
Q333. State what conversation you had with him, if any
one else was present, concerning your approaching marriage
to EUis Bond?
A. We were up there during the spring of 1919. He had
been told of our engagement and he told me he was very much
pleased with Ellis' selection of a wife, and he said that he
was going to deed Ellis his interest in the farm so that Ellis
could get marriied. That as it was he did not have anything
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to get married on. So he deeded Ellis his interest in the farm
and Ellis deeded him his interest in a house and lot here in
Weldon, and he told me and he told my mother, too, that he
was very much pleased with the engagement.
Q334. Do you remember where that conversation took
place ?
A. We were walking out towards the pump house in Eich-
mond, all of us together.
Q335. You saw him occasionally in Richmond?
A. I was over there and talked to him a number of times.
Q336. You visited in Ridimond. Where did you stay?
A. With a friend of mine. Ellis and I would go to see his
father..
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A. Ashland, Va.
Q338. When did they move to Richmond?
A. I think in October after we were married.
Q339. When did you become engaged to Ellis?
A. AprU, 1919.
Q340. You were married in December?
A. Yes. •
Q341. Where was Mr. Bond, Ellis' father, at the time you
"were married?
A. Flint, Mich., when I got married.
Q342. When did he go there?
A. July, 1919.
Q344. When did he return from Mich.?
A. He came back from Mich, about the first part of the
year of 1920, but he did not come to stay until Sept., 1920.
Q345. How long did he visit you?
A. About two weeks.
• Q346. Where were you living at hat time?
A. In Weldon and rooming with Mrs. R. P. Todd.
Q347. How many rooms did you have ?
A. One.
Q348. Where did Mr. Bond stay when he visited you?
A. We got him a room at Mrs. E. L. Williams'.
Q349. Who made arrangements for the room?
A. We did.
0350. Who paid for it?
A. We did.
Qi351. Where were you and Ellis boarding?
A. We were boarding with Mrs. Cochrane and we boarded
Ellis' father with Mrs. Cochrane, too.
Q352. You were not keeping house?
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A. No; I was still working.
Q353. Did you and Mr. Bond have any conversation with
respect to yours and Ellis' marriage when he was
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A. He talked with me a great deal. He said
that he was glad that Ellis was married and had settled down;,
that it was the best thing for him; that he was glad to see him
get along in life and that he was going to do all that he could
to help him. He said he had given him his share in the farm
so that he could have entire control over it in exchange for
Ellis' interest in a house and lot in town, and that he wanted
to see him niake a success of the farm first. He told me lots
more about his business than he told Ellis at that time.
Q354. State what conversation you had with Mr. R. J.
Bond concerning his estate?
A. He told me at the time that he had put by between $30,-
000 and $35,000 he had saved during a life time of work. He
said that he had $20,200.00 worth of Liberty bonds. He went
on to mention a number of things. He had a house in Wash
ington, but he got rid of that before his death. Then he told
me that all^f this was for Ellis at his death. I don't recall
every conversation I had with him, but he talked a whole lot.
Q355. How often would he mention anything about his
estate after he had that talk with you?
A. I never saw him but what he would mention it one way
or the other.
Q356. Said that all he had was for Ellis'?
A. Everything he had was for Ellis. He would say that
everything I have is for Ellis at my death. He seemed to be
happj^ over the fact that he had been able to save up what he
had and he seemed to like to talk about what he had.
Q357. Did you see Mr. Bond in Richmond?
A. Many times.
Q358. Did you all visit him there?
A. We had visited my people after they moved there and
we would always see him at the same time.
Q359. When did you family move to Richmond?
A. I think it was in October after he had re-
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Q360. Wliere did they live?
A. Tdlewood Park.
Q361. You would stay with your people?
A. Yes.
Q362. State whether or not you would during these visits
see Mr. Bond?
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A. Always saw him. He would have us to go around to
his boarding house and eat with him sometimes, or he would
take us to a restaurant, hotel or some place for a meal. He
especially liked to sit in the Capitol Square and talk hours at
the tim^ He would always carry us up there with him to
talk. In these talks he would mention something about what
he had. He would always bring that in some way.
Q363. What would he say?
A. He would say that everything he had was for Ellis;
that we were all he was working for, and that it would all be
Ellis' when he died. He said it made him happy to know that
he could leave Ellis as well fixed as he could. He took a pride
in talking about what he had saved up and what he had
done.
Qi364. When was the last time you heard him speak of it?
A. The last time I saw him was Saturday, Dec. 29, 1923,
the December before he died in February.
Q365. Where were you when you saw him?
A. I was at home for the Christmas holidays and I saw him
then.
Q366. Were you present at Mrs. Dillon's when Mrs. Grace
came there to see Ellis?
A. Yes.
Q367. State what remarks were made by Mrs. Grace or
any other person present at that meeting—^what happened
there.
A. Mrs. Grace had been trjdng to see Ellis, but it seemed
like she never could find him in when she called. She left a
message and we called her up and made an engagement to
meet her at Mrs. Dillon's, which we did. We went up to Mr.
Barnes' room he had before his death and Mrs. Grace asked
us for her letters, which we had seen and read,
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us under the impression that she would return to
us all of Mr. Bond's letters to her, but she did not do it. We
were so surprised, I don't remember everything she said.
She came with Mr. Tillar, her father and her brother. They
asked for insurance papers, which we knew nothing about,
and she said that Mr. Bond had given her the bonds and that
she had the key to the lock box. We said we did not know
anything about that. We were not going to turn over valuable
propertv to her without her proving it.
Q368. What did she say with respect to the bonds?
A. She said she wanted them,
Q369. What else?
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A. She claimed that she had the key to the lock box and
that ought to entitled her to them. I don't know what else
she said hardly.
Q370. Did anybody make any statement in your presence
and while Mrs. Grace was there concerning a compromise of
the estate?
A. Mr. Tillar was talking and arguing as her lawyer. 1-le
,stated in the talk that she had come to see him that morning
and she was heartbroken—a heartbroken woman. He said
his sympathies were entirely with her and he wished we could
come to some terms without carrying the matter to court.
We told him we did not see how we could. Ellis did. Mr.
Tillar said then can't you give her a few hundred dollars to
make her feel good?
Q371. What reply did you make to that?
A. Told him no.
Q372. Any other statement you want to make concerning
this that I have not asked you about?
A. I do not think so.
Q373. Here is a statement by one of the witnesses, Mr. E.
L. Beam. The question was dksed Mr. Beam, '' state anything
Mr. Bond told you about his daughter-in-law, or what she
said she would do with his money when he was dead", and
Mr. Beam replied: '' Slie told me she would show the old man
how to spend his money when she got it." Did you make such
a statement?
A. I never did. I most assuredly never did.
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fied that Mr. B. J. Bond, the father of Ellis Bond,
was very much wrought up at the time of his marriage, the
marriage between his son and yourself. Please state where
Mr. Bond was at the time of your marriage to Ellis Bond?
A. Flint, Mich., before and after I was married.
Q375. WTien did he go to Flint, Mich., and when were
you married?
A. He went to Flint, Mich., in July and I was married in
Dec. He came out here in February, 1920, but did not come
to stay until Sept., 1920, almost a year after we were mar
ried.
Q376. State if Mr. B. J. Bond ever gave you a wedding
present?
A. He had me to go to Richmond with him and spend the
day up there together and he bought me a fur neck piece and
gave to me for a wedding present.
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CROSS EXAMINATION.
By Mr. Tillar:
Q377. Mrs. Bond, you stated on your direct examination
that on every occasion that you had a talk with Mr. Bond he
always told you about his financial matters; more so, than to
his son. 'Why do you suppose he talked to you more about
such matters ?
A. He said he thought I understood business better than
Ellis did. I had worked in a business office and he seemed
to think that I had a good business head. I do not know how
•correct he was about it.
Q378. You often asked him about his business affairs?
A. I did not. It was purely voluntary on his part.
Q379. Yet on every occasion he would tell you about his
financial affairs?
A. I do not say that he did on every occasion in just that
way, but he would mention in some way or other or by some
means bring up the subject in some manner.
Q380. He told you everything he had was for his son?
A. He talked to me about it and he talked to
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Q381. How many times had you see him prior
to your marriage to his son?
A. I couldn't tell you. Three or four times—^may be more.
Q382. During those three or four times did he tell you
about his financial condition?
A. He did not talk about his financial condition prior to
my marriage, except to say that if I married Ellis he would
see that I never wanted for anything.
Q383. How many times have you seen him since you were
married?
A. I could not count the times.
Q384. So many that you cannot count them?
A. Yes.
Q385. He was in Flint, Mich., at the time of his son's mar
riage?
A. Yes. He did not return to Richmond to stay until some
time after we were married.
Q386. How often did you see him after he returned to
Richmond?
A. We would go to Richmond on a visit three or four times
a year and we would see him during these visits.
Q387. How many times would you see him while you were
there?
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A. We would see him nearly every day while we were in
Richmond. I do not want to make an incorrect statement, and
I cannot tell you how many times I would see him.
Q388.,You have an automobile?
A. Yes, but lots of poor people have them.
Q389. You have a farm?
A, Yes, such as it is.
Q390. He never told you about any girl friend of his, did
he? -
A. Never mentioned any.
Q391. Do you ever recall seeing him in Weldon subsequent
to 1920?
A. He came to see us in 1920.
Q392. Did he ever come afterwards?
A. Not after February, 1920. He would have us to come
up to see him then.
Q393. He would write and ask you to come!
A. He talked over the telephone a number of times and
invited us.
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A. When he wanted to see us, and he would
want to know when we were coming, and when we got there he
was always glad to see us.
Q395. Once when he was here in Weldon didn't you go and
sit in his lap and asked him about his affairs?
A. I never sat in his lap in my life.
Q396. Have you ever met Mr. Robert S. Beam?
A. Not until after Mr. Bond's death.
Q397. Where cRd you meet him?
A. The place he works near the union station.
Q398. You went to the place where he works near the union
station?
A. We went to see him.
Q399. Whe^ did you go to see him?
A. We wanted to know if he could tell us any more about
Mr. Bond's business than we already knew.
Q400. Didn't you know all about his business?
A. We know all about it now, except Mrs. Grace.
Q401. If it should develop that your husband testified that
you did not go around to find out anything about Mr. R. J.
Bond's business, what would you say mth respect to it?
A. I do not know whether you would call it going around
or not, but we did talk to some of his old friends about him.
Q402. You wanted them to help you find out all about his
business ?
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A. We went to see some of his old friends and talked to
them and found out what they told us.
Q403. How long did you stay in Richmond after Mr. Bond's
death?
A. We were up there during that time several days.
Q404. When you went to see his old friends, did you go to
see Mrs. Grace?
A. We did not know anything about her until she tried to
get us over the 'phone and said she wanted to see us.
Q405. Did she get you?
A. She never could find us in. Wefinally called her up and
made the appointment to see her. We did not know anything
about her until she tried to see us.
Q406. What did she ask when you saw her?
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papers. We had not see any papers except some
letters.
Q407. Did you see any pictures he had of her?
A. There was one on the bureau.
Q408. Didn't you give her four pictures back?
A. There were some others that were not on the bureau.
Q409. Didn't you give her three back?
A. I think so. It may have been three. I couldn't tell
you, because I got so excited about then.
Q410. You gave her a stack of letters?
A. Yes, quite a stack.
Q411. In fact, there were two stacks of them?
A. I don't remember how many stacks, but there were a
good many letters. Quite a number of letters. I read every
one of them.Q412. You never asked her for his letters, did you?
A. We gave her her letters and thought she was going to
give us his letters, but we got so exdited we forget to ask her
about it later.
Q413. Mr. Bond did not visit his son as often after his mar
riage as he did before his marriage, did he?
A. After he came back to Itichmond we went to see him.
Q414. Why did he quit coming to see his son?
A. Because we went up there often and he saw us there.Q415. He stopped coming to see him after his marriage?
A. He did come to see us after we were married. When
he returned to Richmond we went up there and he saw us
often as he wished.Q416. Did you go with Ellis Bond and his father to the
Bank?
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A. When?
Q417. The time when he went to the Bank with his father
and his father told him about the lock box?
A. I was not with him that time. I was in the moving
picture show with my mother.
RE-DIRECT EXAMINATION.
By Mr. Clark:
Q418. Mr. R. J. Bond did visit you after you
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A. He visited us in February, 1920. Remained
with us two weeks.
Q419. Wasn't that the longest visit he had ever made?
A. It was the longest visit he had ever made Ellis.
Q420. After Mr. Bond's death and you and your husband
were in Richmond didn't you arrange to see Mrs. Grace?
A. We learned that she was trying to see us but never
could find us when we were in, and so I finally called up and
made the appointment to see her.
Q421. You met at Mrs. Grace's request?
A. Yes.
Q422. The letters you read were from Mrs. Grace? -
A. I read every one of them.
Q423. They were addressed to Mr. R. J. Bond?
A. Yes. I suppose so.
Q424. You never saw any of his letters to her?
A, She kept them.
Q425. From the tone of her letters it was evident that some
one else had been sitting in his lap besides his daughter-in-
law?
A. Evidently so. ^
RE-CROSS EXAMINATION.
By Mr. Tillar:
Q426. You were mlling to return her letters to her?
A. They were so messy we did not want them around!
Q427. It was a fact that they were the letters of his best
girl friend?
A. They were from her.
Q428. It seemed that he had her in mind?
A. She had him in her mind.
Q429. Had you ever heard Mr. Bond speak of Mrs. Grace
prior to his death?
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A. No. I did not know that such a person lived. I did not
know of any Mrs. Grace until after his death.
RE-DIBECT.
By Mr. Clark:
Q430. Please state if Mr. Bond ever made any
page 113 [ remark to you relative to his getting married
to any woman?
A. We were talking to him one time and he asked us the
question what we would think of his getting married. We
told him that we wished he would; that it was bad for hiTn
to live alone; that is, if he could find the right sort of woman,
we would be glad for him to get married. He just laughed
and said he asked that to see what we would say. He said,
*'I am not going to get married. I wouldn't marry any woman
Ood ever put breath in", and then he spoke of Ellis' mother.
RE-CROSS EXAMINATION.
Q431. When did that conversation take place?
A. It was in December, 1923.
Q432. Where?
A. I think it was on the corner of 9th and Main where he
was working on the excavation. Ellis and I were both present.
By consent of parties by attorneys for plaintiff and de
fendant signatures to all of the foregoing depositions waived.
page 114 y Weldon,
North Carolina.
I, Mrs. Janie Hayward, a Notary Public, certify that the
foregoing depositions of W. W. Wiggins, H. G. Rowe, Edwin
Clark, Ellis G. Bond and Mrs. Ellis G. Bond were duly taken
and sworn to at the time and place mentioned in said notice,
and for the purposes therein stated; I further certify that
signatures to the said depositions was was waived by consent
of parties by counsel for plaintiff and defendant.




My commission expires February 6, 1927,
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Maisie Vema Grace
V.
Virginia Trust Company and Ellis G. Bond, Admrs., etc.
(Depositions on behalf of defendants and cross-examina
tion of complainant.)
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page 116 [ Virginia:
In the Hustings Court, Part II, of the City of Richmond.
Maisie Verna Grace
V.
Virginia Trust Company any Ellis G. Bond, Administrators
of the Estate of Robert J. Bond, Deceased.
The depositions of Mrs. J. H. Jenkins and others, taken
pursuant to adjournment at the offices of A. B, Dickinson,
Esq., Mutual Building, Richmond, Virginia, on the 16th day
of June, 1925, between the hours of 9:00 A. M. and 6:00
P. M., to be read as evidence on behalf of the defendants in
the above-entitled suit.
page 117 [ MRS. J. H. JENKINS,
a "witness of lawful age, being first duly sworn,
deposes and says as follows:
DIRECT EXAMINATION.
By Mr. Dickinson:
. Q. Mrs. Jenkins, what is your occupation? ^




Q. Yes, ma 'am.
A. Well, when a woman is married and living at home she
is supposed not to have any, isn't she?
Q. Housekeeper?
A. Sure.
Q. What relation are 5^ou to Mrs. Ellis Gr, Bond?
A. I am her mother.
Q. Did you know Mr. Robert J. Bond?
A. Yes, sir, I knew him very well.
Q. How long did you know him prior to his death?
A. About five years.
Q. Did you knowhim prior to the marriage of your daugh
ter to Mr. Ellis G. Bond?
• A. Yes, sir; yes, sir.
Q. Did he ever express his satisfaction or dissatisfaction
with the marriage of Mr. Ellis G. Bond to your
page 118 [• daughter?
A. Yes, sir, he did to me, very explicitly.
Q. Will you please state what he said to vou on the sub
ject?
A. Well, he spoke to me twice about it. Once was when
he first knew about it, and told me that he was so delighted
with my daughter because she reminded him so much of his
beloved wife, that she was the only person he had ever seen
since his wife died that pleased him like she did. And then it
was about—^liow manymonths now ? About a month—I really
don't remember how long it was, but it was some time just
a month or six weeks, as well as I can remember, that he
had Ellis come back up here and bring the deed to be signed.
He had told him that if he would transfer the Weldon prop
erty to him that they owned jointlj^ you know, that he would
transfer his title, his part of the farm, to Ellis, and that would
give him the farm clear, don't you know. So when he men
tioned it the first time my daughter saw him and he said,
"Ellis, you bring her up here with you when you come to
bring the papers"-. Dorothy says, "Oh, no, Mr. Bond, that
is not necessary at all. It is no use to spend that extra money
for me to come. I don't have to come". But he says, "I
want you to come". And he says, "If I am ^villing to pay
the expense you don't object to coming, do you?" She says,
"Oh, no, I will be delighted". He says, "Well, you come.
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I want you. I like you and I want you to come",
page 119 j- Q. Mrs. Jenkins, did you see anything of Mr.
Bond, Mr. Eobert J. Bond, after the marriage of
your daughter?
A. One minute. I want to finish what I was telling them,
Mr. Dickinson. I wasn't finished.
Q. All right; I beg your pardon.
A. He then turned to me and says, ''You come with your
daughter". You know we were living in Ashland, Virginia.
And he said, "Why not?" I said I would be glad to come
with them. So I met them here the day they came up from
Weldon, which was Saturday evening, and we were his guests
over the week end and spent a delightful time with him.
And during the Sunday after we had arrived—^He frequented
Monroe Park more than anywhere else; being in a boarding
house he had no private place to talk, and so he always
went in Monroe Park, and he took us in there, and as we
were walking along, Dorothy and Ellis were some distance
in advance, so we couldn't hear what they were saying, and
he says, "Mrs. Jenkins, I know you hate to give your daugh
ter up". He says, "She reminds me a good bit of my wife",
he says; "I know you hate to give her up. He is not worth
it". He told me, "I don't expect that I have done just as I
should have done about my son; he has not been taught busi
ness, trades and all like that; you have to realize it but it is
too late now". And he says, "I want to tell you that in
giving your daughter to him she shall never want for any
thing". I said, "No, Mr. Bond, I don't expect
page 120 her to". He says, "Well, Mrs. Jenkins, I have
given them the ferm, but I don't want them to
know that they have anything else to fall back on. He says,
"I want to tell you, but I don't want you to tell them, that
that farm is only a small part of what they will get. I want
them to think that is all they mil have so they will work
and make good. But if anything happens that Ellis can't
do it, through my fault in failing—not having taught him
business training, your daughter will never want. I have a
plenty to take care of her comfortably all her life, so don't
you worry". Of course I thanked him. He tried to make
me feel better, because I knew that Ellis had not been taught
business, and whether he could work and make a living had
to be seen.
Q. Did you see anything of Mr. Eobert J. Bond after the
marriage?
A. Yes, sir, frequently.
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'Q. Did lie indicate anyfondness or affection for yourdaugh
ter after that time, talking again?
A. He told me she was a grand girl, that he was devoted to
lier, and he was so glad that Ellis had sense enough to pick
out such a girl with a business head, and also told me a num
ber of tmies that she was more like his wife than anybody
lie had ever seen, and he had never loved anybody but his
wife until he saw my daughter; no woman had
page 121 \ ever had any place in his affection.
Note: At this point-the witness left the stand to be re-
'called after the testimony of certain other witnesses.
JAMES M. BALL,




Q. Mr. Ball, you have testified in this case before?
A. Yes, sir.
Q. You were asked in your previous examination to see if
you could find the written memorandum that you made of
Mr. R. J, Bond's directions to you as to the disposition of the
contents of the box he had, and also to file a copy of the con
tract that Mr, Bond signed when this box was rented. Do
you recall whether you have done that or not? I think that
has been done.
A. I think so; I think the blank contract.Q. We do not find it in the papers. Will you arrange to
let us have one?
A. Why, I thought you had it already.
Q. Well, no, we can't find it. '
A. Just a copy of the contract?
Q. Yes, sir.
page 122 \ A. Yes, sir.
Q- Now, Mr. Ball, it does not seem to be very
clear from your previous testimony and therefore I want to
ask you again: How many kej^s do you deliver when a cus
tomer rents a box from your bank?
A. Two.
Q. The bank has, or has it, a master key which unlocks
all the boxes partially?
A. Yes, sir.
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Q. And in addition to that master key you have to have?
one of the two keys that you deliver to the customer?
A Yeff
Q. Is that right f
A. Yes, sir.Q. Now, when Mr. Bond rented this box,'did he take away
one or two keys?
A. He took one and left one with me.
Q. Left one with youT
A. Yes, sir.
Q. For what purpose was that key. left with you ?
A. The purpose when he left it with me was to credit him
with coupons as they fell due, and in the event of his death
to turn over the contents of that box to his son.
Q. You stated when you were here before about a memo
randum that was made in your handAvriting. Have you all
got that memorandum now or do you know what
page 123 }• became of it?
A. We haven't. I don't know what became of
it. But it was in my handwriting, what I was to do with it.
I was to turn over whatever was in the box to his son in the
event of his death. That was the purport of it.
CROSS EXAMINATION.
By Mr. Wendenburg:
Q. Do you remember when he placed these bonds in this
lock box at your bank?
A. Do I remember the date?
Q. Yes.
A. I do not.
Q. How long after he had purchased the box was it? Or
was it the same day?
A. I can't remember those dates at all as to that.
Q. Do you remember where he got the bonds from that he
placed in the box?
A. Some of them were bought through our bank. I don't
know if they all were.
Q. Before he had rented that box?
A. Yes, he-—^we have only had the box comparatively a
short time; I mean, the lock box. We had the bonds some
time before we had the box.
Q. You had the bonds in the box?
A. In sakekeeping, yes, sir.
page 124 ]• Q. That you all keep your pf»+rons' securities
in? Isn't that true?
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A. That is true.
Q. And no one had a key to that except the bank officers ?
A. The bank officers.
Q. And you kept not only these bonds in that box but as
I understand j'-ou had other securities that belonged to him?
A. We had his bank book.
Q. Did you have other securities?
A. I don't recall now.
Q. But the only thing that he took out of that box that the
bank had for the safekeeping of its patrons' securities were
these bonds that were placed in this box?
A. Whatever he had there he took out; I don't recall what
they were.
Q. Were j-ou there when he took them out?
A. I was.
Q. Do you remember what he took out?
A. I do not.
Q. You know that he didn't take his bank book out?
A. I know that he took whatever he had there out.
Q. Do you know whether he took out the note of five thous
and dollars of Black & Company?
A. I don't recall seeing that.
Q. Will you say he never had that in the box?
page 125 \ A. No, I don't say that, but I say I do not re
call it.Q. But whatever he took out, whether he took out anything
else besides the bonds, he only placed in this lock box that
he rented these bonds in question. Isn't that true?
A. Whatever was in that box was to be delivered to his son.
I don't recall what was in there.
(Note: The question was read by the notary.)
A. I didn't say that he only placed those. I can't recall
what he placed in there. But whatever he had in there was
to be delivered. I don't remember what he had in there. I
know that there were these Liberty bonds; other things I
don't remember.Q. You never saw miything else in there but Liberty bonds?
A. I don't say that.
Q. What's that?
A. I don't say that. I don't recall anything else.Q. Yes; and after his death the only thing that you found
in the box were these bonds and this 'memorandum that you
had written in your own handwriting? Isn't that true?
A. Well, we have a receipt at the bank for whatever I turned
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over. That will explain exactly what was in there, hut I thmk
there were only the bonds.
Q. And the memorandum that you had made in your own
handwriting for your own guidance?
A. Guidance.
page 126 [• Q. There was no memorandum in there in his
hand-svriting?
A. None.
Q. Now, when this key to this lock box rented by him was
left with you, you say it was left with you for the purpose
of clippina: off coupons as they came due and crediting his
account with the same. Did you ever clip any before he died
and credit his account "with the sum?
A. Yes, sir.
Q. When did you do that?
A. I don't know.
Q. You don't remember when you did that, do you?
A. I do not. His bank book will show.
Q. Are you sure that you clipped any coupons off after
this box was rented?
A. I dont' remember what I did after the box was rented.
If thev fell due, I suppose they did—
Q. But if none fell due between that time and the time of
his death of course you didn't cut them off?
A. If none fell due I didn't cut them off.
Q. Yes. That can be determined by his bank book; isn't
that true?
A. Yes, sir, the bank book shows his account.
Q. Do you remember how that memorandum read that you
put in there?
A. As far as I can recollect, "To be delivered
page 127 [• to my son", giving his name as a certain place in
North Carolina. I think his address—^whatever
it was; I don't recall just what it was.
Q. If you wrote it yourself why did you put it in the first
person?
A. So that if any one else—if I wasn't there some one
else could carry out his purpose.
Q. Why didn't it read to "deliver it to his son"?jL Did I say "to my son"?
Q. Yes.
A. I don't remember whether I said''my son " or " his son"
or not, but I will say "son".
Q. If you had made this memorandum for your own guid
ance and recollection you would have said "to be delivered
to his son", would you not, giving his address?
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A. Well, I don't remember how.
Q. You would not write it ^'deliver to my son" in your
handwriting, would you?
A. Not unless he signed his name to it.
Q. Yes. He didn't sign-any name to it?
A.' I don't recall that he did.
Q. Don't you know that he did not sign any name to it?
A. I don't know that. I—It was used only as a memoran
dum to distribute the funds after his death according to his
wish.
Q. It was a memorandum that you made for
page 128 [• your convenience and guidance?
A. At his request.
Q. To carry out his wishes in the matter?
A. That's right.
Q. You don't mean to say he requested you to make a
memorandum of it after telling you what was—
A. He told me what to do and he saw me make the memo
randum.
Q. But he didn't request you to make the memorandum?
A. He didn't say that right at the time, no.
Q. No. When did that occur?
A. I don't know. It is impossible for me to remember.
Q. Did he ever tell you when you had the bonds in the lock
box of the bank that he wanted those bonds to go to his son?
A. He did.
Q. Was that the time that he told you this?
A. I don't remember what time.
Q. Did he tell you that while you had the bonds in this
general lock box of the bank?
A. He told me that; I can't remember the dates, but for
years I had been attending to his affairs for him, clipping his
coupons off and putting them to his credit. He would leave
his book there, and finally he said, "If anything happens ^
me I want you to make a memorandum that these things
are to be turned over to my son'', giving me his
page 129 j- address. And I then wrote down the name of the
son and the address.
Q. Was that put in the general lock box?
A. It was originally.
Q. What's that? Originally in the general lock box?
A. It was wherever we had the funds.
Q. You had the funds originally?
A. Yes, in that lock box.
Q. In the general lock box?
A. We did
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Q. That the bank only had kej^s to?
A. Yes.
Q. And you say that this conversation occurred when those
bonds were placed in that box? Or during the time they were
in that box?
A. During the time that he turned them over to me; when
that was I can't tell you.
Q. "Was that at the time he bought the bonds?
A. I don't remember.
Q. How long was this—^how long had those bonds been
in the box?
A. I don't know.
Q. But all during the time they were in the box—
A. (Interposing) They had been in that box ever since he
rented it. Thev were put in the box.
Q. I mean in the general box of the bank.
page 130 [• A. I can't tell j^ou that; I don't know.
Q. Had they been in the general box of the bank
from the time that he purchased the bonds?
A. I dont' know.
Q. Had they been in there several years?
A. I don't remember how long it was between the time that
the bonds were purchased and the box—and we had boxes.
Q. I am now talking about the general box of the bank.
A. Yes, sir; he bought bonds.
Q. Not the box he rented.
A. When he bought bonds there he brought them to us to
keep for him.
Q. That was in the general box?
A. And from time to time we clipped coupons and put
them to his credit. "^When he rented that box he requested
me in the event of his death to deliver those bonds to his son
in North Carolina. As to those dates I cannot say; I don't
know.
Q. Is that (indicating) the memorandum?
A. Yes.
Note: The memorandum was marked ''Exhibit Ball
Memo." and filed in evidence.
Q. I wish now to show you an exhibit marked ''Ball Memo."
State whether this is the paper or memorandum that you
put in the box for your guidance, and Avhether it is in your
handwriting.
A. That is my handwriting.
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page 131 j- Q. This paper reads: ''Deliver to Ellis G.
Bond, my son, Weldon; N. C. Notify," does it
not?
A. Yes.
Q. Was there any memorandum in this box at the time of
the death of Mr. Bond as follows: "Deliver to my.son, Ellis
G. Bond, Weldon, notify"?
A. I suppose that memorandum was in there.
Q. I asked you was any such memorandum as that—
A. As what? As this (indicating)?
Q. No, no, here, this: ''Deliver to my son, Ellis G. Bond,
Weldon, notify." You see it is a little different from this
(indicating).
A. Well, that is what it was. I don't remember exactly
the wording of it, but that was what it was.Q. You don't have to remember it now when you have got
a memorandum before you, do you?
A. I say, that was in there then.
Q. Was any such paper in there using this language in the
deposition of young Mr. Bond: "Deliver to my son, Ellis G.
Bond, Weldon, notify"?
A. That is the same thing, isn't it?
Q. No; can't you see it is not the same thing?
A. It may mean the same thing.
Q. I asked you was there any such paper with such wording
as that?
page 132 j- A. I don't remember. I don't remember.
Q. Don't you know there were not two papers
in there?
A. I don't think there were two papers in there. I think
probably that was the naper that was in there.
Q. Don't you know where wasn't any paper as this: "De
liver to my son, Ellis G. Bond, Weldon, notify"?
A. You say, "Deliver to my son, Ellis G. Bond". It means
the same thing.
Q. I didn't ask you if it means the same thing. Were
there two papers in there then?
A. I don't think there were two papers.Q. Can you see that the languac-e I have been reading from
young Mr. Bond's deposition is different from the language
of the memorandum that is in your handwriting?
A, What is the difference?
Q. Can't you see that difference?
A. I say, it is the same wording; that is not exactly the
same on there, but it has the same meaning.
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Q. I didn't ask you that. The wording is different, isn't it?
A. It may be differently expressed.Q. Don't you know it is, after looking at both of them
and comparing them, don't you know it is different?
A. It means the same thing.
Q. I said, isn't the wording different?
A. The wording is a little different.
Q. "WTiy couldn't you answer that?
page 133 } A. I guess I didn't know what youwere driving
at. It is plain enough and anybody can see.
Q. Wasn't this paper taken by you out of the general box
where the bank kept the papers or securities of its patrons
and placed by you in the lock box that was rented by Mr.
Bond?
A. I don't think so.
Q. Did you make any memorandum when these bonds were
in the general box of the bank and when he told you to de
liver everything that belonged to him to his son in the event
of his death?
A. My recollection is that this was done when he bought
the box.
Q. Are you sure about that?
A. That is my recollection.
Q. I didn't ask you that. I asked you are you sure about
that?
A. I am sure about nothing.
Q. You haven't got a very good recollection as to past
events, have you?
A. No, I have not; every little piece of paper (laughs).
Q. Did you deliver to his son the bank book after his death?
A. I delivered the bonds and the bank book, I think.
Q. Where did you have the bank book?
A. I don't recall. It may have been with the
page 134 \ bookkeeper or it may have been in the box. I
don't remember.
Q. Don't you know there was nothing in the box that was
rented by him except the bonds and this memorandum that you
put in?
A. I don't remember.
Q. Haven't you already testified that that was aU that was
in the lock box rented by him?
A. That the bonds were all?
Q. And the memorandum.
A. I don't remember whether I did that or not, but what
ever was in that box I turned it over; and whether the book
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Tras-in there at the time I don't remember. The book was
in the bank, I thinlc.
Q. Did you turn it over to him yourself in person or did
•some one else d^ it?
A. I imagine Sie bookkeeper.
Q. You don't know then of your own knowledge where
lie got it from, do you?
A. No, I don't remember. I turned the bonds over to him
and got his receipt for them.
Q. If you have previously testified that you found nothing
else in the lock box rented by him besides the bonds and this
memorandum, that was a correct statement, wasn't it?
A. That is probably true.
Q. If young Mr. Bond has testified that there was nothing
else in this box rented by his father except the slip of paper
that we have been speaking of as a memorandum
page 135 }• and these bonds, you would not contradict that
statement, would you?
A. I would not.
Q. I am just going to ask you one more question. Have
you ever seen Mr. B. J. Bond go into this box rented by him
at anv time after it was rented by him ?
A. Never withont my presence.
Q. Have you ever seen him go into that box after it was
rented, either mthin your presence or without your presence?
A. Yes; we have been there together.
Q. For what purpose?
A. We have opened it; cutting coupons or looking at the
amount—
Q. Suppose there were no coupons due from the time he
rented it up to the time that he died? Then you were mis
taken about that, weren't you?
A. No. I am not. I have seen him go in there. "We have
gone in the box together.
Q. For what purpose, now?
A. I dont know, unless he came there to look at them.
Q. Just came to look at them to see that they were there;
see if you all were taking care of them?
A, Something of that sort; I can't tell you what his reason
was.
Q. Can you tell when* he did that?
A. I cannot.
page 136 } Q. Can you tell how often he came to see if
they were there?
A. I cannot
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Q. You would not say that any bond—or coupons were cut
off there after they were put in the box, will you?
A. After they were put in the boxf
Q. Yes.
A. I think tBere \fere.
Q. Will you say positively there were?
A. I would not without referring to the book. His pass
book will show you what wa& done mth those bonds.
And further this deponent saith not.
(Signature waived by consent of parties through counsel.)
page 137 [ MRS. A. J. DILLON,
a witness of la\\^ul age, being first duly sworn„
deposes and says as follows;
DIRECT EXAMINATION.
By Mr. Dickinson:
Q. Mrs. Dillon, what is your occupation T
A. Housekeeper.
Q. Housekeeper. Do you have boarders?
A. Yes, sir.
Q. Did Mr. Robert J. Bond ever board mth you?
A. Yes, sir.
Q. About how long?
A. As well as I can remember, about eighteen months.
Q. "Was he boarding with you at the time of his death?
A. Yes, sir.
Q. Did he ever ask you to keep any property for him?
A. Yes, he asked me to keep some notes for him.
Q. Will you tell about when that was, as well as you can
recall?
A. We.ll, there was two, I think, that he gave me, some time
in the winter. I think it was some time before Christmas.
Q. Of what year?
A. Well, now, let's see; as well as I can remember he came
there in August—1 can't remember just what year.
Q. Maybe this will refresh your recollection,
page 138 }• It has been testified that he was killed on or about
the fourth of Pebruarj^, 1924. The Christmas im
mediately preceding that, therefore, would be Christmas of
1923. Now, was that 1922 or 1923 that he first gave you these
notes ?
A. Let's see; he was killed what year?
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Q. 1924.
A. 1924. Well, then it was 1923 that I think he gave me the
last note, because that was in the spring, you see.
Q. Yes, and he gave you the first one the Christmas before
that?
A. I just can't get that straight exactly. Let's see; if he
came there in August, it was—it must have been the next year;
1922; 1922 I guess was right.
Q. And it was the following spring of 1923 that he gave
you a second note ?
A. Yes, sir.
Q. Did you continue to keep those notes until his death?
A. Yes, sir.
Q. "What did you do with them after his death?
A. Just as soon as I could get in touch with his son—^liis
son came there that afternoon; after he was killed there that
morning I sent for him to come Sown there to the room, and
I gave them to him; I turned them right over to his son.
Q. Did Mr. Bond have much company while he
page 139 \ was living with you?
A. No, sir, not much. His son and his wife
came there, I think, more than anybody .else to see him.
Q. Was he in his room a good deal or did he stay out most
of the time f
A. Well, he stayed in his room right much.
Q. When he turned those notes over to you what did he
ask you to do with them: just keep them for him?
A. Yes. The first he gave me, he says, ''Mrs. Dillon, will
you take these papers and put them away for me?" I says,
''I will, Mr. Bond, but if they are of any importance—1 have
no way of locking them up". He says, ''You go and put
them in a drawer or something". I says, "I am afraid some
thing will happen to them". He says,'"'That will be all right;
you just take care of them and I mil see about putting them
away later". And he toid me the same thing when he gave
me the last one. He said, "I am going to put them away
soon". And I just continued keeping them until he died—or
was killed,
Q. Are you able to fix this date by reason of any condition
of your health? Were you sick at any time while you had
these notes?
A. Well, I had the pneumonia during the time that I had
the notes.
Q. When was that; do you recall?
A. That was in February.
page 140 }• The February before Mr. Bond's death?
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A. Yes, sir,
Q. And at that time you had the first notes that he had
given you?
A. Yes, sir.
Q. Do you know what notes they were that you had—^who
signed the notes?
A. No, I couldn't tell you who made the notes.
Q. Do you know whether Mr. Black's name was on those
notes or had anything to do with it?
A. Let's see; I think there was a Mr. Black's name on the
notes. Yes, I am sure it was now—I remember.
Q. When Mr. Ellis Bond and his wife came up there did
they generally take meals at your house?
A. Yes, sir, very often they would take meals.
Q. Yes, ma'am.
A. Mr. Bond came up by himself several times and took
meals wiht me—took dinner with Mr. .Bond when he was
at home on Sunday, and then Mr. and Mrs. Bond took meals
there several times.
Q. Mrs. Dillon, did you ever hear of Mrs. Grace?
A. Not until after Mr. Bond's death.
Q. Yes. Then in what connection did you hear—or when
did you first hear of her?
A. I think she called up there to see if Mr. Bond was in
town—^young Mr. Bond. I think that is the first time I heard
her name called. She told me over the 'phone who
page 141 J- it was.
Q. She was trying to reach Mr. Ellis Bond
through your house?
A. Yes, sir.
Q. Did she come to your house on any occasion?
A. Not until the morning she came there—^the night, rather,
to see Mr. and Mrs. Bond.
Q. She did come there to your house to see Mr. and Mrs.
Bond?
A. Yes, after Mr. Bond's death.
CROSS EXAMINATION.
By Mr. Wendenburg:
Q. How long did Mr. Robert J. Bond board at your house ?
A. As well as I can remember it was about eighteen months.
• Q. The eighteen months previous to his death?
A. Yes, sir.
Q. During that period how often did Mr. Ellis Bond visit
his father?
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A. Well, I couldn't tell you just the number of times, but he
came there right often to see his father.
Q. How often did he visit his father in 1923?
A. "Well, now, I just couldn't tell you the times that he
came there then; I don't remember just how many, but I know
he came there during the eighteen months that he was there;
he came there several times.
Q. What would you call several times?
A. Well, five or six times; seven; something like
page 142 }• that.
Q. Will you say that he visited him in that
eighteen months as many as five times?
A. Well, it may have been more than that.
Q. It may have been less—^isn't that true?
A. I don't think it was any less than that, but I could not
be exact about it.
Q. Suppose he has fixed it at less than that; would you
say he was mistaken?
A. No, I would not say that he was mistaken, but I don't
think he woiild say it, because I am sure that he was there
that many times.
Q. Did he come each time with his wife or come alone?
A. N"o, I stated just now that he came once or twice with
out his wife.
Q. During these visits did he ever stop at your house with
his father^
A. He spent the day there. He was never there over
night.
Q. I mean, did he ever sleep there?
A. I don't remember his ever sleeping there, but I know
that he was there through the day.
Q. Don't you know that he never did sleep there?
A. I don't remember his staying over night there.Q. ^y^at is your best opinion or recollection about that?
Isn't it that he did not stop there at night?
A. Well, just as I said, I don't remember his staying
there at night.
Q. How many rooms did you have in your
page 143 J- house?
A. Twelve.Q. Did you not have room enough for him to stay there
if he desired to stay there?
A. No, sir, I was always filled up.
Q. ynien he came around could he not stop in his father's
room if he desired to do so?
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A. I suppose lie could, if he was crowded, but Mr. Bond
had a small room.
Q. Double bed?
A. No, sir, it wasn't a double bed.
Q. Only one bed in the room?
A. Yes, sir.
Q. What was it, a three-quarters bed?
A. Yes, sir, it was a three-quarters bed.
Q. What other papers did Mr. Bond place in your care
besides the note of five thousand dollars signed by Black
or Black & Company?
A. Not any.
Q. How many notes were there?
A. Three. He gave me two at one time and one at the
other.
Q. Was the last note the one that he gave you in 1923 or
did he give you two notes in 1923?
A. Just as I said just now, it must have been—it was 1922
that he gave me the two, I think, and 1923 that he gave me
the other, because I know it was in the spring when he gave
me the one.
page 144 )• Q. When he gave you the other one did he take
back the two notes?
A. No, sir.
Q. You had the three notes at the time of his death? Is
that correct?
A. Yes, sir, I did.
Q. Did they amount to five thousand dollars?
A. I could not tell you what they amounted to to save my
life, because I didn't count them—^I didn't think it concerned
me and I didn't figure them up. He asked me to take care
of them and I put them away just as he asked me to do, and
I didn't feel like it was my business to go any further than
that.
And further this deponent saith not.
(Signature waived by consent of parties through counsel.)




Q. When Mr. Bond had this ,conversation mth you, Mrs.
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Jeiikins, that you have related, about your daughter, do you
remember what year it was?
A. I never remembered a date or a year in my life. (Wit
ness laughs.) I couldn't tell you to save my soul right now
if you were to ask me what date I was born, because I can't
remember dates. I don't remember but one date in my life,
and that was the date that I was married. That is the only
date I ever remembered in my life. I know it was just the
year before my daughter was married. This was in the sum
mer and they were married in December. No, I have got that
wrong. You can tangle me up on dates because I don't know
dates.
Q. I don't want to- tangle you.
A. You can't mix me up on them because I can't tell you
piything about dates. Dates are something that never stick
in my brain one bit.
Q. How long was it before your daughter's marriage that
this conversation occurred?
A. Well, now, let me see; they Avere married in December
and this was the spring before.
Q. I don't believe I will ask you anything else,
page 146 [- Mrs. Jenkins. You seem to be worried about
getting mixed up about dates.
A. You can't get me mixed up about dates. About facts—
I stick to them, but dates I don't Imow a thing about.
And further this deponent saith not.
(Signature'waived by consent of parties through counsel.)
page 147 C. P. WORD,
a witness of la^vful age, being first duly sworn,
deposes and says as follows:
DIRECT EXAMINATION.
By Mr. Dickinson:




Q. Banking business. With what bank are you engaged!
A. Savings Bank of Richmond.
Q. How long have you been there?
A. Around twelve years.
Q. Twelve years. Did you know Mr. Robert J. Bond?
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A. I onlyknewof him as comingin the bank. I didn't know
him personally but just know that that was Mr. Bond.
Q. You knew him when you saw him?
A. Yes, sir.
Q. Did you ever know or see Mr. Ellis G-. Bond?
A. I saw him only once before his father's death.
Q. When was that?
A. That was around Christmas time; I can't recall the
year. I can't get the exact date, but probably it was around
Christmas because he came in there with his son and intro
duced me to his son.
Q. You mean Mr. Robert J. Bond came in and
page 148 J- introduced you to his son?
A. Yes, sir.
Q. Was that the Christmas Just before his death?
A. Yes, sir, if I remember correctly.
Q. Yes, sir. In what connection did you see or talk to him
at that time, or what called your attention to him?
A. Well, one of the clerks in the bank called my attention
to the two gentlemen going back in the rear of the bank, and
of course I went back right away to see w^ho they were; and
I went back and noticed it was Mr. Bond, and he said he was
just showing the son around in the bank, and so I came back,
and as he passed by the vault, he showed his son, and says,
"I have got a box in there. I have got enough up in there,
all right'', he says,'' and that man has the key''. I imagine he
was speaking of Mr. Ball. He asked for Mr. Ball at that
time. So of course he showed his son around the bank and
went on out.
Q. When did you see Mr. Ellis G. Bond again?
A. He came in just after his father's death, and I saw him
with Mr. Ball.
. Q. And you recognized him as the same man who had been
there with Mr. Robert J. Bond during the Christmas before?
A. Yes,, sir.
Q. Did you have anything to do with the open-
page 149 )• ing of the box in the bank after—
A. I was only one of the witnesses. I was with
Mr. Ball when he got the key.
Q. In whose possession was that key?
A. Mr. Ball had the key.
Q. Yes, sir.
A. He kept it in his collateral box.
Q. Among his own private papers?
A. Not his private papers; I would not say his private
papers; kept it among the bank's papers.
Mazie Y. 'Grace v. Va. Trust Co. etc. 151
Q. And Mr. Ball got tlie key and you all went in there and
you were one of the witnesses there ?
A. Yes, sir,
Q. Do you recall what was in the box?
A. I remember some Liberty bonds, and he took a memo
randum of what he had in there at that time. Of course I
don't recall what the denominations were or how much they
-were or anything.
Q. Was there anything in there but Liberty bonds that you
recall?
A. Only that and I think it was a slip of paper. Of course
I don't remember the wording on the paper.
Q. Would you recognize the paper, you think, if you saw it,
and if so, look at the paper I now hand you and see if you
can recognize that as the paper that was taken out of the box
at that time.
Q. When you rent a box, Mr. Word, does your customer,
the lessee of the box, sign a contract with you all?
A. Yes, sir. Of course in some oases—there are particular
cases, and of course I can't say all of them sign the contract.
Q. !But that is your custom?
A. That is our custom, yes, sir.
Q. I have sent down to the bank and asked them to send
me one of those blank contracts, which I will get you to iden
tify when it comes in.
A. Yes, sir, that is all right.
0. How many keys do you give to your customers?
A. We give them two keys, and we always ask them to keep
one in one place and one in another, so in case they lose one
they won't lose both; because that means that those boxes
have to be opened and broken into to get them open, be
cause we can't get into them and they can't get into them.
It takes our key and one of their two keys to open each box.
Q. Your key does not fit any particular box but fits the en
tire—
A. (Interposing) Fits all the boxes; at least our personal
key, the master key; we have to make a turn with our kej''
before they can make a turn at all.
page 151 }• Q. And then in addition to turning with that
you have to have one of the keys given to the
customer in order to open any particular box?
A. That's right.
Q. And with either one of the two keys that you deliver
to your customer, with the master key that is kept at the bank,
you can enter any given box?
A. Yes, sir.
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Q. In the case in question the key that Mr. Ball had to Mr^
Bond's box with the master key that the hank keeps itself
enables you to get into the box without difficulty!
A. Yes.
Q. Mr. Word, you all keep these contracts after they have-
been signed by your customers for boxes? You keep them
on file, do you not, or do you?
A. Yes, sir, we keep them on file.
Q. Yes. "Will you please look at the paper that I now hand
you and say whether or not this is one of your blank forms of
contract for the rental of a box in your vault ?
Mr. Wendenburc:: Counsel for the complainant objects
to this as immaferial and irrelevant and secondary evidence,
the best evidence beiiio; the contract, if there ever was such
a contract signed by Mr. Bond.
A. This appears to be the kind that we use.
Q. Do you know whether Mr. Bond signed one
page 152 [• of those contracts?
Mr. Wendenburg: Same objection.
A. I don't remember. I don't think he did, because he was
—I would say, like some people are, he was sort of peculiar
in his manner, the way he used to come into the bank, and
before he had a box I think we used to keep his collateral
or whatever he had with the rest of the collateral in the
bank—at least, in the bank's collateral, and the customers'
before we had so many boxes.
Q. Can you look at your files and see whether or not you
have one of those contracts signed by Mr. Bond ?
A. Yes, sir, I can look.Q.^ Yes, sir. Would the bank be willing to let us have the
original contract signed by Mr. Bond if there is one in its
possession?
A. I should think they would. Of course—
Q. I -will ask you to please produce the original contract if
the bank is willing for us to have it, to be used as evidence
in this case, and if not, will you please take the form that
you have just had and make an exact copy of that contract
and file it with your deposition?
A. Yes, sir.
Mr. Wendenburg: We object to the copy being filed unless
the original is produced.
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Mr. Dickinson: Can you go down and get the original with
out too much trouble, Mr. Word?
The "Witness: The contract that was used for
page 153 [• his box ?
Mr. Eggleston: If there was one signed.
Mr. Dickinson: I am sure there was. Mr. Ball showed me
one.
The Witness: You want me to go get it now?
Mr. Dickinson: If you will; if it is not too much trouble to
you.
The Witness: All right, sir.
Note: At this point the taking of depositions was sus
pended until the witness returned.
Q. Mr. Word, I will ask you if you have made an examina
tion since your last answer to ascertain whether you had one
of these contracts signed by Mr. Bond?
A. After looking I find that we have a card.
Q. Yes, sir.
Mr. Wendenburg: The original of which has been shown
to counsel on both sides and a copy of the same has been made
by the stenographer. Thereupon the foregoing exceptions are
now withdrawn, and the said copy is herewith filed as a part
of this deposition marked ''Exhibit C. P. W. No. 1", and b>
consent the original may be withdrawn and returned to the
bank.
page 154 [ CROSS EXAMINATION.
By Mr. Wendenburg:
Q. Did j^ou have anything to do with the transaction at tlie
time that the box was rented by Mr. Bond?
A, No, sir.
Q. Do you know anything of your own knowledge as to how
the key was left, one key was left at the bank by Mr. Bond and
another key was taken by him?
A. No, sir.
And further this deponent saith not.
(Signature waived by consent of parties through counsel.)
page 155 j- Mr. Wendenburg: The direct examinatio)i of
the complainant has been taken heretofore by an-
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other notary, and it is agreed by consent of all parties by
counsel that the cross-examination may be continued now be
fore the present notary. And, thereupon, the complainant
was again duly sworn by the present notary and was cross
examined as follows:
MES. MAISIE VERNA GRACE,




Qi. Mrs. G-race, when did Mr. Grace leave you?
A. On September 10th, 1920.
Q. After he left what did you then do?
A. I stayed at home, at my home in Cumberland County,
and then I got a divorce from him. Just a minute—I didn't
mean 1920. Did I say 1920? I meant 1919 where I said 1920.
Q. S'o in September of 1919 you went back to live at your
father's house in Cumberland!
A. Yes, sir.
Q. And you stayed there how long?
A. Well, I came to Richmond to work in the
page 156 [ spring of 1921. I stayed there until I came to
work.
Q, What did you do when j^ou first came to Richmond to
work ?
A. When I first came to Richmond to work T boarded with
my married sister, Mrs. Wingo.
Q» And in what work Avere you engaged when you came
back?
A. Well, I worked in the inspecting department at P. Ijoril-
lard Company. I just worked there a short while.
Q. Where was your sister living when you went to work for
P. Lorillard?
A. Well, she was living at 702 East Leigl; Street.
Q. Was she conducting a boarding house?
A. No, she was renting from Mrs. Moore at the time. She
had been living here—she had .iust been staying here tem
porarily.
Q. How long did you stay with your sister at Mrs. Moore's?
A. I could not tell you exactly; it was a month or more; I
don't know whether it was a month or six weeks, but it was
about a month, anyway. About a month, I think. I don't
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Temember exactly. I just stayed with her until I could get
me a boarding place.
Q. When you left there where did you go?
A. Well, when I left her, she moved from there over on
Church Hill, and so then I decided to stay with her, over at
23rd and Broad, T staj^ed with her during the summer
months, until the fall.
page 157 [- Q. And then where did you go?
A. Well, then I went to board with a lady by
the name of Mrs. Armstrong on North 26th Street. Mrs.
Herbert Armstrong.
Q. How long did you live with her!
A. I don't remember how long I stayed there, but I know
where I went when I left there. I went around to 31st and
Marshall, to Mrs. Wood's. 31st and Marshall.
Q. And how long did you stay down there at Mrs. Wood's?
A. I stayed there, I think, a little over a year.
Q. ''l^Tiere did you go when you left Mrs. AYood's?
A. I went to Mrs. Henry Smith's, the lady that I am now
boarding with.
Q. Tell us as nearly as you can how long 3'^ ou were with
Mrs. AVood and how long with Mrs. Armstrong.
A. Well, I went to Mrs. Armstrong's when I left my sis
ter's in the fall, and I stayed there until after Christmas, I
know. I don't know how long after Christmas, but I know
it was after Christmas, because I remember going up home
during the Christmas holidays from there. And I stayed
at Mrs. AYood's something like a year. It may have been a
little over a year, or not quite a year, but it is almost a year,
I know.
Q. Do you remember when you went to live with Mrs.
Smith?
A. I went to live with her in the fall; maybe in November.
It might have been the first of December, the
page 158 month. I don't know whether it was November
or the first of December.
Q. Ofwhatvear?
A. 1922,1tliink.
Q. As I understand, it was while you were at Mrs. Moore's
with your sister, Mrs. Wingo, that you first met Mr. Bond?
A. Yes. I met him there, in the spring of 1921.
Q. And I believe you stated it was some time during the
summer of 1921 that he first called on you?
A. Yes, it was—I met him while I was at Mrs. Moore's, but
he didn't call on me until after I moved over to my sister's.
156 . Supreme Court of Appeals of Virginia.
when she moved over on Church Hill. He first came to see
me over there.
Q, And he also called on you at Mrs. Armstrong's and at
Mrs. Wood's?
A. Yes.
Q. And also at Mrs. Smith's?
A. Yes.
Q. You were asked on direct examination when Mr. Bond
first indicated that he was—any affection for you, and you
answered that you could not say definitely. Can you tell
where you were living when he first expressed any alt'ection
for you?
A. Well, during the summer that he was coming to see me
over at my sister's he seemed to be very fond of me, and that
following Labor Day he took me up to my home,
page 159 [- Went up on the train, and my sister went with me,
and my girl friend. We stayed, I think, from
Saturday until Monday evening. My father brought us hack
in the car Labor Day. My uncle was up there at the time and
he came back, too, with us.
Q. Well, how^ long after that was it before there was any
definite expression—definite and positive expression of af
fection for you, or you for him?
A. Well, the way he treated me, he treated me like he
thought a lot of me. He would make dates with me, and (was)
just as good to me as he could in every way, and the way he
would talk and all, I knew that he cared for me all that sum
mer. Then the following Christmas he took me up home and
he stayed over Christmas Day, and he carried fruit and things
to the children, and he was just as nice as he could be.
Q. Had he made any definite declaration of affection for
you prior to that time?
A. Well, he told me that he thought a lot of me, and all like
that.
Q. And that is all?
A. Well, he gave me a wrist watch that fall, and then at
Christmas he gave me a neck piece.
Q. When were there definite love letters passed—^first notes
to be passed between you I
A. Wll, I can't remember exactly the date, but I used to
write him some little notes whenever I would go
page 160 j- to my sister's. I would write him word I was
going, and he would come down there and take me
home. I would go down there from work, you know, and I
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would write him word I was going down from work, and he
would come down and take me home.
Q. How long was that after your visit to your home at
Christmas of 1921?
A. How long was what?
Mr. Wendenburg: She said the visit was in 1921, did you
understand, or 1922?
Mr. Dickinson: I understood her to say—
A. (Interposing.) He went over to my home in 1921. He
went in 1922; he went every Christmas after I met him, and
he carried me every time I went and came after me when I
came back. And sometimes I would go on Sundays and spend
the day, and sometimes I would spend a week, and he would.
come for me. He would take me and then come for me. I
don't remember going but once after I met him by myself, and
I went alone then and my little child was real ill and my mother
wrote me word—at least she is not—^my stepmother told me
to come at once. And I went to him, told him I was going on
the bus that afternoon, while he was at work. And I went
down by myself then. And he came after me then.
Q. I was asking you particularly with reference to the time
when he first made any definite and positive declaration of
his affection for you, and then when love letters
page 161 [ began to pass between you; when they first com
menced, and you stated that he went with you at
home on Christmas, 1921, and carried the children some fruit.
And I asked if you could not recall the date—how long it was
after that? Two months, six months, a year, after that, that
he first—that love letters first began to pass between you?
A. Well, I thought he cared a whole lot for me during that
summer, and then after Christmas he asked me about—con
cerning my divorce, and I told him the grounds I had gotten
the divorce on, and then I had gotten a small decree from
Court, and how long it would be before I would get a large
decree—final decree. And—
Q, I am asking you when—
j\Ir. AVendenburg: Don't interrupt. Go ahead.
A. (Continued.) —and then I spoke to him about gettinf-;
divorces. I asked him did he believe in divorces, and he said
that he did, and I told him that I had often wondered whether
it was right for anybody to get a divorce; on all grounds, that
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I didn't think it was right to get a divorce on all grounds,
but just on certain gTounds; that I didn't see in the Bible
where it said get a divorce on all grounds like some people
did. And he thought that I was kind of worried about getting
my divorce, I think, and so he told me, he says, ''Maisie",
he says, ''if you don't feel satisfied about your
page .162 j- divorce why don't you go and consult some
preacher about it?" And so I did. I went to see a
preacher about it. And I told him that I didn't want to get
a divorce; that I didn't believe in them. And he said as soon
as I got my absolute divorce that—he told me that when I
got my absolute divorce that he wanted to marry me.
Q. When was that?
A. Wlien did I get it?
Q. No; when did he tell you that?
A. He told me—don't remember exactly the time that he
told me that, but I think I remember the place. It was out in
Jefferson Park.
Q. Mj'- question specificallj'^ was to try to ascertain from you
as nearly as I could, or as near as you could tell me, when it
was that love letters first began to pass between you two?
A, Well, I wrote him some little notes while I was board
ing at Mrs. Armstrong's.
Q. I am not talking about notes. I am asking j^ou spe
cifically about love letters.
A. I don't know whether you call them letters or notes. I
call them just little short notes. I reckon I used to write
affectionate notes. I don't know what you all would call
them, but I reckon I would call them affectionate notes. I
used to tell him I would be glad to see him, and one thing
and another like that.
Q. When was that?
page 163 [ A. That was while I was boarding at Mrs.
Armstrong's. I don't know exactly when, but
just while I was boarding there I wrote him a few. I used
to ask him if he missed me, one thing and another like that.
I don't know whether you would call that affectionate or not.
Q. You went to Mrs. Armstrong's immediately after yoii
left your sister's?
A. Yes, I went from my sister's. My other single sister
was boarding at my married sister's, too. And both of us left
at the same time; went together, both of us went to Mrs.
Armstrong's, and then when I left Mrs. Armstrong she went
next door to Mrs. Wood's. Mrs. Wood didn't have enough
room for both of us.
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Q. I am referring particularly, Mrs. Grace, to the time when
you all definitely made statements in your letters that you
loved one another, and referring to your wish to be married,
.and that sort of thing. When did that commence?
A. Well, I wrote some—when I went up to my home in
1923 I wrote him some and he wrote me some, too.
Q. But you didn't write him any of those sort of letters
Tintil after you had left Mrs. Armstrong's and Mrs. Wood's,
•did you?
A. Yes, sir; I wrote him some letters, but—
Q. I mean letters of the kind that I have indicated.
A. Well, I reckon I put some love in there.
Q. Did you a early as the time that you were
page 164 [ at Mrs. Armstrong's and Mrs. AVood's, write him
about the wish and expectation of being married?
A. Well, he had spoken to me about going to see this
preacher about getting my divorce. He seemed to be wor
rying about my being worried about my divorce. I told him
I didn't know whether it was right for anybody to get mar
ried again after getting a divorce; I had heard someone talk
ing about once, and he said he thought it was silly to talk
like that, that if anybody got married by law they had a right
to get a divorce by law. That it was the same thing. We
spoke about getting married in that way.
Q. Did yon as early as the time when you were at Mrs.
Armstrong's write him letters, or he you, expressing your
love and devotion to him and your wish to be married, and ex
pectation of being married?
A. Well, it was at Mrs. Armstrong's that he told me about
—we were talking about getting divorces and all, and he said
then that when I got my final decree—
Q. In talking about—
Mr. Wendenburg: Don't interrupt her.
A. (Continued.) —that he wanted me to marry him.
Q. What did you tell him?
A. What did I tell him?
Q. Yes, ma'am.
A. I told him that I thouglit—^^vhy, I didn't
X^age 165 }- know; I didn't tell him anything definitely.
Q. Did you write him that ?
A. No, I didn't tell him anything definitely.
Q. Did you write him that?
A. I don't know what I wrote him. I wrote him so many
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little notes, I don't know what I wrote him. I wrote hint
every time I would go down to my sister's. I had one sister
living on the Petersburg turnpike and one sister living on the
Seven Pines car line, and had two boarding in Richmond,,
and every time I would go I would have to wite him word,
and I would write to him some times when I didn't go to my
sister's. He said he would like to get a little note from me
and I would write to him.
Q. You have stated on a previous examination that you all
became engaged in May, 1923.
A. Yes, we were definitely engaged in 1923.
Q. Did you, prior to that time—
A. (Interposing.) May, 1923.
Q. Now,my question is, did you write him prior to that time
declaring your love and devotion for him and the expectation
of marrying him?
A. Well, he was in sympathy with me on account of the way
I was treated by my former husband, and he said that he
didn't have a bit of use for him in the world, and that he
didn't like to hear his name chilled, even. And
page 16*6 [• he said that some of these days, he said, he hoped
that I would get a true husband, a man that would
take care of me, that he thought I was a good woman and
that I was economical and that I would make a good house
keeper, and all like that. He talked like that any time.
(Note: The last question was read by the reporter.)
A. Did I write him ? I suppose I wrote him something con
cerning, because we had been talking about it; but what I
wrote I don't know; I don't remember.
Q. Mrs. Grace, will you look.at the paper that I now hand
you and say whether or not that is your handwriting, and if
so, please identify it and mark it?
A. Yes, this is my handwriting. Yes, I wrote that.
Note: The paper was marked "Exhibit Grace 1" and filed
in evidence.
Q. Mrs. Grace, when did you first see Mr. Ellis G. Bond ?
A. The first time I saw him was after his father's death,
the night that Mr. Tiller and my father and my brother and I
went to Mrs. Dillon's, 521 North 7th Street. I think it was
about a week after his death. I think it was about a week
• to the day.
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Q. Had Mr. Bond ever said anything to you—Mr. E. J.
Bond ever said anything to you about an insurance policy?
A. Yes, he told me just about a Aveek—the week before he
got killed on Monday, he told me; I don't remem-
page 167 [ ber what night it was, but it was the week; we
were sitting out' in Capitol Square. He said that
he had taken out a policy for my benefit. And I don't think
that it had been more than two weeks since he had taken it
out, and I don't know whether he had gotten the policy or
anything, but he said he had taken it out for my benefit.
Q. You have never been able to find out anything' more
about that policy?
A. No, I have never been able to find out anything about it.
Mrs. Wood, the lady that I used to board with—her son was
in the insurance building? one day and said that he saw R. J.
come in there and take out a policy, but that is all I know
about it. She told me that since his death, and that is all I
know about it. She asked me if I knew anything about it and
I told her ''No".
Q. Mr. Wood worked for the insurance company?
A. No. Mr. Wood is a private detective at the Richmond
Hotel—no, at Murphy's Hotel.
Q. Bid he tell you what insurance office he went to? Did
Mr. Bond tell you what insurance company !
A. He took it out and showed me; he took it out; showed
me the policy, that night, or the papers, and it was dark out
there, and 1 didn't look at them closely, and I don't remem
ber what it was. I saw it, too. I think it starts with a "P",
but I don't remember what it was. I just glanced over it,
He showed it to me, and I just glanced over it,
page 168 ^ and we went on to the show that night, and I
didn't look at it; of course it w.as dark out there
in the park.
Q. You have related what passed between you and Mr.
Bond in the last week in November when you say he gave you
some property. Will you tell us now exactly what he said to
you at that time?
A. Yes, it was the last week in November, and I think it
was the first part of the week. I don't remember what night
exactly, but I know he used to come over on Tuesdays and
Thursdays and Sundays, and Saturday nights, too, right
often. And so I think it was the first part of the week. He
told me that night; we were sitting in the dining room, and he
said, "May, I pay rent on the box in the bank in advance,
and here is a receipt", and he handed me the receipt, across
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the table. And after I took the receipts he says, "May", he
said, ''the liberty bonds in that box are yours, and here is
the key". And I was so happy, and all; I thanked him. I
appreciated it so much that I went over and kissed him on
the side of his face, took the key, and looked at him. I told
him I didn't know anything about the boxes and things in
the bank, the boxes and vaults in the bank, and I didn't un
derstand anything about them, and that I didn't have any use
for the bonds at that present time, and that if I should need
them that I would ask his advice concerning them; that I
would just leave them remain in the box.
page 169 [ Q. Was that all that passed between you all at
that timef
A. Well, he told me something like—^lie wanted to impress
on me that they were mine, because he had told me before
that, during the summer, that he was going to give me the
bonds, and so then when he told me that night, he says,
''May", he says, "You know the bonds are j^ours", and he
said, "you can go right down there tonight and get them;
they are yours". That is all he said about it that night.
Q. He didn't mention any other property or anything else
that he was intending to give 3*ou at that time?
A. No, I don't know anything about ever giving me any
thing else like that. He just told me one time—he showed
me Mr. Black's note, that he had gotten from Mr. Black; he
showed me the note and told me about that, but he didn't say
anything about the note belonging to me, anything like that.
He just said the bonds, the Liberty bonds.
Q. He didn't tell you how many they were?
A. AVell, he had told me during the summer that he had
bought twenty thousand dollars' worth of Liberty bonds, but
at the time he gave me the key and receipt I didn't know any
thing about how many it was. He had told me one time—I
don't remember what time it was, but it was during that
same summer, that some of the bonds had matured, I think
he said some had matured. It seems like to me he said sev
eral hundred had matured. I don't know how
page 170 }• many he said now, but he said some had matui'ed.
Q. Well, if he limited his gift to you to Liberty
bonds, why did you sue his estate for notes and securities and
other valuables other than Libert}* bonds?
A. AVell, he had often told me that he wanted me to have
everything he had, but I didn't think that he really meant it
in that way like he did the Liberty bonds, because I thought
he meant that when he married me; that is the way.I felt
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about it. He was always saying to me, he says, ''Everything
I have got is yours". He said that a long time, and I just
thought that he meant that when I married him. But I know
that he had given me the Liberty bonds, and I knew that they
were mine. He used to say that a long time.
Q. And that is the reason you brought this suit? This is
the second suit you brought, isn't it?
A. I didn't know whether it was any will left or anything
like that. I didn't know what he left to me, but I knew he
had given me the bonds, but I didn't know what he had left
to me. That is the reason I brought that. I didn't know what
he had left. I had to sue Mr. Ellis Bond and I did. I didn't
know whether he had left anything in writing—in the will or
not.
Q. This present suit is the second suit you have brousht,
isn't it?
Mr. Tiller; She doesn't know. I did that.
page 171 i}- Q. Didn't you bring an action of detinue
against the Savings Bank of Richmond and Mr.
Ellis G. Bond before you brought this suit?
A. I don't know. I guess I did.
Q. And in that suit you claimed twenty thousand dollars
in Liberty bonds and other valuables and securitiesr did vou
not ?
A. Well, he didn't tell me exactly how many bonds he was
giving me, that night that he gave me the key and receipt he
didn't tell me exactly how many was in the box. Of course
I was under the impression that it was about twenty thou
sand, or around twenty thousand, or twenty-two thousand,
something like that, because he had spoken about it before,
how man}* it was. But he didn't say how many was in the
box when he gave it to me. He didn't say how many was in
there. He just said, ''My liberty bonds".' That is all he told
me.
Q. Well, you brought this suit after you had seen and talked
to Mr. Ellis Bond up at Mrs. Dillon's, didn't you?
A. Well, I felt like it might have been some papers or
something left, and I didn't know what E. J. left for me,
because he had always said so many times that everything he
had was for me, and I didn't know what he had left for me.
llr. Dickinson (to the reporter): Read the question.
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(Note: The question was read.)
page 172 A. Oh, yes,
Q. Then you knew that as far as could be found
Mr. Bond left no will, didn't you?
A.'Well, I didn't know it then. I didn't have much talk
with Mr. Ellis Bond that night. I don't think I said hardly
anything to him. Everybody else was talking, more than I
was.
Q. He said in your presence—
A. I don't think I asked him over three or four questions.
He asked me some questions. He asked me more than I asked
him.
Q. But it was asked there in your presence, if Mr. Bond
had left a will? You heard that, didn't you I
A. AVell, I am not positive about it. If they did I don't
know who asked him. I don't remember hearing anybody ask
him. I remember heaiins somebody ask Mr. Bond what else
was in the box, but he didn't answer. Mrs. Bond answered
and said that it was $14,200 worth of Liberty bonds and a
little scrap of paper. She answered that. I didn't hear Mr.
Ellis Bond say anything. T don't think I asked anything
much concerning it, only—I did ask something about the in
surance paper. I thought probably R. J. had left an insur
ance pap^r there. I thought they would find it there some
place. I asked for my letters and my pictures.
Q. You had been trying for several days before that to get
in touch with Mr. Ellis Bond, hadn't you!
A. Yes, I had, and told Mrs. Dillon to call me
page 173 [ np whenever she heard from them and they came
to town to see her; and I don't think that—she
must have forgotten it, or something; she didn't call me. She
said—went to see her. R. J. got killed on Monday morn
ing at ten o 'clock and I went up to see her on Tuesday morn
ing, and she said that Mr. Ellis Bond would be back the lat
ter part of the week, probably Sunday. And I told her when
he came to please notify me, that I wanted to have a talk with
him. So in the meantime, while he was away, I thought it
would be a good chance for me to go a"svay, too. I didn't
want to stay around the boarding house. I stayed away from
work four or five weeks; I couldn't say how many, but it was
over a month. I went to my home and stayed a few days and
came back. And when I came back my brother called and said
that Mr. Ellis Bond was over at his mother-in-law's, I think,
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and said that he wanted to see me. And I think I saw him that
Monday night.
Q. That was a week to the day—
A. That is the first time I had ever seen him.
Q. And that was a week to the day after Mr. Bond's death?
A. That was a week to the day after Mr. Bond's death.
Q. What was your purpose in trying to get hold of and see
Mr. Ellis Bond?
A. Well, I felt like that I just wanted to have a talk with
him. - I had never met him, and I heard R. J. speak of him,
and just felt like I wanted to have a talk with him
page 174 }• over ditferent things.
Q. Well, after you saw him, if you didn't asV
him over three or four questions, you didn't accomplish the
purpose for which you wanted to see him ?
A. I asked what I wanted to ask him. I don't think I
asked him over three or four questions, I don't reckon, be
cause before I finished talking my father came on in and my
brother and Mr. Tiller came on in, and they got to talking,
and I didn't have hardly anything to say.
Q. Did you know at this interview that you had with Mr.
Ellis Bond that he had found no insurance policy?
A. Well, he told me that he hadn't seen any.
Q.. Yes. To come back to my original question. It was this:
If Mr. Bond had limited himself in his talk with you in No
vember to a gift of Liberty bonds, why did you bring two
suits in which you claim things other than-Liberty bonds?
A. Because, just like I told you before, he had told me so
many times, he says, ''May, everything I have got is for you".
He told me that so many times. He said, ''I work for you
every day". And he said if he lost everything
page 175 j- he had he would take a pickaxe—that is the very
words he said—^lie would—^walking across Jeffer
son Park one night, he says, ''May, I will take a pickaxe and
go to work and get some more". That is what he told me. I
knew he had given me the Liberty bonds but I didn't know
whether he had left anything else or not.
Q. And so your idea was, then, to recover everything he
left? Was that your—
A. I didn't want anything but just what he had left me.
Q. But he hadn't given you anything but Liberty bonds, as
I understood you to say.
A. That is all he gave me.
Q. Well, then, why did you sue for something else?
A. Well, I didn't know that I sued for anything else.
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Q. Mr. Tiller, then, was bringing an unauthorized suit if
he sued for things other than the Liberty bonds?
A. Well, I didn't know what else E. J. left. But Mr. Tiller
said he didn't have any will—mean, Mr. Bond said he didn't
have any will, but I didn't know whether he had spoken the
truth or anything; whether he had, or whether it had got
misplaced or something like that. I just didn't know
whether—
Q. (Interposing.) I understood you to say just now you
didn't believe anything was said about the will that night.
A. Mr. Ellis Bond said he didn't have any in-
page 176 J- surance papers or anything else; several others
were asking questions about finding something,
the papers and all, and he said he didn't.
Q. Aren't you mistaken in thinking that Mr. Bond didn't
tell you that night that he had been unable to find any will?
A. He didn't tell me that. He may have told somebody else
that; he didn't tell me that because I didn't ask him. I didn't
ask Mr. Bond if he found a will. I didn't ask him. I asked
him about the insurance paper, because R. J. had shown me
the insurance paper, and I asked him about that.
Q. You say you knew that—or had been informed that Mr.
Bond left no will?
A. I didn't know whether he had left one or not. I didn't
know whether he left one; and when I left the house that
night I didn't know any more than I did at first. Mr. Ellis
Bond told me there was no insurance paper, and I didn't know
whether it was around the house, misplaced, maybe Mrs.
Billon had one, or somebody around there; it might have ])een
in his books or it might have been in the drawer or it might
have been somewhere around there.
Q. What did you go over there to see Mr. Ellis Bond for?
What did you want to find out?
A. I went there to ask about the insurance paper. I thought
that he would have his father's papers; he went to his room
and all, and he was there several times before I
page 177 }- ever went there; and I thought perhaps he had
seen the papers and all or had gotten them from
off of his father's person^—^his clothes.
Q. That was all that you went to ask him about--was the
insurance papers?
A. And the bonds. I went there to see why the bonds were
not in the box. I had been down to the box that morning, or
at least that afternoon, with Mr. Tiller, and the bonds were
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not in the-box. And I went to ask him more about the bonds
than anything «lse. The box was empty when I went.
Q. Didn't Mr. Ball tell you that he had delivered the bonds
io Mr. Bond?
A. Yes, he told me.
Q. Yes. So what did you want to ask him about the bonds?
You knew he had them?
A. I wanted to ask why he had been down there and hear
what he had to say concerning them.
Q. Didn't Mr. Ball tell you that he delivered those bonds
to Mr. Ellis Bond in accordance with Mr. B. J. Bond's direc
tions?
A. No. He didn't tell me that. I don't know what he told
Mr. Tiller. I wa& standing up there. He was talking to Mr.
Tiller. I don't know exactly what they said, what words he
said. But I know I went to the box, Mr. Tiller and Mr. Ball
went with me, and the box was empty. And when
page 178 [ we went on out Mr. Tiller was talking to Mr. Ball,
and I don't know what he said.
Q. Wlien you first went there to go into the box what did
Mr. Ball say about it then?
A. We told him we wanted to go in; told him why I came;
I had the key and I wanted to go in, and he just went on with
us and let us go in the box. He didn't say anything. He
didn't say they were gone. He just let us look in the box
by ourselves. He didn't say they were gone.
Q. And when you opened the box you found that they were
gone?
A. Yes, I found that they were gone.
Q. And didn't Mr. Ball at that time tell you what he had
done with them and why?
A. Well, he didn't tell me. He said that Mr. Ellis Bond
had been in there, and he went on talking to Mr. Tiller, to
tell Mr. Tiller. I was standing up there; he didn't look like—
I was standing up there and he wasn't talking to me.
Q. Didn't you hear what he said?
A. No, I didn't hear all that was said.
Q. And you didn't hear him tell Mr. Dillard anything
about—
A. (Interposing.) I he.ard him say this much: I heard
him say Mr. Ellis IBond had been in there. I heard him say
that.
Q. Didn't he tell you that he had given Mr, Ellis Bond the
contents of that box?
A. He didn't tell me.
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page 179 [• Q. And you didn't hear him say that?
A. I didn't hear him say it. He was talldng t®
Mr. Tiller, I wasn't standing—
Q. (Interposing.) Now, then, if you didn't hear him say.
that, why did you go and ask Mr. Ellis Bond about those
bonds?
A. Because he said Mr. Ellis Bond had been in there, and.
Mr. Tiller came on out with me, and I told him that I thought
I would like to go and see Mr. Ellis Bond if I could get in.
touch with him, and I went to my uncle's, and my brother
called up that night and told me Mr. Ellis Bond had called
me up and wanted to get in touch w^ith me, and so I went
over there that night. My father and I met my brother down,
town and went over there. Of course I w^anted to get in.
touch with Mr. Ellis Bond the time I heard of R. J.'s death.
That is the time I went to get in touch with Mr. Ellis Bond
and he had gone back to North Carolina, and I went home,
and this was the next Monday, and we went down to the.
bank, and Mr. Ellis Bond wanted to get in touch with me and
my brother called up over at my uncle's and told me that Mr.
Ellis Bond wanted to get in touch with me, and he wanted tot
go out that night and see him; so I met my brother down
town, and my father and I, and we went on around there.
Q. And you went up there to see Mr. Ellis Bond that night.
with your father and brother and Mr. Tiller, and
page 180 [• you didn't know that those bonds had been de
livered to Mr. Ellis Bond by Mr. Ball?
A. Well, I thought they were; I knew that Mr. Ellis Bond
had been in the bank, and that is what I thought. I didn't
know of anybody else that he would deliver them to. I
thought he had taken them out of the box. The box was empty
and he had been in there. Mr. Ball said he had been in there.
1 couldn't say that Mr. Ellis Bond had been in there. After
I heard him say Mr. Ellis Bond had been in there I didn't
have any more to say. Mr. Tiller went on talking to him; I
don't know what they said.
Q. Mr. Tiller didn't tell you what information he had found
out from Mr. Ball?
A. No; I told Mr. Tilelr that I would like to see Mr. Ellis
Bond. And I told Mr. Tiller, and we went on out of the
. bank and went up the street.
Q. And Mr. Tiller didn't tell you at all what information he
had gotten from Mr. Ball?
A. If he told me I don't remember. I reckon he thought
I knew it. I reckon he thought I was listening to everything
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that was said. I reckon he thought I had heard it. I knew
that the bonds were gone. I knew that much.
Q. If you couldn't have heard it, wouldn't it have been the
most natural thing in the world for you to ask Mr. Tiller?
A. I reckon it may have been, but I just thought in my
heart that Mr. Ellis Bond had them, and the box
page 181 [- was empty, and he was R. J. 's son, and I just felt
that he had them, and I wanted to talk with him,
anyway, if there hadn't been anything about Liberty bonds
or anything else I would have wanted to talk to him. He was
R. J. 's son and I wanted to meet him. I wanted to meet him
a long time, but—
Q. What did you want to ask him about the bonds? Just
want to ask him if he had—
A. (Interposing.) I wanted to ask him why he took them,
and one thing and another, and tell him I wanted to put in
my claim for them.
Q. You saw him, didn't you?
A. Yes, I saw him.
Q. Did you put in any claim for them!
A. Well, I told him that I had the key to the box and that
he had given me the bonds.
Q, Did you tell him that they were yours and you expected
him to turn them over to you?
A. I told him that R. J. had given me the bonds; I had the
key to the box, and I went down there and the box was empty.
And about that time my father and all of them came in and
I don't know what else was said. I didn't say that at the
time I got in. The first thing I did was ask how they were
feeling, and sat down and started to talk a good bit about
R. J.; how much I thought of him, and I told him about my
letters and pictures, and I told him I wanted my
page 182 }- letters and pictures, and Mrs. Bond -went and got
them for me, and then Mr. Ellis Bond asked what
did I know about his father's affairs. He asked me what did
I know about his father's affairs; what did I know about him
and Black & Company, but I.never did tell him what I knew
about it, because in a few minutes my father and all came on
in and I didn't have anything else to say. Mrs. Bond and I
sat there and I didn't have anything else to saj''. I asked
about the insurance papers. I didn't ask hardly any ques
tions. Everybody else was doing more talking than I was.
Q. Didn't you ask them—your father and your brother,
when they came, what they had found out?
A. No, I didn't ask what they had found out.
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Q. And they didn't tell you what they had found out?
A. I had told my father about his coming, and I told him
that I wanted some lawyer, but he didn't know any lawyers
in Richmond much, and he told me to—that he would come
up with me. I went up home during the time, and Mr. Ellis
went back to North Carolina after his father's death, during
that week I went up home and stayed a day or two. My
father brought me back.
Q. Why did you want to see a lawyer and talk to j'^our
father about getting a lawyer before you knew that the bonds
were gone out of the bank?
A. Because I didn't know a thing in the world
page 183 about law; I didn't know anything about the mas
ter key, about the key to the box in the vault of
the bank, or anything, and I thought I wanted a lawyer or
my father or somebody to be with me, there with me, and I
didn't know anything about those things, and that is the rea
son I wanted a lawyer. I never would have gotten Mr. Tiller,
but my father wanted me to get a lawyer that he knew, and
we called him up, and the lawyer was out of town. And so I
didn't know anyone else, and someone recommended Mr.
Tiller to me. So I called him up and asked him could I see
him. I wanted someone to go down with me to the bank. I
didn't want to go alone.
Q. But that was the time you were up in Cumberland?
You were up in Cumberland then you just said.
A. I went up in Cumberland after R. J. 's death and stayed
a day or two.
Q. But I say, you stated a while ago that you talked to
your father about getting a lawyer and told him that you
wanted to get a lawyer.
A. I did. I went to the country and there talked to my
father about it; carried the key up there and showed it to
him, and I told him R. J. had given me those bonds, and I
didn't know what to do about it. I told him I didn't want to
go in the bank by myself or attend to anything like that by
myself, and so he brought me back to Richmond.
Q. When did you go up to Cumberland after
page 184 j- Mr. Bond died?
A. I went up there the latter part of the week.
I don't know what day it was. It may have been Friday or
something like that. It was the latter part of the week. I
didn't stay but a day or two.
Q. And came back Sunday afternoon or Monday morning?
A. I came back early Monday morning, real early.
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Q. And then it was that you went to see Mr. Tiller, was it?
A. Yes; I didn't go to see Mr. Tiller until after I came
back. When I got to Richmond I tried to call Mr. Haskins
Hobson and he was out of town, so I didn't know any lawyers
in Richmond, and so someone recommended me to Mr. Tiller.
I had never seen him before.
Q. How long did you stay in Richmond then?
A. How long did I stay in Richmond?
Q. Yes, ma'am.
A. Well, I went down on the Petetsburg turnpike and
stayed; I stayed over at my uncle's—
Q. I asked how long you stayed in Richmond, before you
went down on the Petersburg turnpike or went away again?
A. I went over to my uncle's and stayed a day or two, and
I went down on the Petersburg turnpike and stayed a day or
two; I don't remember what day; and I went down on the
Seven Pines car line and stayed several days. I just went
back and forth. I went first to the Seven Pines car line and
then the Petersburg turnpike; had one married sister at each
place, and stayed away from Avork about five
page 185 weeks after that. I didn't go to work any more
after that foii about five weeks or more.Q. You came from Cumberland on Monday, and how long
did you stay here before you went to the Seven Pines car
line to visit your sister's?
, A. That Monday I went over to my uncle's that night and
stayed all night, and I stayed, I think, a day or two; I don't
know how many days. I can't say but I think I went from
there down on the pike, stayed a day or two, and then the
Seven Pines car line, and then stayed over "with my cousin's
about a week. I don't know exactty. I wouldn't like to say.
I changed around so much I just can't remember the day^
and weeks and how long I stayed in each place. But I didn't
stay at any place very long. And then later on I went down
to my sister's and boarded down there the re§t of the summer
on the Petersburg turnpike, 1924; after that—
Q. (Interposing.) When did you go down there?
A. I went down there in—I don't know whether it was—
sometime in March, I think; anyway it was in the spring after
R. J.'s death. I went down and stayed the rest of the sum
mer until I came back to Mrs. Smith's and boarded with her,
where I am boarding now.
Q. And while you were staying at your uncle's and down
on the Seven Pines car line and at your cousin's you were
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here in town pretty much every day? Is that the
page 186 [• situation?
A. Yes; I was in town, but during the week I
would go down to the Seven Pines car line and spend the
night with my sister and come back the next day.
Q. I see.
A. Something like that, you know.
Q. And you went away—
A. First one place and then another. I didn't stay at any
place any certain time until I went down to my sisters to»
board for the rest of the summer on the pike, and I went to
work then.
Q. And that was some time in March?
A. I think it was some time in March. I am not positive.
But I went to work at Jenkins' Book Bindery then when I
did go to work.
Q. Did I understand you to say, Mrs. Grace, that some
time during the summer of 1923 Mr. Bond told you that he
had twenty thousand dollars' worth of Liberty bonds in the
box?
A. He said he had bought them.
Q. He had bought them?
A. And he said he was going to give me his liberty bonds.
He didn't say he was going to give me twenty thousand dol
lars' worth; he just said he was—that he had bought that
many, and he felt he should tell me where he had put them, and
all lie that. The date I don't remember, but he says, "May,
I am going to give you those bonds". He didn't
page 187 [- say how many or anything about that.
Q. And some time after that he told you that
some of the bonds had matured or something of that sort?
Did I understand you to say that?
A. He said something about the bonds maturing, but I don't
know what he said exactly. I would not like to say because
I don't remember exactly. I don't know what he said.
Q. But that was after the first time he had talked to you
about having twenty thousand dollars' worth?
A. I am not sure. I think it was. I am not sure. I know
he talked to me about them during that summer, but I don't
know exactly what he said about them. He told me where he
had put them and went on and told me about them, but I don't
remember where he said. I remember where it was, and all
like that, though. I remember it was down by the fountain
in Capitol Square. "We used to go dowTi there real often.
Q. Were you living over on Church Hill?
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A. Yes, sir; I guess I was living there at that time.
Q. You didn't live anj^here else, did you?
A. Lived at my sister's, 701 East Leigh, and then I had
lived over on Church Hill, and I boarded at my sister's on the
pike. I lived there after his death, though.
Q. So that all the time you knew Mr. Bond except for a
month or two you were at Mrs. Moore's with your
page 188 [• sister, you lived over on Churcli Hill, didn't you?
A. Yes, I was over on Church Hill.
Q. You say you all came down to Capitol Square real
often ?
A. Yes, sir.
Q. He would come over on Church Hill and you all came
down to Capitol Square?
A. Yes, we used to sometimes. We would be going to a
show and he would stop by the Capitol Square and sit there
and talk a while before he would go to the show, real often.
Q. You all didn't come over from Church Hill, then, to sit
in this square, did you?
A. Well, sometimes we would. He liked the Capitol Square
so well; he used to say he liked to sit out there; he would
sit out there Sunday all the time.
Q. You have nice parks over on Church Hill, haven't you?
A. Yes. Chimborazo Park is a beautiful place. Went out
there sometimes. But nearly every time we would go to a
show we nearly always would go to Capitol Square and sit
and talk a while before we would go to the show, and some
times on Sunday'afternoon we would go in Capitol Square
and talk.
Q. Did I understand you to say that it was in the Capitol
Square that you had this conversation with him in the latter
part of November about giving you these bonds?
A. No, sir; it was over at Mrs. Smith's, in my boarding
place, sitting in the dining room by the table when
page 189 [• he said that. But the time he spoke to me about
the bonds before that, during*the summer, was in
the Capitol Square down by the fountain. And he also told
me once in the Capitol Square—^it was a Wednesday night—
the Wednesday night before he died, on February 4th. It
was Wednesday night, and we were getting ready to go to the
Bluebird that night to see "On the Banks of the Wabash";
and he told me, he says, "May", he says, "wouldn't you
like to go with me down to the bank and let me show you how
to turn the key with the master key ?'' And he also mentioned
Mr. Ball. He says, "A very dear old friend of mine", he
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says, ''an old gentleman; and I would like for you to meet
him". I asked him was it necessary for me to go. He says
no, it wasn't really necessary. And I told him if he would feel
better about it, I told him I would get off from work. He
says, well, if I got off from work that would suit him all
right. He told me that on Wednesday night before he got
killed on Monday morning. We were sitting in the Capitol
Square near the City Hall waiting to go to the Bluebird
Theater.
Q. Was the bank open that time of night?
A. Sir?
Q. Did you understand that you would find the bank open
and Mr. Ball down at the bank at that time of day?
A. He didn't say that night. He asked me didn't I want to
go down there some time, and I told him I would
page 190 [ have to get off from work, I reckon, and he said
any time that suited me would suit him. I told
him I would have to get off from work and he said any time
that would suit me would suit him. He didn't mean that
night because we were getting ready to go to the Bluebird.
Q. Didn't you testffy in your examination in chief that he
told you you could go doAvn there and get the bonds that
night ?
A. He did that when he gave me the bonds. He did that
to impress on me that the bonds were mine, because he told
me that night after giving them to me; he did that to impress
on me; he wanted me to know that the bonds were mine. He
says, '' May, you can go down there, right down there tonight
and get them there yourself". The bonds iii that box were
mine, and he wanted to impress on me that they were mine.
Q. Did he mean to say that you could go down there and get
them that night.
A. I don't know whether he meant I could go down and get
them that night. I think he said ''that night", but I think he
meant—said it to impress on me that—to let me know that
they were mine.
Q. I am just asking what he said, and he said to you that
you could go doAra there and get them "tonight"?
A. I don't know whether he said "tonight'* or
page 191 [• "right now". I may have misunderstood him. He
may have said "Now" instead of "tonight". I
don't know; but it was that night that he said it, and we
were sitting in the dining room at the table—by the table.
Q. You have stated in your bill that you all would have been
married before Mr. Bond's death but for the fact that he
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liad had some financial difficulties or was in—^had some finan-
(cial trouble in "Washington. You gave Mr. Tiller that infor
mation, didn't you?
A. Yes, he told me about that, about having the—some
trouble in Washington.
Q. Your bill states that j^ou and Mr. Bond would have been
married but for the fact that Mr. Bond's affairs were not in
a safe and sound business condition, owing to the fact that
there was a possibility of him having to stand for a certain
business matter which a friend had become involved in and
which would have completely wiped out his whole estate, if
he should be made to stand liable for this loss. You gave
Mr. Tiller that information, didn't j'^ ou?
A. Well, I don't know whether I told him those exact words
or not, but I did tell him something about that affair in Wash
ington.
Q. Well, did you tell him that that affair in Washington was
of such grave importance that it would have wiped out every
thing in the world he had if he had to pay it?
page 192 j- A. Well, the way R. J. talked, I think that the
reason that he was with Black & Company, on ac
count of that trouble in Washington—the way he talked—of
course I don't understand anything much about those busir
ness matters like that, but he said that he had trouble in Wash
ington; it wasn't his fault but it was a man that went in part
ners with him in some business in Washington, and I think
this man's company went bankrupt or something like that.
Q. But did you tell Mr. Tiller that that business affair in
Washington, if he liad to stand for it, would probably wipe
out.:,everything in the world he had?
A. Yes, I guess I did tell Mr. Tiller that, because R. J.
said once that if—^he could not go in any kind of business
much for himself; that he had to go in with Black & Company,
because he had to lay low. I didn't go into particulars with
him. I didn't ask him all concerning it. But he said it wasn't
his fault. R. J. said it wasn't his fault. He said it was this
other man's fault.
Q. I understand that is the reason that your marriage was
postponed. Do I understand you correctly?
A. Well, that wasn't exactly the reason, I guess. I kept
putting it off myself for one reason, but R. J. said he would
rather be out of that trouble before we were married. *He
says, "May, that trouble worries me a lot; I would like to
be out of it".
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Q. And you also gave Mr. Tiller that informa-
page 193 [ tion that any right of action on that liability would
expire either in March or April of 1924? You
gave Mr. Tiller that information, too, didn't you?
A. Well, not exactly those words. I said—^Mr. Tiller might
have misunderstood me in some way, perhaps. It was a cer
tain length of time that it had to expire, but I don't know ex
actly what time. But that didn't make any difference as far
as our marriage was concerned. We could have married when
we got ready. But he said he felt like he would rather be
out of that business, and I did, too—out of that affair. He-
went to see his lawyer several times concerning it.
Q. Did he ever tell you whom he was in partnership witli
in Washington?
A. I think he. said Carpenter—^Mr. Carpenter.
Q. Did he ever say what kind of business it was?
A. I think he said commission merchant business; I can't
say—am not positive. He told me a lot about it, but I didn't,
understand anything like that, and I don't know—I just never
took so much interest in it because I didn't understand it
much.
Q. Didn't take much interest in it, but it was—according to
your statement in your bill it was the thing that was post
poning your marriage to him?
A. Well, we could have gotten married, jof
page 194 I- course, as far as that is concerned; we could have
gotten married, but we felt like we would rather
be out of that affair, or rather the affair be over with before
we did get married.
Q. Your bill states that you and Mr. Bond would have l?pen
married before but for this.
A. I reckon we would have, but we just felt like waiting a
little while longer. We didn't have to wait.
Q. And although it was a matter of such grave consequence
as to have postponed your marriage you didn't take any in
terest in what he was talking—telling you about? Is that the
situation?
A. What I meant when I said that was that I didn't under
stand it; I don't remember what he said the business was; T
think he said commission merchant, but I didn't understand.
That is the reason I didn't take any interest in it, because I
didn't understand it. He told me about it at the time, wliat
happened and what he did and all, and he had to go to a lot
of trouble, and he told me all about it, but I don't remember
everything he said about it.
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Q. You say he told you that he had been several times to
see his lawyer?
A. Yes, I remember the time he went—one time he went
was while I was at home. I went up home and stayed a week,
and he went up to see the lawyer, and he says in one of his
letters—^you can read it for yourself—that he had
page 195 }• been to see his man; he didn't call his lawyer's
name, because he didn't want everybody to know
it.
Q. Never told you who that lawyer was?
A. Yes, he told me who that lawyer was. I just know the
letter—^he said, "I hav^ been to see my man'*.
Q. What did he tell you the name was?
A. Well, his name started with ''B". I don't like to call
his name because—don't think it is necessary. B. J. never
told anybody about it and I don't think that I will either.
Q. Didn't you ever tell your own lawyer what the name
was?
A. No, I never did.
Q. Did you tell them that you didn't know his name?
A. I don't know what I told him about it, but I didn't tell
him his name. I know that much.
Q. Don't you know that your lawyers have asked us two
or three different times if we could give the name of that
lawyer, that ypu said that you didn't Imow it?
A. Maybe he says I don't know it, but I didn't give the
name.
Q. Didn't you tell him that you didn't know the name?
A. I may have; I don't say that I did tell him. I know I
didn't tell him the name; I don't Imow whether I told him I
did know it or didn't know it, but I didn't te.ll him the name
of the—
Q. Did you understand, as your bill alleges, that if this lia
bility came against him it would have taken
page 196 [• everything Mr. Bond had?
A. Yes, I understood that from R. J. He told
me that more than once.
Q. Nevertheless he was giving you his Liberty bonds in the
face of that liability? Is that the situation?
A. Well, he said that if he went according to law that it
would not. He said if he didn't go according to law that it
would wipe out everything, but if he went according to law it
would not. I suppose he was going according to law from the
way he talked.
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Mr. Dickinson: I herewith offer in evidence a certified copy
of the record in the case of Maisie Verna Grace against Ellis
G-. Bond and the Savings Bank of Richmond; the attorney's
memorandum, the writ and the declaration. It is a detinue
action.
Note; The papers in question were marked ''Defendant's
Exhibit A" and filed.
And further this deponent saith not.
(Signature waived by consent of pa/ties through counsel.)
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City of Richmond, to-wit;
I, Frank M. Bradbury, a Notary Public in and for the City
of Richmond in the State of Virginia, do certify that the fore
going depositions of Mrs. J. H. Jenkins, James M. Ball, Mrs.
A. J. Dillon, C. P. Word, and Mrs. Maisie Verna Grace, were
taken and reduced to writing in my presence, at the time and
place hereinabove mentioned, pursuant to adjournment, to
be read as evidence on behalf of the defendants in a certain
suit pending in the Hustings Court, Part II, of the City of
Richmond, wherein Maisie Verna Grace is complainant and
Virginia Trust Company and Ellis G. Bond, Administrators
of the Estate of Robert J. Bond, deceased, are defendants;
that each of said deponents was duly sworn.
Given under my hand this 11th day of July, 1925.
My commission expires October 26th, 1926.
FRANK M. BRADBURY,
Notary Public.
page 198 [ EX BALL MEMO.
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Name Ro. J. Bond









Date Due Amount Date Paid Date Due Amount Date Paid Date Due Amount Date Paid
2 50 11/7/23
THE SAFE DEPOSIT VAULT OF THE SAVINGS BANKOF RICHMOND
RICHMOND, VA.
RENT LEDGER.
Richmond. Va., 11/7/23 192—. Theundersigned hereby leases from TheSavings Bank ofRich-
mond Safe No. 86 initsSafe Deposit Vault for the term of1year commencing 11/1/23 192—i
for the rent of 82.50annually, payable in advance.
-hereby acknowledge receipt of keys,alsothe originalreceiptforrent ofsaid safe,
which receipt, together with thisform, embodies thewhole contract concerning thesaidsafe and which
contract shall rum with any renewal.
Signature R. J. Bond
Address 521 North 7th St.
APPOINTMENT OF DEPUTY
appoint
Deputy to have accessto the Safe on presentation
of the key until the Bank shall have received








Deputy to have access to the Safe on presentation
of the key until the Bank shall have received




The appointment of the above Deputy is hereby
revoked.
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RELEASE
Richmond, Va., —
hereby acknowledge that have no further use for.Safe No—
occupiedby in the vatilts of The SavingsBank of Richmond, Richmond ,
Va., and have this day surrendered all the keys of the same, which were in. possession
to said Bank and do hereby authorize the said Bank to resume possessionof sad Safe,
which is empty.
Signature
page 200 1- EX. GRACE 1.
Monday night.
My dear Sweetheart:
Will write to my boy for I know he likes to come in from
his day's work and find a letter from his hahe as he called
me over the phone tonight, that was nice of you to call me
your babe, you are the sweetest thing in the world anyway
to me, I Imow we love each other more each day and I feel
like I do not mind you at all like I use to, I feel like I wont to
be aroimd you all the time we will have to take another trip
next Sunday eve, I enjoyed being with you so much last
night. Some day we will Idc all to ourselves and I want to
please you and make home pleasant for you. B. J. I am so
glad you you love me, And it is such a grand thing to know
you can trust your lover and husband, I know the Lord must
have caused us to meet for we both love each other. Such a
true love and both that wanted the plain truthful persons
that we are, we think: alike on that line. What I mean is you
love me the way I wanted a man to love me, and I love you
like you wanted to be loved by a woman, B. J. I love you with
all my heart, and I long to be in your arms right now I go
to sleep thinking of my husband, and I want to be all that





700 East Leigh St.
Bichmond, Va.
page 201 !- DEFT'S EX. A.
The Commonwealth of Virginia,
To the Sergeant of Bichmond, Greeting:
We command you to summon Ellis G. Bond and the Sav-
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ings Bank of Richmond to appear at the Rules at the Clerk's
Office of the Hustings Court, part II, of Richmond, on the 4th
Monday in February, 1924, to answer Maisie Verna Grace.
Detinue For Liberty Bonds and contents of deposit box of
Savings Bank of Richmond Value $20,000.00 Damages $20,-
000.00.
And have then there this writ. Witness W. E. DuVal,
Clerk of our said Court, at the Courthouse, the 13th day of
February, 1924, and in the 148th year of the Commonwealth.
Tester W. E>. DuVAL, Clerk,
By A. I. DuVAL, D.' C.
A Copy—Teste;
W. E. DuVAL, Clerk,
By A. I. DuVAL, D. C.
Executed in the City of Richmond, Va., Feby. 14, 1924, on
the Savings Bank of Richmond, Va., by delivering a true
copy of the within Summons to G. W. "Watt, Cashier in per
son. Further Executed same date &in the City of Richmond
by delivering a true copy of the within Summons to Ellis G.
Bond in person.
J. T. WILLARD, Sgt.




Ellis B. Bond et al.
Summons in Law 1-2
t
To 1st March Rules.
WARREN L. TILLER, p. q.
page 202 [• Virginia,
In the Hustings Court, Part II, of the City
of Richmond,
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Maisie Verna Grace, Complainant,
vs.
Ellis G. Bond and the Savings Bank of Richmond, Defend
ants.
Detinue. For Liberty Bonds and contents of deposit box
of Savings Bank of Richmond, Value $20,000.00. Damages
$20,000.00.
WARREN L. TILLER, P. Q.
Dear Mr. DuVal:
Please issue process in the above styled case returnable
at the next March rules.
WARREN L. TILLER, p. q.
A Copy—Teste:
W. E. DuVAL, Clerk,
By A. I. DuVAL, D. C.
page 203 f Virginia,
In the Hustings Court, Part II, of the City of
Richmond.
Maisie Verna Grace, Plaintiff,
vs.
Ellis B. Bond and others, Defendants.
Maisie Verna Grace complains of Ellis G. Bond and the
Savings Bank of Richmond of a plea that they render unto
the said plaintiff certain goods and chattels of the said plain
tiff of great value, to-wit: of $20,000.00, which they unjustly
detained from her for this, to-wit: that on the 7th day of
February, 1924, the said Savings Bank of Richmond deliv
ered over to the said Ellis G. Bond certain goods and chat
tels, to-wit: certain coupon Liberty Bonds, notes and securi
ties contained in a certain safe deposit box located in the
Savings Bank of Richmond, Virginia, the property of Maisie
Verna Grace, give to her by R. J. Bond, deceased, of the value
of $20,000.00 or more, which the said plaintiff has requested
to be delivered to her on the 12th day of February, 1924, and
which has not yet been delivered over to her, or any part
thereof, who is entitled to reover the same and has the right,
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title and claim to the same, and who should have the right of
possession of the same, but the said defendants have wholly
neglected and refused and still do neglect and refuse to de
liver the same over to the said plaintiff, and still wromg-
fully and unjustly detains the same from the said plaintiff.
And for. this also, that the said plaintiff heretofore, to-wit:
on the 12th day of February, 1924, and theretofore, to-wit:
the 5th day of February, was lawfully possessed of certain
goods and chattels hereinbefore mentioned, a gift to her by
B, J. Bond, deceased, and which had come into her posses
sion legally and lawfully, and which was left by her in the
possession of the Savings Bank of Richmond, to be legally
and lawfully kept by them for her for compensation and re
ward, and yet the Saving Bank of Richmond well knowing
that they were the good and chattels of the said plaintiff, de
livered the same over to Ellis U. Bond, who still doth wrong
fully and imjustly detain the same from the plaintiff, who
is entitled to recover the same, and has the present right of
possession to the damage of the said plaintiff of $20,000.00.
And, therefore, she institutes this action of detinue.
MAISIE VERNA GRACE.
A Copy—Teste:
W. E. DuVAL, Clerk,
By A. I. DuVAL, D. C.
page 204 \ Virginia,




Virginia Trust Company and Ellis G. Bond, Admrs. of the
estate of R. J. Bond, deceased.
The depositions of K. L. Balck and others, taken before A.
C. Williams, a notary public in and for the city of Richmond,
State of Virginia, at the offices of A. B. Dickinson, Esq., 620
Mutual Building, Richmond, Va., on the 2nd dai of July,
1925, at two-thirty o'clock P. M., by agreement of counsel;
to be read as evidence in behalf of the defendants in the
above styled cause.
Present: L. 0. Wendenburg and W. L, Tiller, Esqs., coun-
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sel for plaintiff; A. B. Dickinson and John S. Eggleston,
Bsqs., counsel for defendants.
pa^e 205 \ K. L. BLACK,
a witness introduced in behalf of the defendants,
being first duly sworn, deposes and says as follows:
DIRECT EXAMINATION.
By Mr. Dickinson:
Q. In what business are you engaged, Mr. Black?
A. General contracting.
Q. Did you know Mr. B. J. Bond?
A. Yes, sir.
Q. Did he ever work for you?
A Yes, he was employed by me for about three years.
Q. About what time was that? Was that the last three
years of his life?
A. Yes, the last three.
Q. Was he working for you when he got killed?
A. Yes, sir.
Q. Did you see him on the day that he was killed ?
A. Yes, I was right there when he got killed.
Q. How long had you been there?
A. Oh, from half an hour to an hour, I guess. I know I had
been there over thirty minutes.
Q. How near were you to him at the time that he was
killed?
A. I was in about two feet of him; in fact, I touched his
arm. The shovel came around this way and
page 206 \ pushed him against the wall. I still had hold of
his arm when he was mashed up a^:ainst the wall.
Q. Had you been talking to him prior to his death, just
immediately before he was Idlled?
A. Yes; we were thinking about moving the shovel from
the Jenkins job up the Benedictine School, going to move it
at night and we were figuring on working there until five-
thirty and get another operator to move it up there that night.
He said, "We are having trouble with the caterpillar, come
in here and look at it". We were in there looking at the
caterpillar, stooped down looking at it, and after we saw
the trouble and raised up just as we raised up the tail of the
shovel came around and crushed him against the wall. That
is the reason we went in there.
Q. Had you been talking to him pretty continuously for
the half hour previous to this?
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A. Yes; right with him. I visit these jobs twice a day and
when I am there, of course, I have something to see about,
either what they are going to do or what they are doing then,
and I don't stay on the job all the time, just two or three
times a day.
Q. During that conversation which you say lasted more
than thirty minutes prior to his death was there a colored
boy talking with you all?
A. No, sir.
Q. Did any colored boy have anything to say
page 207 }• to Mr. Bond or Mr. Bond anything to say to him
during that half an hour?
A. No. He might have told some of the men to do some
thing while we were there, but there wasn't anybody in con
versation with him.
A. A colored boy named Ernest Cash has testified in this
case that just a few moments before his death Mr. Bond
asked him to make him a Christmas present of a jack for an
automobile that he was contemplating buying and that he
gave him the jack and that he passed it up to the fireman
wrapped up in a piece of paper and just as he got through
with that the shovel came around and killed him.
A. No, sir; I don't know anything about that at all.
Q. Would you have known it if that happened?
A. Yes, sir; I certainly would.
Q. Do you know where Mr. Bond had worked before he
worked for you?
A. I think he worked for the Dupont Company in Flint
and in Buffalo and some at Seven Pines, but that wasn't with
Dupont, that was with the Government, but I don't know
any definite dates about that.
Q. Did you employ him when he first came back here from
Flint or Buffalo?
A. Yes, I think so.
Q. Ernest Cash- also testified that at the conversation
which happened just a few minutes, nor more
page 208 [ than ten minutes at that, before his death that
Mr. Bond told him that he, Mr. Bond, intended
to marry Mrs. Grace. Did you hear any such conversation?
A. No, sir.
Q. Would you have heard a conversation of that sort if it
had taken place ten minutes before his death?
A. I would in the last thirty minutes.
Q. Could any of the conversation tljat I have indicated to
you as having been testified to by Ernest Cash have taken
place in the last half hour or more before his death?
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A. I don't know who this Ernest Cash is.
Q. He is a colored boy.
A. It couldn't in the last half hour. If he was working
there it might have been sometime during that day.
Q. Ernest Cash says: "He wrapped it (referring to the
automobile jack) in a piece or paper and gave it to the fire
man and put it up in the steam shovel and walked around
the shovel and got killed. The last thing he told me was
catch him'." Did anything of that sort transpire?
A. No, sir.
Q. Did you know Mr. Bond very well?
A. Well, I had been working with him for three years;
yes, sir.
Q. Had you all had some business relations between you?
A. Yes, sir.
Q. Did you ever hear of Mrs. Grace until after his death?
A. No, sir.
page 209 CROSS EXAMINATION.
By Mr. Wendenburg:
Q. At the time that Mr. Bond was killed is it not a fact
that Ernest Cash drove one of the trucks in your business?
A. Well, I don't know Ernest Cash by that name. We had
truck drivers working on the job at the time.
Q. Will you say a man known as Ernest Cash wasn't driv
ing a truck in your business at the time?
A. I say I don't know Ernest Cash. X don't think we had
anybody on our time book by that name; we might have him
on there, but I don't keep the time. We have lots of men
that 1 don't know the name of.
. Q. You don't know whether he was working for you or not,
do you?
A. I don't know him by that name at all. I would know
him if I saw him perhaps, but I don't know him by that
name.




A. I didn't know he had an automobile. Mr. Bond didn't
have an automobile that I know anything about.
Q. I didn't say driving Mr. Bond's machine, but a machine
for Mr. Bond that he had borrowed from a friend ?
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A. No, sir, not that I know of. I let Mr. Bond
page 210 [• have my machine, I think, two times, perhaps,
while he was working for me.
Q. Did you see the man that drove the machine?
A. No, sir.
Q. Do you know where he went with the machine?
A. No. I think he went up in Powhatan County once or
maybe two times. He never told me that, just asked me to
lend him the machine and he got a man to drive it.
Q. Was it not a fact that he went to Cumberland, but had
to ^0 through Powhatan County
A. I didn't question him, but I gathered from what he said
he was going to Powhatan County, but he didn't tell me and
I didn't ask him. He just said he had some friends up there
and asked me to lend him my car.
Q. When was that, do you know?
A. No, sir, I don't know the exact dates.
Q. What year was it?
A. Well, I think it was one time the year before he was
killed. I don't think he had it the year in which he was
killed. I don't think he took a trip up there in the winter.
Q. Wasn't that just before Christmas or just about Christ
mas?
A. I haven't any recollection as to anything about the dates.
Tknow I let him have it I think two times and I know it wasn't
at Christmas time.
Q. Who was the foreman that was working at
page 211 [ the time Mr. Bond was killed?
A. He is a half Indian or Scotch-Indian, but I
don't know his name. You can find that out by calling up the
office.
Q. You wouldn't say that Ernest Cash wasn't working for
you?
A. No, I wouldn't because I have fifty men working for
me that I don't have any idea of their names.
Q. How many men were working on this job where Mr.
Bond was killed at the time?
A. Well, approximately, I guess, two men in the pit, per
haps around the shovel four or five besides the drivers—I
don't know how many drivers.
Q. Do you know how many teams you had working at that
time?
A. I guess ten or twelve. I am just guessing at this. The
only way would be to look at the time-book.
Q. You don't know the drivers or any of them?
A. Yes, I know some of them.
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Q. Do you know all of them?
A. No. I know some of the older ones. Some of them
don't stay long enough for me to get their names.
Q. If this transaction that Ernest Cash testified about oc
curred previous to the half hour that you were there then you
wouldn't know anything about that, would you?
A. No, sir.
Q. You don't know accurately the number of minutes you
were there before Mr. Bond was killed, do you?
A. No. I know it was considerable time be-
page 212 \ cause I know exactly what we were talldng about
and had been standing there talking quite a while.
Q. You are just guessing, however, at the time?
A. Well, I am not giving the exact minutes, but I know
from half an hour to an hour. I generally spend anywhere
from half an hour to an hour on a job if I don't go there
more than onec or twice a day.
Q. Do you remember everybody that was around the
shovel when Mr. Bond was killed?
A. No, sir. '
Q. Is the foreman of the steamshovel still working for
you?
A. No, sir, not that one.
Q. "What has become of him?
A. I don't know. He was working with Whitely & Turner
the last I heard of him. That was on this Shockoe Creek job.
Q. Did Mr. Bond not tell you that the friend that he had
up the country when he borrowed your car was the Johnson
family ?
A. No, sir, I told you Mr. Bond never talked of any of his
personal affairs with me at all and I didn't question him
about what he wanted it for. All our relations were strictly
business.
Q. He never discussed his personal affairs with you?
A. Not one single thing. We had plenty of work to at
tend to at that time and his social or any other kind of life
was never discussed with me and I never knew
page 213 ]• anything about it.
Q. Who employed the men; for instance, the
drivers?
A. He might employ one if he fired one on the job, but gen
erally they are put on by Mr. Gregory at the stables, he hires
and fires drivers, but if the foreman should have any trouble
with one during the day he would put him off and put another
man on, rather than let the team stand idle there.
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And further this deponent saith not.
Signature waived.
A. P. HAWKINS,
a witness introduced in behalf of the defendants, being first
duly sworn, deposes and says as follows:
DIRECT EXAMINATION.
By Mr. Dickinson:
Q. Mr. Hawkins, in what business are you engaged?
A. I am shop man at the C. & 0. Railroad, 17th Street
shops.
Q. How long have you been in that business?
A. Three years.
Q. Are you a married man or single?
A. Single.
Q. Do you board?
page 214 }• A. Yes, sir.
Q. Where were you boarding during the earlier
part of your work down at the C. & 0.?
A. At 521 North 7th Street, Mrs. Dillon's.
Q. Are you still with her?
A. Yes, sir.
Q. Did Mr. Robert J. Bond board there?
A. Yes, sir.
Q. Did you know him?
A. I met him when I went to board there. That is when
I first met him.
Q. Did you get to be at all friendly or intimate with him
while you all were living there?
A. Yes, sir.
Q. Did he continue to board with Mrs. Dillon until the
time of his death?
A. Yes, sir.
Q. Did you know Mrs. Grace?
A. Why I met her when I went to her place with Mr. Bond.
Q. How often did you go there with Mr. Bond?
A. I made four trips.
Q. Were you and Mr. Bond pretty good friends?
A. I thought so.
Q. Did you have any conversation with him at ann^ time
in regard to his getting married; and, if so, tell us what hap
pened?
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page 215 [ A. Well, on one occasion on the lawn of the
John Marshall High School—he had a way of
asking me when was I going to get married and I asked
him when was he going to get married, that he was going to
see a mighty nice lady I thought, and he made the remark that
he wouldn't marry no damn woman under the sun.
Q. Can you tell iis about when that was?
A. Well, that was—couldn't tell you the positive date,
but it was extremely hot weather the summer before he was
killed, I was that hot spell I think about the early fall.
Q. Before he was killed?
A. Yes, sir.
Q. Was that the only reference he ever made to. you about
getting married?
A. Yes, sir.
Q. He never intimated to you that he had any serious in
tentions of getting married at any time?
A. No, sir.





Q. Do you remember the year when you first met him?
A. 1922, September.
page 216 [• Q. How long after this was it that you had
this conversation with him?
A. Well, it was the fall before he was killed, whatever date
that was; it wasn't so long.
Q. Is it not a fact that you are merely guessing at the time
the conversation occurred?
A. Na, I am confident it was the fall before he was killed;
I know it. As to the ^act date I could not give the date.
I know it was extremely hot.
Q. Do you know when he was killed?
A. Yes, sir.
Q. What month was he killed.?
A. February.
Q. Do you know anything about his visits to friends in
Cumberland County?
- A. No.
Q. Do you know anything about the visit he made to Cum
berland County during the Christmas holidays previous to his
death?
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A. No.
Q. Where were you then?
A. I was out of towm. I went out of town for three days
during that Christmas.
Q. Do you know anything about his visits to these same
friends in Cumberland County'in the summer before he diedl
A. No. •
Q. Did he ever tell you about these friends
page 217 [• that he had in Cumberland County by the name
of Mr. and Mrs. Johnson and family?
A. No, sir.
Q. If he had friends up there, the mother and father and
family of Mrs. Grace, he didn't confide in you aiiout that,
did he?
A. No, sir.
Q. If he wrote very endearing letters to Mrs. Gra(?l he
never confided in you that he did that, did he?
A. No.
Q. He didn't confide in you as to all of his personal mat
ters and private matters, did he?
A. Some things he used to tell me about.
Q. But he never discussed Mrs. Grace with you one way
or the other, did he?
A. No.
Q. Did he introduce you to Mrs. Grace?
A. Yes, sir.
Q. Do you know how often he would call on Mrs. Grace or
be in her company ?
A. No, I don't know how ofter he would go. I have been
with him on four occasions, but how ofter he went I don't
know.
And further this deponent saith not.
Signature waived.
page 218 j- The further taking of these depositions is ad
journed to July 15th, 1925, at ten o'clock A. M.,
at the same place.
Notary Public.
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Met pursuant to adjournment.
Present: W. L. Tiller, Esq., of counsel for plaintiff; A. B.
Dickinson and John S. Eggleston, Esqs., Counsel for defend
ants.
ALLEN J. SAVILLE,
a witness introduced in behalf of the defendant, being first
duly sworn, deposes and says as follows ^
DIRECT EXAMINATION.
By Mr. Dickinson:
Q. Mr. Saville, what is your business?
A. Engineer and contractor.
^ Q. How long have you engaged in that busi-
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A. Since 1908.
Q. Have you in the meantime occupied any official posi
tion in the City of Richmond and, if so, what?
A. Three and a half years as Director of Public Works,
City of Richmond.Q. Were you at any time engaged in business in Mint,
Michigan?
A. I was during 1919 and 1920 in Flint, Michigan, as resi
dent engineer in charge of work for the Dupont Engineering
Co.
Q. Did Mr. Robert J. Bond work for you at Mint, Michi
gan, during that time and, if so, about how long was he there?
A. The only was I know Mr. Bond is by his nick-name of
Dixie Bond. I don't know whether R. J. are his initials or
not. Dixie Bond worked for us in Mint from early in the
summer or just prior to the hot weather in 1919 to late in
the spring of 1920. That is as near as I can come to a date.
There were about 4,500 men on the job, so I don't remem
ber precisely the dates.
Q. Did you ever see anything of him after that time?
A. I have seen him in Richmond after that time, a couple
of times a month.
Q. For whom was he working when you saw him in Rich
mond ?
A. The last time I talked to him he was working for K.
L. Black.
Q. Do you know what ever became of him?
A. What became of Bond?
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Q. Yes.
page 220 [• A. He was killed up at the Jenkins' Book Bind
ery job by a steam shovel mashing him.
Q. Was Mr. Bond with you in Flint, Michigan, continu
ously during the period you have named?
A. I don't remember any time he was away fro'm there at
all, certainly not any long period. He might have been away








A. I would see him certainly every couple of days and
sometimes for months every day because his work was pri
marily around the center where my ofl&ce was.
Q. Did he carry any men from Richmond with him that
you recall?
A. I think he did have some.
Q. Do you recall who they were?
A. No, I do not. '
Q. "Were any of them colored laborers?
A. I expect he did have some. We had a lot of colored
men from here. We had some 400 from Richmond.
Q. Do 3^ou recall whether he carried a boy
page 221 j-named Ernest Cash with him?
A. I couldn't tell you.
Q. A truck driver?
A. I couldn't tell you. If he did he wasn't working as
truck driver because we had only one truck on the job.
Q. Do you know a boy by the name of Ernest Cash?
A. I do not.
Q. I am informed that his nick-name is Denmark. Do you
recall a boy by that name?
A. No, I do not. It would just be an accident if I knew
any negroes on the job.
Q. Mr. Bond worked negroes mostly, didn't he?
A. Yes, he had a bog crew of them.
Q. Mr. Bond was a very efficient workman, wasn't he?
A. Yes, a very good man.
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And further this deponent saith not.
Signature waived.
Defense Bests.
page 222 [• State of Virginia,
City of Eichmond, to-wit:
I, A. C. Willimas, a notary public in and for the city afore
said, in the State of Virginia, do hereby certify that the fore
going depositions of K. L. Black, A. P. Hawkins and Allen
J. Saville were duly taken and sworn to before me at the
times and place stated in the caption thereto, the signatures
of the witnesses being waived by counsel.
Griven under my. hand this 16th day of July, 1925.
A. C. WILLIAMS,
Notary Public.
page 223 ]• And at another day, to-wit: At a Hustings
Court, Part II, of the City of Bichmond, continued
by adjournment and held at the courtroom thereof, in the
City of Bichmond, on the 15th day of June 15th, 1926.
This cause came on this day to be further heard on the
papers formerly read and on the depositions of witnesses,
and the Exhibits filed Avith said depositions, duly taken and
filed in this cause on behalf of both complainant and defend
ants, and was argnied by counsel.
On mature consideration whereof the Court is of opin
ion, and doth so decide, that the complainant is not entitled
to recover anything on any of the claims asserted by her
herein, and it is accordingly adjudged, ordered and decreed
tilat the bill of complaint be, and the same is hereby, dis
missed and that the defendants do recover of the complain
ant their costs by them in this behalf expended. And said
administrators of B. J. Bond, deceased, are authorized to
distribute said estate according to law.
And the complainant having indicated her intention to ap
ply for an appeal from this decree it is ordered that the opera
tion of this decree be suspended for sixty days upon condi
tion that the complainant or some one for her shall within
ten days from this date execute a suspending bond before
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the Clerk of this Court, with security to be approved by
said Clerk, in the sum of $300.00 conditioned as the law di
rects.
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Virginia Trust Company and Ellis G. Bond, Administrators
of R. J. Bond, deceased.
To Virginia Trust Company and Ellis G. Bond, Administra
tors of the estate of R. J. Bond, deceased:
Take notice that I shall at once apply to the Clerk of the
Hustings Court, Part II, Richmond, Virginia, for a transcript
of the record in the above styled cause for the purpose of
appealing same to the Supreme Court of Appeals of Vir
ginia.
MAZIE VERNA GRACE,




We accept legal service of the above as reasonable notice.
Executed in the city of Richmond, Va., December 3rd,
1926, on Virginia Trust Co. by delivering a true copy of the
within Notice to L. D. Aylett, as Sect.
J. T. WILLARD, Sergeant,
By J. H. LEE, Deputy Sgt.
page 225 \ I, Walter E. DuVal, Clerk of the Hustings
Court, Part II, of the City of Richmond, do cer
tify that the foregoing is a true transcript of the record and
that the defendants had notice of the intention of the plain
tiff to apply for the same.
Given under my hand this 10th day of December, 1926.
W. E. DuVAL, Clerk.
Fee for transcript $111.50.
A Copy—^Test:
H. STEWART JONES, C. C.
